22 August 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and your words of life and truth that you have prepared for us that will encourage and strengthen us in our walk and relationship with you that we may be pleasing in your sight and an encouragement to others through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:11,   Do this in particular because you know the present crisis, that it is high time for you to wake up out of your sleep, for our salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> There is a crisis, and yet how many people are aware that there is a life and death crisis that is going on?

<at-peace> few

<chosen> not many realize how urgent and critical it is

<disciple> not many

<opentext> Also note how Williams translates that it is a present crisis. Now most would take that to be the oil crisis that the world is facing in the physical realm. But what about in the spiritual realm as well, which is even more dire?

<disciple> most don't give than any thought, not realizing that it is far more important for their future's sake

<chosen> most don't even think about it

<at-peace> Amos 8:11, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:  (KJV)

<opentext> And recollect that which Father talked with us about last week, and the plight of the 10 virgins, and that 5 of them did face a severe fuel crisis. 

<opentext> But also again notice how Williams refers to it as a "present crisis". What is it that can present a "present crisis?"

<at-peace> dull of hearing    <chosen> anything without "now faith"

<opentext> Anything without....now faith. Without faith, it is impossible to please Him. So without now faith, there is no way to get the supplies from God that one needs in order to complete one's assigned journey.

<opentext> However, it is even a bit more critical than that.

 

<opentext> Mark 4:11-12, 11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. KJV

 

<opentext> It is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God! This is the only thing that can prevent an energy crisis within the spiritual realm, as Christ is the wisdom and power of God. So one is only remaining in the darkness, when Christ is not the cornerstone within one's spiritual life. They can try as they like all kinds of traditions and rituals, but without Christ to energize their life, they will not be able to hear the proper instructions, nor receive adequate supplies that will be able to properly sustain them on their journey through this life.

<opentext> And without the proper light, they will fumble and stumble around in the false light. So, can we then see what that present crisis is?

<disciple> yes, if we are walking in the Spirit of Christ

<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often is it that one takes this exceeding great and precious gift for granted?

<disciple> sadly, we sometimes do that, not keeping in mind the urgency and the blessed Gift Father has offered us

<opentext> Any time that one relies on anyone or anything other then God, they have taken the great and precious gift for granted. One then fails to perceive that which God has for them, because they have been unable to hear the proper instructions.

<opentext> As Amos said that there is a famine in the land of hearing the Word of the Lord. But also remember how that the word also tells us that His people perish for a lack of knowledge. 

<opentext> In Christ are all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; so if His people are perishing for a lack of knowledge, that present crisis within them, is a lack of Christ operating within their life. Now wouldn't this be a present crisis of immense proportions?

<at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

<opentext> People will often look at and marvel at all of the Old Testament saints, as well as the scribers of the New Testament, and wish they could have been there at that time, or have the insights those people had. Yet how many remember that what we have in Christ is far greater then that?

<at-peace> few, because there are many that have put them on a pedestal that seems unreachable... lack of confidence

<disciple> most don't think about that and teach on following the prophets in the o.t. or apostles and prophets in the new, rather than that example that Christ Jesus set before us

<opentext> So we can then see that part of that present crisis for the church is their failure to comprehend that which God has made available to them. They think that if they only had a little bit more, then they could do that which Father is asking of them. And because they have already been given all that they have need of, it then presents a crisis for them. So if one is not utilizing all that God has made available to them in Christ, aren't they then skirting about in and on the edge of darkness?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

<at-peace> without full illumination there will be shadows

<opentext> So we can then see and understand that the world can never generate enough power or energy to illuminate the path that leads to the kingdom of God. Without the light of the glorious gospel of Christ within one's life, there will be a present energy crisis.
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