21 December 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for each of us in your Word and through out this day that will enable us and keep and sustain us in our journey home to You through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Romans 10:17  And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to believe God!  We are saved by God's grace, through faith, that is believing the Message of reconciliation delivered to us by Jesus Christ. Even though one can hear God's message, does that mean that they are always going to believe it for themselves?

<disciple> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> Heb 11:1, NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses] AMP

<opentext> Where really is our struggle to believe God and all that He has promised us? Is it the battle between the lower nature and the divine nature? Walking by sight rather then faith?

<opentext> If one does not have a title deed for any particular thing, can they really say that they have rightful possession of it?

<at-peace> no

<opentext> One is born again by God grace afforded to us by faith in the promise that He has given us. And we know that God is not a man that He should lie. So in any instance that one wants to operate in God's realm, they have to take possession of that promise, and live according to it. 

<opentext> Yet, one has to know that that which God has spoken is true, otherwise they will merely be hoping that maybe someday, those things may happen to them and for them.

<opentext> Note how the Amplified translation says in Heb 11:1, that now faith is the assurance of the things once hoped for. 

<opentext> We should all be able to recall instances where we once hoped for something from God, and then one's faith made that leap from the physical understanding to the spiritual reality of it. From just hoping that God heard us and might respond to us, to knowing that He had not only heard but answered immediately.

<opentext> Now even though God always answers immediately, is our hearing always receptive to hearing His reply at the time?

<at-peace> not always   <disciple> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> So when that happens that we do not hear immediately, could that imply that in that area one might be still stuck on the lower nature side of the equation?

<chosen> yes      <disciple> yes

<at-peace> one is either within or outside the veil... to hear immediately one needs to be within the veil

<opentext> Recall if you will, when you were first born again; one knew they were God's Child, but if someone had told you then that you could actually have Christ living and abiding inside you, to lead you and guide you down the proper path, would you have been able to believe it, let alone grasp it?

<disciple> probably not     <chosen> no

<opentext> And why was this? We knew that God had done a great work within us. We knew that a change had taken place. 

<disciple> it would be too much to believe that a living God would send His Son to live within us, mortals, and take us in...with the memories of our past sin so recent

<at-peace> the eyes of our understanding had not been developed to the point of being able to understand and perceive

<opentext> Rom 1:17, For in the Gospel a righteousness which God ascribes is revealed, both springing from faith and leading to faith [disclosed through the way of faith that arouses to more faith]. As it is written, The man who through faith is just and upright shall live and shall live by faith.  AMP

<opentext> It is all in one's ability to hear the Message delivered to one by and through Christ. Think about this for a moment, the areas where you have been able to accept the title deed to Father's promises, is where one has been able to set aside all of man' opinions that they have heard, and been able to hear the voice and counsel of God.

<opentext> From faith, hearing the Message delivered by Christ [where one has been able to hear and trust God] to faith, expanding the borders of believing that which God speaks to us.

<opentext> Look at it this way, if someone told you that the earth was flat, what would you think of them? And yet, if you had lived 600 years ago, wouldn't you have held with the popular opinion?

<disciple> probably so   <chosen> yes

<opentext> So we can see how easily the lower nature is steered by what popular opinion may be. It takes trust in God and that which He has spoken to cross that chasm between the lower nature and the divine nature.

<opentext> Rom 3:28, For we hold that a man is justified and made upright by faith independent of and distinctly apart from good deeds (works of the Law). [The observance of the Law has nothing to do with justification.] AMP

<opentext> One is justified by stepping away from popular opinion, and accepting and living in the promises of God.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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