20 September 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for your plan of salvation, for the good work you have begun in us, and continue to do through the guidance of your Spirit in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Today, we are going to continue on yesterday's food for thought.

<opentext> Heb. 10: 23 Let us hold fast the profession of faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  KJV.

 

<opentext> Note that the word "our", is not in the verse that I posted, as it is an added word, and not in any of the original transcripts.

<opentext> Each of us as believers, has been given the measure of faith. It was delivered to us by and through Christ. (Rom 12:3, Eph 4:7)
<opentext> We have to choice to either agree with God, or to disagree with Him, the choice is ours. (Matt 12:30)
<opentext> Holding fast "our" profession of faith; if we are in agreement with Christ and God, then it can be holding fast our profession of faith. It makes me recall when Jesus Christ taught the disciples to pray, that He started of by presenting it as "our Father, who art in heaven.(Matt 6:9-13)
<opentext> The thing that one must remember, that there is but one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all (Eph 4:5-6). There is only one way to the Father, and that is by and through ones active participation in the divine nature of Christ. 
John 14:6-7 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. (KJV)

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; (KJV)

<opentext> Holding fast "our" profession of faith, without  wavering [not being indecisive, or double minded, or fickled, or hesitant, or unresolved, or erratic, or inconsistent, tentative, or uncertain]. 

<opentext> If one were to always remain cognizant of what the word waver means, would one be as quick to doubt God or His Word, of His promise?

<chosen> no     <disciple> nope

<greg> basically, when one wavers and is double minded, they are calling God a liar, and letting man be true

 

<opentext> When one wavers, doubt then begins to enter the arena, and how long do you think it will be before one begins a conspiracy against God? [Remember, that if one is not with Him, then they must be conspiring against Him].

<disciple> no long at all...the minute one starts to waver, they enter into the conspiracy

<at-peace> a little leaven, leavens the whole lump (1Cor 5:6, Gal 5:9)
 
Gal 5:7-9 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that when Father speaks to them or with them, that their attentiveness is not always what it should be? [That is, that one forgets that life or death is what is in the balance of what is being presented].

<greg> unto them that hear shall more be given(Mark 4:24), but when one listens to the wrong voice, they have allowed the thief access, and their goods to be stolen

John 10:5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV)
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (KJV)

Luke 11:21-22 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. (KJV)

<disciple> some become complacent with their words, and don't keep in mind that words can condemn or justify

 

<opentext> Now also remember, that Paul tells us in Ephesians, that there is one Lord, one faith, and that one faith can only come through Christ who has once delivered this Message of Father's purpose and plan to us. There are no alternative messages, no alternative faiths [doctrines]. 

1 Cor 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> It is based on the believers ability, their fortitude, to hear the Message once delivered, and allowing it to become a way of life, an actual way of living. 

<opentext> Yet, does one always applying to their life, to their walk, that which they have heard from Father? 

<at-peace> at times one falls short   <disciple> not all the time

 

<opentext> Remember, that it said, let us hold fast our profession of faith. That is that we have to hold steady our course on that strait and narrow path (Matt 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)); that no one else can do it for us (Phil 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (KJV)). Yet, how often does one allow what other people think or say, to determine how they will respond to God and His Word?

<disciple> becoming less often, more relying on Father and His Word, rather than man

<chosen> when one is more concerned with pleasing man, rather than God (Gal 1:10)
 

Weymouth's New Testament

Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold firmly to an unflinching avowal of our hope, for He is faithful who gave us the promises.

 

<opentext> Let God be true, and every man a liar, that one may justified in their sayings, that is that they may remain in agreement with God, regardless of what the external circumstances may try to say or dictate.

Rom 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> Not flinching, regardless of what the external circumstances try to say. Holding firmly to each and every word that Father presents to us, knowing that in them are the very essence of life.

<greg> letting the peace of God rule in our decisions (Col 3:15), no matter how small we think they are or important

Phil 4:11-13 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

Prov 4:13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. (KJV)

Matt 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (KJV)

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> How often  is one aware of the fact, that every word that Father presents to us, has life and death implications?

<opentext> Does one hold firmly to each and every word that He presents to us, regardless what anyone or everyone else is doing or saying?

<disciple> we should do that...not paying any attention to what others are doing, but working out our own salvation

<chosen> we need to remember to hide them all in our heart

<greg> the more one holds God to be true, the less popular they become

<at-peace> one should for He has the words of eternal life
John 6:68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If one were to remember, how precious each and every word is, that Father presents to us, would one be as apt to lightly regard that which Father speaks to them?

<greg> the steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord (Psa 37:23), so when one misses the instructions, they are apt to stray from the strait and narrow

<opentext> Today, let us hold fast "the profession of faith" without doubt or hesitation! Quick to hear Father's solution!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. (KJV)

John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

