21 September 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, that you have made for us, that we can fellowship with you, to be partakers with you, by and through Christ Jesus, your Son, our Lord and savior. Let us be mindful of the fact that all of your promises are yea and amen, yet, it is dependent in and upon us being in agreement with you.

 

<opentext> Heb. 10: 23 Let us hold fast the profession of faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  KJV.

 

<opentext> Let "us" hold fast, the profession of faith!  For He that made the promises, is faithful that His Word will come to pass. 
Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)

<opentext> Now remember, that in the beginning, God said, "Let us" make man, in "our" image, and after "our" likeness. (Gen 1:26)
<opentext> Just as when Jesus Christ was asked to teach the disciples to pray, He started off by saying, "our Father". (Matt 6:9-13)
<opentext> How often when facing decisions or choices in our every day life and walk, does one recognize that they have to either be in full agreement with God, of in full opposition to that which He has declared (Matt 12:30)?

<greg> if one is not letting the peace of God rule in the decisions, then they wont have Fathers intended results

<disciple> we are either totally His or we are in a conspiracy against Him

 

<opentext> Before the foundation of the world, God [the Father, Son and Holy spirit, being in full agreement and accord] set in motion the plan for mankind, in spite of seeing the short-comings of man.

 
<opentext> Eph 1:4, According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: (KJV)

 
I Jn 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (KJV)
I Jn 5:8 And there are three that bear witness in earth (in earthen vessels), the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. (KJV)

<opentext> So in holding fast, "the profession of faith", one has to come into agreement with God's purpose and plan for mankind.

<opentext> So when faced with the decisions and choices that one has each day, does one always line it up, and consider it them with their profession of faith?

<disciple> we should, since we cannot do anything to please Father without faith (Heb 11:6)
<greg> if one is speaking in line with what they are hearing from Father, they will have the confidence to hold fast and see it through and allow it to come to pass

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ only spoke those things He heard the Father speak (John 8:38), and only did those things which He saw the Father do (John 8:28-29). Thus we can see why our relationship with the Father, by and through Christ Jesus, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit is so vital for our very being, and continued existence.

<opentext> To hold fast "the profession of faith", one has to be in agreement with God, by hearing the Message once delivered to us by Christ, and which is then revealed to the believer by the Spirit of truth. (Rom 10:17, John 16:13-14)
<opentext> Yet, how many things happen and transpire in a day, that tries to persuade one from holding fast to the promises of God?

<disciple> it happens all day long...always temptation...just as Jesus of Nazareth faced each day

<greg> the more one speaks in line with Father, the more resistance one will encounter, thus all the more reason to hold fast and not be tossed to and fro

2 Tim 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

2 Tim 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (KJV)

Rev 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. (KJV)

Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; (KJV)

<chosen> sometimes it's constantly

<mike> people look at you like you from some other planet when we speak the things heard from Christ.

 

<opentext> Now stop and think for a moment, that as children of this world, we were taught to judge things by that which we observed in the physical realm. Yet, to have a true relationship with the Father, one must be able to see past the lies of the lower nature, and walk by that which faith presents to the viewer (2 Cor 5:7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) (KJV)). What kind of conflict does that bring about?

<greg> spirit and flesh are contrary one to another (Gal 5:17), so by presenting that which we understand with our spiritual senses, it totally contradicts what man considers priorities

 <at-peace> one is to judge a righteous judgment... comparing spiritual with spiritual.... flesh wants to judge by the physical…which causes conflict within and at times without

John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. (KJV)

<disciple> if we walk in the Spirit, we will not give attention to those traditions and doctrines of men

<mike> 2 Cor 10:3-5, 3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> Let God be true, and every man a liar! To hold fast our profession of agreement with God, regardless of the opposition formed against us [the believer in agreement with God]. 

 
Isa 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. (KJV)

<opentext> Good perceptions; so then, how often does one allow the external persuasions to be of more influence then Father and His Word?

<disciple> we try never to do that, but do fall short at times

<mike> if I dont hold fast what I've seen and heard, then fear can enter in and steal my peace

<at-peace> at times one observes but does not study to be quiet waiting to hear the whole matter from God and reacts accordingly

observe & study to be quiet until one hears the whole matter from God  - don’t react to the circumstances per-maturely…. Wait and calm down so that we may hear the still small voice of God.

 

<opentext> Have you ever went to pay for something with lets say a $20 bill, and they tried to give you back change for something less then that? What was your response? Did you allow them to cheat or steal from you? Or, did you enforce your rights?

<disciple> i let them know they were not giving me the correct change

<greg> i caught one yesterday trying to pass a phony transfer slip on the bus, had to pay up

<at-peace> i would say for most of us we would enforce our rights

 

<opentext> God's Word is of far greater value then any amount of money that one could ever have or obtain; but to illustrate how the world tries to cheat us out of the promises of God, gives us a clear picture of how the world tries to get us to compromise that which we have heard. And how many times a day, does the world try to get us to compromise that which we have heard from Father?

<disciple> many times

<greg> the world only wants to hear about the blessings promised in the bible, not the responsibility for their own salvation, or the consequences of sin

<at-peace> John 10:10, The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (KJV)

<at-peace> satan is as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.... continually ... he is the accuser of the brethren night and day

 

<opentext> And so regardless of the antics, tricks or illusions the world may try to cheat us with, we have to hold fast our profession [confidence in the work He has begun within us] of faith without wavering, being mindful that He that promised is faithful, and cannot lie.

Operating in now faith, having our shield of faith up and operational at all times, to be able to stop the firery darts from getting through.  Those darts are continually coming at one.
Being observant, not ignorant.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study? [looks like we will spend one more day at least on this, so i am able to cover that which Father asked of me]

 

<greg> o/                <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Isa 1:18-20, 18Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. (KJV)

<greg> as long as Father, Son, holy spirit and I, are in agreement, then and only then can one hold fast

<opentext> being confident of the work begun within, and allowing Him to bring it to completion by remaining in agreement with Them...

 

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/                               <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share....

<at-peace> Lam 3:22-23. 22
It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. (KJV)

<opentext> Holding fast the profession of faith [maintaining the course and walk on the strait and narrow path, the blessings of God come upon us and overtake us [surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all of the days of my life].

<at-peace> without Him one would be consumed

<opentext> thus the importance of remaining in union [agreement] with Him
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Ps 37:23-31 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. (KJV)

