21 July 2005 Thursday Bible Study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for another opportunity to walk in your plan of salvation, a plan formulated before the foundation of the world, and revealed through your Son, the firstborn of many brethren, giving us the perfect example to follow, and now in your presence on our behalf, Jesus Christ our mediator

 

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

Romans 13:8  Never owe anyone anything save the debt of brotherly love; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law.

 

<opentext> To owe or be obligated for nothing but love. Yet, how often is it that people try or attempt to do everything for other people, except to show the love of Christ?

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please man more than God... forgetting what love really is

 

<opentext> Eph 3:19, [That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being]  unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]! AMP

 

<opentext> Paul tells us that we are "to know" the love of Christ which passes the knowledge of the lower nature. Yet how often is it when trying to be of assistance to others, that ones goes through a list of things to do in the lower nature, before considering that which Father would have us to do?

<at-peace> whenever one gets caught up in the situation and forgets to seek out Father's wisdom and counsel.... where the solution lies
….seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness….the wisdom from above

James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. (KJV)

<opentext> But then also, one must have an understanding of the love of Christ, before they are able to share it with others. Most try to share love by the understanding of the lower nature [phileo love] rather then a real and true meaning of God's love [agape love].

<opentext> The love of the lower nature always tries or attempts to keep things smooth; and yet people forget that God chastens and rebukes those whom He loves(Rev 3:19).

<opentext> So what is wrong with trying to keep things smooth?

<helpmate> keeping things smooth is the i'm ok, your ok syndrome

<at-peace> the warning bell does not get rung

Ezek 3:18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. (KJV)

<opentext> Think about this for a bit; what happens when one gets involved with people on the carnal level; and as problems continue to grow in spite of what advice you have given on their level or plane, then how obligated [to owe or indebted] is it that you "feel" to continue to try to help them out of the situation?

<helpmate> a little leaven sets in

<at-peace> one finds themselves entangled 

<helpmate> your lower makes you feel like you are responsible for what is happening so you are obligated to help them to get out of it

 
2 Tim 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. (KJV)

Gal 5:1 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:20, For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)

 

<helpmate> yes...that’s it

<opentext> So then we can see why Paul tells us to remain independent of the external circumstances(Phil 4:11). Why we are to continue our journey through this life here, in the Spirit(Gal5:16, Gal 5:25), and thus be that written epistle(2Cor 3:2-3) that will give light to the situation, without being drawn into it.

<opentext> To owe no man, anything but love.

<opentext> Think about when you first started coming to a working knowledge of Jesus Christ, and how people always had advice for you. How often was it that the advice that they had worked, or did it mainly aggravate the situation?

<helpmate> it may have worked for them, but it was for their problem...no 2 people are alike so no 2 solutions are going to be exactly alike either…but it was usually a solution in the physical sense...not the spiritual

<opentext> What were your feelings afterwards towards those who gave you that faulty counsel [advice within the realm of the lower nature]? Did you ever want to believe them again?

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So then even if they had sound counsel to give after that, you would not have been receptive to it. So we can see more clearly why Paul says to be indebted to no one, except for the love of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often when showing the love of Christ in a situation, is it the counsel that people really want to hear, let alone acknowledge?

<helpmate> most of the time...if they are carnal Christians
<opentext> And yet at the same time, doesn't the lower nature want to be accepted by people, and especially by those who "appear to be" likeminded?

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> lower nature does not like to not be liked

<opentext> To owe no man anything except God love, takes just a bit more discipline and love, then most people realize, let alone want to acknowledge.

The love of God:

Rom 5:6-8 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (KJV)

 
Isa 53:3-5 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (KJV)
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