21 April 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we come before you Father with thanks for all that you have so faithfully blessed us with, your love, your grace and your mercy is beyond measure. we thank you for providing your Word to encourage and equip us so that we may continue this day walking in the newness of life that you have given to us through your Son Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 12:6, Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; KJV

 

<opentext> Now another thing I want us to look at in this verse before we move on, is how Paul states that we have gifts or abilities differing according to the grace that is given to us. 

<opentext> For those that have not done anything of great magnitude wrong, do they see much of a need for grace, since they think that they have lived a pretty moral life?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> no

<greg> many boast of works, not realizing salvation is a gift

<chosen> they don't often see the true value of it

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Why is that?

<at-peace> their heart and mind has been blinded by the god of this world

<chosen> when you know what you have been saved from, the death of sin that you were in, then you realize the depths of that grace and love

<greg> they judge by outward appearances, thinking mans approval makes them special

<helpmate> they think of themselves as a self made man...they did everything, God didn't do anything

<opentext> As with the parable of the vineyard, where the workers that came in at the end of the day, and were to get the same wages as those that toiled there the full day, do you think some of those that labored there all day might have had a little animosity build up within them?

<chosen> yes absolutely     <helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes…the fallen nature of man always expects more

<opentext> It is by grace through faith that we are saved, not of anything we can do of ourselves, lest any man should boast. It is as we accept God's grace, and then listen attentively to the Message once delivered, that we will then come to a fuller and deeper understanding of why we needed this grace, and how and why it can and will work in our life if we allow it to.

<opentext> Now if the lower nature is allowed to rise up at all, isn't that then when it begins to become a competition between people? [A good example of that would be of how people try to out do each other with their testimonies]

<at-peace> yes, trying to one up      <chosen> yes

<opentext> What do you think that does to those that don't appear to have much of a testimony?

<greg> most rely on a one time testimony of their own works, and are clueless about having the testimony of Jesus Christ and Him crucified

<at-peace> crushes their confidence, causing one to think that they don't have much to share

<helpmate> it is like a put down...they think they are better than you because they have been delivered from something much more than you....they think more highly then they ought

<opentext> And then too, don't these people usually form cliques, and exclude or ignore those that they  think do not belong in their exclusive circle?

<helpmate> usually, yes     <chosen> yes they can

<at-peace> the fallen nature likes to have company that agrees with them

<greg> its called the now faith was club     <helpmate> or the inner circle

<opentext> So we have to recognize that we are all sinners that had need of His grace. And as one learns to become more attentive to His Message, then they can more readily realize how much they have need of this grace in their life. Or as Paul said so well, that we each have to work out our own salvation with reverence and awe to and for God.

<opentext> Now as one gets to that place that they are able to understand and appreciate this grace given them, isn't that when they are then more willing to submit to that which God may ask of them?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes, loving Him because He first loved us     <at-peace> yes

<greg> Paul tried it both ways, the old law and the law of faith, saved by grace, found the latter much more effective

<opentext> Yet, how often does the jealousy or envy of the lower nature get in the way of His grace, because of the way we think or assume that God is using others?

<helpmate> thought that way when i was still a babe in Christ

<chosen> only when a person is not content in that which God is asking specifically of them and taking for granted the talents He has blessed them with

<greg> if one is not able to be faithful in the least, recognizing opportunities to be used by God, they wont be faithful in anything else

<at-peace> when one's focus is off the mark of the prize

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is there for our advantage. It is His Word that will not return void. So we can see why it is so imperative that we yield ourselves to God, so that He is able to use us to deliver "His" Word.

<opentext> How many ways is God able to present His Word on the scene? How many different ways have you seen Him do it in your life?

<chosen> masses.....however many that He chooses to

<at-peace> His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts... above all that we could think or ask

<helpmate> too many to comprehend...the number is infinite

<greg> if one has their spiritual senses exercised and ready to hear, above all that we could ask or think

<opentext> And many times wasn't it in the simplest of ways that God was able to speak to you and your understanding most clearly?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes     <at-peace> that still small voice

<opentext> So then why is it that when it comes to God using us, that we then think that it has to be in some spectacular way, rather then just through the simplicity that is in Christ?

<at-peace> many are taught that if it is not something of big importance like saving a life then it is not of much consequence…the old thinking getting in the way

<opentext> Today, let us remain fully aware of God's grace in our lives, so that we will allow Him to use us in any way that is pleasing to Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> Isa 64:8But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. (KJV)
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