22 December 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for this daily bread and for that which you have prepared for us to strengthen and nourish us.... we ask that you would help us learn more of who we are in Christ and the love that you have for us through your Son Christ Jesus

<opentext> Romans 10:17  And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.

<opentext> We could actually spend all of the time that we have left on this earth discussing this verse, as we know that the Word tells us that without faith, it is impossible to please Him. So today and tomorrow we will finish up on this verse.

<opentext> Have you ever stopped to wonder why there are not more people who want or desire to hear the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus?

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes, have thought about that

<opentext> Have you ever considered why it took you so long to really hear it and respond to it?

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Now one must also consider, how many were there in the time of Jesus Christ, that really sought the truth of the Message that He delivered. How much of their lack of desire to learn and to hear was brought about by that which they had heard from others?

<at-peace> yes, i always said that someday when i was ready even when there was that pull many times in my heart

<chosen>  much

<disciple> yes, popular opinion, swaying their hearing

<opentext> How often is it that we have received information [right or wrong] about someone or something; and then whenever we hear about this subject, that which we have heard in the past, forms our immediate opinion or response?

<at-peace> probably more times than would like to think

<disciple> it always will unless we keep focused on His voice and accept it above memories of the past

<chosen> very much

<opentext> So then any information that we received, and especially from anyone that we thought or assumed had great knowledge pertaining to the subject, how much more would one be apt to retain that information they had been given by them?

<disciple> probably much   <chosen> much

<at-peace> for many it would be the truth to them unless proven otherwise and even then it would take a lot to disprove it

<opentext> Rom 10:2, I bear them witness that they have a [certain] zeal and enthusiasm for God, but it is not enlightened and according to [correct and vital] knowledge. AMP

<opentext> As we can recall from earlier in this chapter, that this is the exact observation that Paul makes concerning the nation of Israel [with a few exceptions, as we know that there is always a remnant].

<opentext> Now, just as when Jesus Christ arrived on the scene, Israel had spent hundreds of years listening to people they assumed had a first hand knowledge of God. And those that we supposed to be in the know, really did not have a clue of how to have a real relationship with God.

<opentext> And then put that in perspective with today, whereas the religious people have had hundreds of years on instructions by people they assumed were in the know, and so we can see that the same situation faces the true body of Christ, as that which faced Israel when it came time to acknowledge and accept God's real reconciliation.

<opentext> Faith is by hearing "the Message" delivered to them by and through Christ Jesus, not by some cheap second hand informant.

<opentext> They have a zeal of God. Their opposition to the gospel is from a principle of respect to the law, which they know to have come from God. There is such a thing as a blind misguided zeal: such was that of the Jews, who, when they hated Christ's people and ministers, and cast them out, said, Let the Lord be glorified <Isa. 66:5>; nay, they killed them, and thought they did God good service, (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> So we can then see how that things we have heard in the past, can have substantial implications to our present way of thinking and responding. Thus we can see why Paul said not to be conformed to this world, but rather the be transformed by the renewing of your mind, with "the Message".

<opentext> Are we often as they were, seeking the outward signs, rather then the inner peace? [Things that appease the lower nature]

<disciple> have been at times...no peace in seeking the things of this world

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding they will walk by sight rather than by faith the peace that passes all understanding

<opentext> John 8:42-47, 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. (KJV)

<opentext> John 8:43, Why do you misunderstand what I say? It is because you are unable to hear what I am saying. [You cannot bear to listen to My message; your ears are shut to My teaching.] AMP

<opentext> [Because ye cannot hear my word.] That is, ye cannot bear my doctrine: it comes too close to you; it searches your hearts, detects your hypocrisy, and exposes your iniquitous intentions and designs; and as ye are determined not to leave your sins, so ye are purposed not to hear my doctrine. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> How often in the past, did one base their decisions or choices by what others were doing? And wasn't this often determined by how large the group was that one was associating with? [safety in numbers]

<chosen> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> If one could see in the Spirit, they could see that the vast majority of these people were marching slowly off to an eternity apart from God. Thus we can why the god of this world keeps the mind blinded to the reality of what is actually transpiring. And all of this happens because people do not want to hear from God through Christ, how great His love is for all of mankind.

<opentext> How often is it for ourselves, that we will hear that which Father is speaking to our hearts, but then one will not want to receive it?

<at-peace> whenever one allows the flesh to get in the way…the old thinking

<disciple> when we want to hear a different answer...one that tickles the physical

<at-peace> walking by fear of failure or change rather than by faith

<opentext> The predisposition of what we have heard in the past, formulates our response before one in all reality, has taken the time to hear all that Father has to say pertaining to that which He is wanting to talk with us about.

<opentext> Today, will you take the time, and put forth the effort required, to hear and receive all that Father has for you?

<at-peace> yes… that is the desire of my heart

<chosen> yes    <disciple> yes
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<at-peace> they have been very good bible studies on this verse 

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> one often gets lazy in their hearing, but seldom realize it when they do

<at-peace> true

<at-peace> allowing other distractions in

<opentext> so many different reasons [excuses]...thus we can see why in Hebrews Paul said he had much to say to them concerning Christ the Messaih, but could not, because their hearing was dull [lazy]

<at-peace> today's study was interesting because we don't often think of how much one will hold on to that which they have heard as truth from someone else and how hard it is to change that thinking

<opentext> only the truth is able to set one free from the self-imposed bondage

<at-peace> yes

<at-peace> many reject the commandments of God so that they can keep their traditions as Jesus Christ spoke of

<opentext> most

<at-peace> and those traditions can be habits

<opentext> yes they can

<at-peace> not just the big and obvious ones.... and that affects ones hearing also

<opentext> think of the old records...lol...and how one could not see the scratches, but the hearing would

 sure detect it

<at-peace> lol.. true you would hear the skip

<at-peace> or even just the sound when the record went around

<opentext> that, and any imperfection or flaw on it...

<opentext> God hears the flaw, those operating in the lower nature do not

<at-peace> hearing the Message delivered and applying it will smooth out and remove the flaws as one continues to abide in it

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> a transformation

<opentext> even though to the world, it looks and appears like the same old record

<at-peace> yes :-)

