22 April 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us in your Word that will keep and sustain us and enable us to remain on your strait and narrow path giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:13-14, 13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. KJV

 

<opentext> Not yielding yourselves as instruments of unrighteousness. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Taking the shield of faith, wherewith you shall be able to quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> Not yielding! 

<opentext> Do you always put forth your best to resist the temptations?

<chosen> not always <helpmate> try to but know that i could do better <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> Heb 12:3-4, 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. KJV

 

<opentext> If we know that we could do better, what is it that hinders us, or prevents us then from giving forth our best, just as Jesus of Nazareth did?

<helpmate> our flesh gets in the way....the old man

 

<opentext> James 1:23-24, 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. KJV

 

<opentext> We hear the Word, but we do not always do, or comply with what we hear. Just as we talked about yesterday, that none of us would even consider sitting on the couch, and snuggling up to a dead and decomposing body. Yet, when one fails to hear and obey Father's counsel and guidance, isn’t this exactly what we are doing?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> It is all a matter of taking heed to that which we have heard that has come to us from the mouth and throne of God. Not for a moment, allowing any of it to slip for even a moment. But, this takes a dedication, a determination, to always want to be pleasing to God.

<opentext> In each and every situation, in each and every instance, we have that choice, and also the ability, to yield ourselves to God, and comply with that which we have heard.

<opentext> As James said, we forget from where we have been delivered from, and to. He has delivered us from the power of darkness. He has translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son. However, God will not, He cannot force us to stay there.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:13 Don't even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time — remember, you've been raised from the dead! — into God's way of doing things. 14 Sin can't tell you how to live. After all, you're not living under that old tyranny any longer. You're living in the freedom of God.  (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Do not run even "little" errands that are connected the old way of life. Old things are passed away, for behold all things have become new, and now, keep it that way.

<opentext> If the mind does not stay properly renewed [we know what things we should be thinking on] how can one expect to remain within His kingdom?

<helpmate> you can't...one will be moved away without even realizing it

<at-peace> without the mind renewed there is no clear vision

<opentext> To run a "little" errand in any way connected with the old way of life, does one consider that they have to depart from the strait and narrow path? That they have made the choice to remove themselves from His kingdom and protection?

<helpmate> one never thinks about that at the time

<opentext> So we can see then why we have to think, meditate, contemplate and then comply with those things that are from the throne and mouth of God. To be a doer of the Word, and not one who just hears the Word, but then fails to make that counsel from God, an actual way of life and living.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:13 Do not continue offering or yielding your bodily members [and faculties] to sin as instruments (tools) of wickedness. But offer and yield yourselves to God as though you have been raised from the dead to [perpetual] life, and your bodily members [and faculties] to God, presenting them as implements of righteousness. AMP

 

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified says...do NOT continue...to yield yourselves to sin, as instruments of unrighteousness.

<opentext> One always has the choice in what they will or can do.

<opentext> I can do all that Father asks of me, by hearing, receiving and then obeying, the Message delivered to me by and through Christ Jesus. Everything I have need of, is made available to me by and through this Message of His love.

<opentext> So if we can see and hear Father's love in this Message, why then does one want to do anything that is contrary to it?

<chosen> the flesh and spirit are contrary the one to the other

<helpmate> for most the flesh still has a strong foothold and does not not give up without a battle

 

<opentext> Rom 6:14 For sin shall not [any longer] exert dominion over you, since now you are not under Law [as slaves], but under grace [as subjects of God's favor and mercy]. AMP

 

<opentext> As long as one remains in His grace, then sin has no hold over you. Thus, why we are to remain seated in Him in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. To set our total affections on things above, and not on the old things below, which kept us in slavery.

opentext> was just thinking, that when we keep in context that sin is like that dead corpse

 on the couch, beckoning us to join it there, we see how repulsive sin is. So why doesn't one keep this picture within their heart and mind then, in order to keep from straying?
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