Bible Study Wednesday 21 August 2002

 

How often does one forget the example they are (supposed to be) portraying in everyday life?

 

James 1:23-24 Because if anyone merely listens to the message without obeying it, he is like a man who looks in a mirror at his own face, 24. for he looks and then goes off and at once forgets how he looked. (Williams New Testament)

 

Does one always understand the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow?

John 17:26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. (KJV) 

 

And all these declarations Jesus Christ made, that the love of God, and Christ Jesus himself, might dwell in them; and thus they were to become a habitation for God through the eternal Spirit. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. (KJV)

 

We have been given the measure of faith! The love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Spirit of God. One’s faith, or ability to believe God, is activated by how much they understand or comprehend His love.

 

Ephesians 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

 

[To know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge] It is only by the love of Christ that we can know the love of God: the love of God to man induced him to give Christ for his redemption; Christ's love to man induced him to give his life's blood for his salvation. The gift of Christ to man is the measure of God's love; the death of Christ for man is the measure of Christ's love. God so loved the world, etc. Christ loved us, and gave himself for US. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

"That ye may acknowledge, approve, and publicly acknowledge, that love of God which surpasseth knowledge." We can acknowledge and approve of that which surpasses our comprehension. We cannot comprehend God; yet we can know that he is; approve of, love, adore, and serve him. In like manner, though we cannot comprehend the immensity of the love of Christ, yet we know that he has loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood; and we approve of, and acknowledge, him as our only Lord and Saviour. In this sense we may be said to know the love of Christ that passeth knowledge. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[That he might be filled with all the fullness of God.] Among all the great sayings in this prayer, this is the greatest. To be FILLED with God is a great thing; to be filled with the FULLNESS of God is still greater; but to be filled with ALL the fullness of God, utterly bewilders the sense and confounds the understanding. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

John 15:10-12 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (KJV)

 

Titus 2:7-8 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. (KJV)

 

1 Peter 5:3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. (KJV)

 

2 Thessalonians 3:9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. (KJV)

 

Philippians 3:17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (KJV)
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