21 June 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for that which you have prepared for us in your Word, we are thankful for your love, for your wisdom and the counsel that you always have for us, and we pray that we will be open to your leading this day, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 8:5-6, 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 8:5.  For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature, and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit. 6.  For to be thinking the things suggested by the lower nature means death, but to be thinking the things suggested by the Spirit means life and peace. [Williams NT]

 

<opentext> For each and everything that a person does, they will be following some kind of a standard. And, what the believer should realize and recognize by now, is that there are two standards out there, one of the lower nature, and that of the divine nature.

<opentext> That is, that one is either for God, or against Him.

<opentext> And whatever standard it is, that a person is following after, is what will then be forming and controlling the thought pattern for that person.

<opentext> Now, when one starts thinking and meditating on those things governed and guided by the lower nature, does one ever consider that they have started the death process for their life?

<at-peace> one does not always take that into consideration

<chosen> no     <disciple> no

 

<opentext> For that matter, does one even consider that those thoughts are capable of being that deadly or damaging?

<disciple> nope    <chosen> no

<at-peace> a little leaven can and will if allowed leaven the whole lump

 

<opentext> So then, when His peace is not operating within one's life, why doesn't one recognize that their mind has to be thinking on things other then Him?

<chosen> we aren't listening to His voice, nor discerning good and evil

<disciple> they should...knowing that Father is peace, but the flesh is controlling by then

<at-peace> more focused on the problems than on the solution or way of escape

 

<opentext> It is all in the training of the child of the way they should go, so that when there is any variation from the strait and narrow path, that one will sense the danger immediately. And that is determined by the standard that has dominance in their walk...life or death.

<opentext> God is a Spirit: and those that worship, fellowship with Him, must do so in Spirit, and by the guidelines set forth by the truth of His Word.

 

<opentext> So, we should be beginning to see the vast difference between the two natures [that of the flesh versus the Spirit].

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament,  Romans 8:7  Abandonment to earthly things is a state of enmity to God. Such a mind does not submit to God's Law, and indeed cannot do so.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:7, Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

Rom 8:7, [That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to God's Law; indeed it cannot. AMP

 

<opentext> Now, how often does one consider, that when they allow their thoughts to stray from His Word and His kingdom, that they have declared open hostility against Him?

<disciple> never thought of it like that until now   <chosen> not usually

 

<opentext> And yet the Word is plain to tell us, that those who are not with Him, have to be in opposition against Him. Yet, because of the way that people have been taught, they seldom consider the ramifications of their actions, regardless of how slight they may seem or appear.

 

<opentext> And how often does one try to grade their rebellion or disobedience, by thinking or saying that it is not that severe, so therefore in can not matter that much?

<disciple> not thought of it as grading rebellion...but have thought something similar to that

<opentext> Because it is a carnal mind, and relishes earthly and sinful things, and lives in opposition to the pure and holy law of God. Therefore, it is hostility against God; it is irreconcilable and implacable hatred.  (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> Now if we look at it as Clarke here defines it, we can see clearly that any rebellion or disobedience towards God, is hatred.

 

<opentext> His kingdom is not of this world. So why would one who loves Him, become so attached to those things [earthly and sinful] that will jeopardize this relationship with Him?

<at-peace> blindness of the heart unable to see through the veil

<disciple> they are thinking about now, and not about the consequences of their actions.

 

<opentext> None of us would think about jumping into traffic in the middle of the freeway during rush hour. Yet, when one loses their focus on Father, and does nothing to correct this situation, what is the difference?

<disciple> none    <chosen> there is none

 

<opentext> So we should be able to see how important it is, for the mind and heart to be fed the things that are life and peace, and this can only happen by thinking in and on Him and His Word. {Phil 4:8, thinking on these things].

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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