21 January 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> graeme, would you open in prayer today?

<d-h> yes

<d-h> Father, thank you for this time and opportunity to gather through Jesus Christ our Lord to learn more from You and of You. Thank You that Your Word will give us the strength to continue in that which You ask of us this day.

<opentext> Rom 3:27-29, 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: KJV

 

<opentext> If you will all recall, that we are to walk by faith, and not by sight. The law of faith is that which pertains to our spiritual nature. The Old Testament law, or Mosaic law pointed out our moral short-comings, and made us aware of them, and how these short-comings were not pleasing to God. People can follow the law, but, one must also be aware of why they are doing it. If the motivation is anything other then pleasing God, then it falls under works and the law, and that means one has left themselves outside of the borders of grace, and Christ has become of no effect to them.

<opentext> We love Him [or this is why we should] because we recognize that He first loved us, by coming to that understanding of this marvelous plan of restoration or reconciliation that He has made available to mankind.

 

<opentext> Yet, does one always remember this when trying to be pleasing to Him?

<disciple> not always  <at-peace> no  [05:12] <d-h> not always

 

<opentext> People try to make God exclusive to their heritage, beliefs, culture or any other number of rationalizations. Yet, one must remember that the Word tells us that he poured out His Spirit on all flesh; that whosoever would call upon the name of the Lord, has that opportunity to be saved, to be delivered, to be made whole.

<d-h> only obedience to what He asks can please Him

<opentext> Rom 3:30-31, 30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. KJV

 

<opentext> Whether Jew or Gentile, whether bond or free, whether male or female, it is by grace through faith, that one is able to come into fellowship with God.

 

<opentext> Gal 2:16, that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. (KJV)

 

<opentext> The law pointed out or short-comings, but could do nothing to bring about a change in our lower nature. The Message of Father's love [faith] shows the believer how we are able to be obedient to God by learning to operate in and with the divine nature of Christ that has been made available to us. One must hear the Message, to be able to see the reality of this marvelous plan of reconciliation. Yet, how often does one try to please God by the lower nature, rather then seeking to live and operate in the divine nature?

<d-h> j: when they are in their flesh as the world teaches

<chosen> we will only be pleasing to Him if we are walking in the Spirit, anything else is displeasing to Him

<disciple> anytime one is lacking fellowship with Him they will operate in the lower nature and think they are pleasing Him through works

 

<opentext> Rom 3:30-31, 30 Since it is one and the same God Who will justify the circumcised by faith [which germinated from Abraham] and the uncircumcised through their [newly acquired] faith. [For it is the same trusting faith in both cases, a firmly relying faith in Jesus Christ]. 31 Do we then by [this] faith make the Law of no effect, overthrow it or make it a dead letter? Certainly not! On the contrary, we confirm and establish and uphold the Law. AMP

 

<opentext> We are saved by grace [recognizing that there is nothing on our part that could make us worthy of God's love] through faith [acceptance of God's mercy made available by and through Christ Jesus]. It is not of works. It is by simple obedience to His Message of love. It is not dependent upon that which anyone else is doing. Each person has to hear and apply this Message of love to their own life, their own walk. Yet, how often is one influenced by what others are doing or saying?

<chosen> when we are more influenced by others then we are neglecting our relationship with Him

<disciple> i don't believe i am doing that as much now as before...growing daily by listening to Father rather than to other people

<d-h> g: each person is asked to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling: if we are looking for others approval we are not doing this

<at-peace> should be never, since Father knows best what each individual has need of 

 

<opentext> Now, it may seem that Paul is quite repetitious here, but one must remember that when they have placed themselves under the law, how difficult it is for one to see the bondage they have placed themselves in and under. How often does it happen to us, that we need to hear things more then once or twice, before we hear and understand what is being presented?

<chosen> many times  <disciple> or three or four times  <d-h> we do

<chosen> we have to bee seeking Him with ALL of our heart, to hear and see all that He is sharing with us

 

<opentext> How often does one hear things according to past or previous instructions, and thus miss the newness of what is being presented?

<disciple> when our old training and thinking is still present in those areas being presented, and the lower nature wants to hang on to it

<chosen> like trying to put new wine in to old bottles

<at-peace> when we don't operate in now faith

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

