Bible Study Wednesday 20 November 2002

 

What one believes, is determined by what they have given ear to. Only God’s Word is capable of activating the measure of faith within the believer. Only as one continues in the Word, can that faith remain activated, and develop to its full potential.

 

2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason I now remind you to rekindle and keep burning the fire of the divine gift which came upon you when I laid my hands upon you. (Williams New Testament)

 

This gift is represented here, under the notion of a fire, which, if it be not frequently stirred up, and fresh fuel added to it, will go out. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Paul tells us in Ephesians, that the measure of the gift, is Christ. All too often, people receive the gift, but have no idea of what they have received. Not only do they not know what they have received with the gift, but often times they have no concern or desire to see or obtain all that Father has for them. So then, if one does not study for Father’s approval, how can they come to an understanding of what they have received, let alone keep it fresh, and in an operational mode?

 

People display a love and a passion for things that they cherish. Yet, how many Christians truly have a love for God, and a true passion for His Word? For myself I can say that His Word is the love and passion of my life. This relationship can only be developed and maintained, by the time one spends with Father, and the effort which they put into their relationship with Him. This kind of devotion, this kind of love, this kind of passion, is what will keep the gift stirred, alive, and active in a person’s life. It will cause them to constantly, and consistently press on and strive towards the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

 

The laying on of hands, does not mean this is the only way in which the gift is capable of being received; but rather indicates the introduction and transference of power (Christ, the power and wisdom of God) by Paul as the instrument used by God, to introduce the people to His Son, Jesus Christ. People often see the way something happens one particular time, and then assume that, or limit God to only working in that way, or in that manner. How often have you limited God in that way in your life?

 

This is the precise idea which the apostle had in his mind; hence, the term anazoopurein (grk 329), which signifies to stir up the fire; to add fresh fuel to it. From this it plainly appears, that if Timothy had not continued to be a daily worker with God, he would have received the grace of God in vain. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Not many of us here would think of going days or weeks without feeding or nurturing our physical bodies, along with many snacks and treats. Yet, will you neglect, or be less concerned about the condition of your spirit man?

 

If one is constantly working, and building up the physical man, rather than the spiritual man, who or what will be the controlling force within you?

 

The agency of man himself is needful to keep the religion of the heart warm and glowing. However rich the gifts which God has bestowed upon us, they do not grow of their own accord, but need to be cultivated by our own personal care. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Working out or tending to your own salvation; that is tending to and keeping fresh, the gift of God which you have received, when one allows Jesus Christ to come into their life, and be Lord of their life. That is the beginning, however, then one must work daily, moment by moment, to keep kindled and fresh, that relationship with the Father, by and through Christ Jesus.

 

2 Timothy 4:2-4 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)

 

If one is not able to maintain their own fervor and zeal for God (studying to show yourself approved unto God), what kind of example will you set for those who are observing you and your lifestyle? And, if you are looking to man for wisdom and answers, will you be able to receive sound doctrine? (One must recall that Jesus Christ said in Matthew 16, that He would build His Church). 

 

Paul tells us that many have a zeal for God, but not according to the knowledge that God gives, within the framework of the gift which He has made available to each and every person. Many have the form of godliness, but without the image and power of God, what do they have that will be lasting?


 

1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (KJV)

 

One must remember that a person is saved by grace, through faith. It is not of works so that any person may boast, even yourself. What will you do to maintain the gift in full working order in your life, this day?
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