21 September 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for another day to serve you and for this time you have prepared for us to share and partake of you words of life and truth that bring about growth and maturity as we continue to partake of the divine nature enabling us to remain an example of your love for all to see and partake of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Col 2:16-17, 16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. KJV

 

<opentext> Knowing the truth, walking in the light, is what sets one free, and maintains that liberty in Christ.

<opentext> Knowing the truth, is what enables one to begin and continue that walk in the light, and there are no shadows as long as one remains within that light.

<opentext> Isn't it interesting, that at the end of Paul's ministry, that he went from house to house and to those who would hear the Word of the Lord.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people think that it is their task, to convince people of the truth?

<greg> the mailman delivers the letter, its up to individual if they read it and act on it

<helpmate> you may tell them the truth but it is always their choice in what they are going to believe

<disciple> revelation comes from the Holy Spirit...freedom of choice is the individuals

<opentext> When people try to convince others of the truth, isn't that where doubtful disputations begin?

<helpmate> yes...trying to pound the truth into someone just does not work

<greg> when its force fed it can stir up strife

<at-peace> a word fitly spoken has more of an impact than a multitude of words

<opentext> And, how often is it that many people are waiting for anything, just to bring about an argument?

<helpmate> some people love to wait to have a good debate

<greg> there are those that thrive on arguments, trying to one up someone they think is inferior

<at-peace> when one is wanting to prove something.... usually to themselves

<opentext> So we can then that Paul here is not only talking about being that example of the believers, but he is also showing us how essential it is for one to develop that trust and confidence in God and His Word.

<opentext> How important it is that one studies to show themselves approved unto God, a workman that has no reason to be ashamed, because they have used the truth as directed by the Father.

<at-peace> 1Thes 4:12That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as the Word tells us that we are to trust in God with "all" of our heart, and not to lean to our own understanding. To seek His wisdom in all that we do, in each and every step we take on this journey towards home.

<greg> only the truth will set one free, and allow the peace of God to continue to rule

<opentext> Now, if we all truly work out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God, how many doubtful disputations do you think there would be?

<helpmate> there would not be any as everyone will have learned the truth for themselves

<disciple> there wouldn't be any, unless the flesh was in dispute with the Spirit

<greg> there wouldn’t be the doubt, which would eliminate the disputes

<opentext> How much more are you apt to want to listen to or follow someone that has overwhelming confidence in all that they say and do?

<disciple> without hesitation

<at-peace> much easier to follow someone who knows than one who is unsure

<opentext> Remember, Paul starts off this chapter stating that those that are "weak" in the faith, that those that are rooted and grounded in the truth [the basis of our faith] that we are to receive. So immediately we are able to see that these people are lacking the proper fiber in their spiritual diet, and they know need proper instruction on how to nourish themselves, and overcome this blockage within their life.

<opentext> One is saved by grace, through faith. It is not of works, which takes away from one boasting [doubtful disputations] and makes one put their trust and confidence in God, and His instructions given on how to receive and maintain this gift.

<opentext> If you spent all of your time each day, concerned with what others are eating or consuming, wouldn't one get to the place where they would have to be neglecting their own salvation?

<disciple> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> And if one neglects their own diet, how long before their own body then gets messed up? And because it is a gradual thing, how many are able to recognize what caused this blockage within their life?

<helpmate> most cannot     <disciple> not many

<opentext> So we can see then how essential it is, for the individual to establish and maintain their relationship with the Father by and through Jesus Christ, so that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ is what is shining forth from them, to enable those that are seeking to find their way to the throne of God. Any questions or comments from today's study?
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