21 June 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your Word this day that never changes, we thank you that you are faithful to your Word and we pray that we will also be faithful to you and your Word. We thank you that all that you provide for us is exactly what we have need of this day through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:18-19, 18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the way open for [God's] wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord. AMP

 

<opentext> God's peace, it has been made available to us, but as this translation tells us, that it depends upon you as to whether it is in operation within your life. Remember Jesus Christ said that His peace He gave unto us. 

<opentext> So when His peace is not in operation in one's life, do you think that person will be out to revenge themselves whenever they think or assume they have been slighted in any way?

<disciple> definitely     <helpmate> yes

<at-peace> James 1:20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> So it should be an instant warning sign for the believer when vengeance becomes apparent in their life and in their walk. Yet, how easy is it for a person to "want to get even" when they think they are slighted, or wounded in any way?

<disciple> the flesh thinks about that first thing...if we are grounded in Christ, we will allow Father to handle that situation

<helpmate> if the mind is not kept renewed and one leans toward the flesh it is real easy

<opentext> Now let us also be mindful that in this chapter we have been seeing how we are to be developing the character of Christ within us. Yet, some areas of His character are easier for the believer to allow to develop then others. And just as verse 18 so aptly points out, that this is going to be dependent upon how much of the character of Christ lies within us in this area of one's life.

<opentext> Father chastens and rebukes those whom He loves. So when we are chastened in an area or aspect of our life or walk, this is an area that Father sees that one has need for improvement or further development in, to allow Christ to shine forth.

<opentext> And also, since this is listed towards the end of the chapter, do you think that maybe that is because this is one of the more difficult areas for a believer to overcome?

<chosen> yes     <disciple> yes    <helpmate> yes

<opentext> Why is this?

<helpmate> 1 Sam 17:47And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands.(KJV)

<disciple> because we are aware that Father doesn't tolerate sin, so we try to be the avenger at times 

<helpmate> because it has been more ingrained in our life...it has been a way of life for a long time, and the flesh gets strong…we have to work at it a little at a time...line upon line, precept upon precept

<opentext> What about our society, and the world in general at this place and time. With all of the wars and rumors of war, what seems to be the thing to do when people do not agree?

<disciple> protest or terrorism     <chosen> attack!

<helpmate> start a war...slander     <at-peace> anger turns to wrath

<opentext> Very good answers. And notice how each person had a slightly different definition or understanding of why these things happen. So without the peace of God ruling and reigning in one's heart, all of these characteristics that are opposite of the character of Christ will rise to the surface.

<opentext> And think about this as well, how often when around others that have these feelings or motivations; how easy is it to get pulled into the fracas with them?

<helpmate> sometimes it can be very easy     <chosen> can be easy

<disciple> very easy if we don't stand fast and keep our focus on Father

<opentext> Why is this?

<disciple> we will only get pulled in if we begin to waver losing our focus

<helpmate> because we have not kept our mind renewed as we should be...Luke 11:3 day by day our daily bread…renewed because His word is truth, and that is what we need to endure to the end

<at-peace> if one does not have the shield of faith up the fiery darts can get through

<opentext> What about the choices people make in who the people are that they associate with; can this have any bearing or affect on what will transpire?

<at-peace> evil communications will corrupt good morals     <disciple> it can

<chosen> yes if we allow it in     <helpmate> yes, it sure can, and will

<at-peace> 2 Tim 2:17And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see that there are so many things that can allow the wrong leaven into the mixture that can cause a person to revert to the ways of the world. Jesus Christ tells us that if one knows the truth, then the truth will set one free, and if they continue in it, keep them free.

<opentext> So many things that can stir revenge and vengeance in one's life, but only one thing, Christ, is necessary to keep one free from the feelings of this world.

<opentext> Today, if you will allow the peace of God to rule and reign in your heart, then you will be able to remain separate from the conflicts in and of the world that surround you. In the world, but not of the world.
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