Bible Study Monday 22 April 2002

 

Would you have agreed with, and followed the example of the religious leaders?

 

Matthew 9:34 But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils. KJV

 

It is very easy for the flesh to criticize and murmur against that which it does not comprehend, nor understand. How often is it, then, when one criticizes something, it is because it is based in and upon that which they have heard others say, rather than from a firsthand knowledge and understanding of the topic?

 

One has to place themselves within the situation, in order to have an understanding of it. The Jewish religion had been around for many centuries, and in this time, they had developed many of their own customs and rituals apart from that which God had given to them. Now, after all of these centuries, what appeared to be a rather poor and unknown carpenter, was telling them that they had strayed from the truth, and that they had greatly complicated God’s Word in the process. Would you have believed Him? Or would you have defended the customs and traditions that you had been taught to embrace, from the time that you were young?

 

John 4:19-20 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. KJV

 

As we can see from the above scripture, that the woman at the well was quick to tell Him what tradition had told her. How often are we as quick to respond in the same manner?

 

Note that the woman worshiped there because "our fathers" did. The "fathers" were wrong. (From People’s New Testament Commentary)

 

We should note that the Samaritans worshiped in Mt. Gerizim because they could say, "Our fathers did so." Thus many errors are perpetuated to-day because our fathers practiced them; but our fathers had no more authority to alter or amend God's word than we have. (From The Fourfold Gospel Commentary)

 

Just as in our opening verse for today, it says, “but the Pharisees said.” Have you ever stated something as fact, that which you had heard someone else say, without knowing “all of the facts” concerning the subject? It should be the Spirit of truth, that leads us and guides us into all truth.

 

Some think that she started this to shift off further discourse concerning her sin. Controversies in religion often prove great prejudices to serious godliness; but, it should seem, she proposed it with a good design; she knew she must worship God, and desired to do it aright; and therefore, meeting with a prophet, begs his direction. Note, It is our wisdom to improve all opportunities of getting knowledge in the things of God. When we are in company with those that are fit to teach, let us be forward to learn, and have a good question ready to put to those who are able to give a good answer. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Learn hence, 1. That since the death of Christ, the religious difference of places is taken away, and the worship of God not confined to any one particular place or nation. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

John 4:21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. KJV

 

2. Our blessed Saviour resolves her, concerning the worship itself, namely, That the ceremonial worship, which the Jews and Samaritans used, should shortly be abolished, and instead thereof a more spiritual form of worship should be established, more suitable to the spiritual nature of the great and holy God, and containing in it the truth and substance of all that which the Jewish ceremonies prefigured and shadowed forth. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Learn hence, That the true worship of God under the gospel, doth not consist in the external pomp of any outward ceremonies, but is spiritual and substantial: no worship is acceptable to him, who is the Father of Spirits, but that which is truly spiritual. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

All the religion of superstitious people stands for the most part upon two pillars, but very weak, that is to say, upon the perverted examples of the fathers, and a foolish opinion of outward things: and to refute such errors we have to turn to the word and nature of God. (From Geneva Bible Footnotes)
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