20 May 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and all that yo u have blessed us with, having made available to us everything that enables us to walk in your truth and pleasing to you in everything that we face.... we pray that we will remain open to your Spirit's leading and teaching as you share with us this day, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 7:14-16, 14 I can anticipate the response that is coming: "I know that all God's commands are spiritual, but I'm not. Isn't this also your experience?" Yes. I'm full of myself - after all, I've spent a long time in sin's prison. 15 What I don't understand about myself is that I decide one way, but then I act another, doing things I absolutely despise. 16 So if I can't be trusted to figure out what is best for myself and then do it, it becomes obvious that God's command is necessary.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Many people have a mental understanding of God and His Word. The problem is,  that those that worship, fellowship with the Father, must do so in Spirit, and in accordance with the truth of His Word.

<opentext> For most of us here, we have somewhat of a mental picture and understanding of how and why a computer works. One is able to use it to do many tasks that one wants to use it for. Yet, how many are able to see within the box that contains the computer, to understand how and why it works?

<helpmate> not many    <disciple> not many

<opentext> Most have a mental picture of how and why God's Word works. Yet, if they are not able to see past the written word on the page, how effective will their communications with the Father be? 

<disciple> not good at all  <helpmate> where there is no vision, the person will perish

<opentext> So then, if one is able to read and see what the Word says concerning their situation, but do not have a working knowledge of how to fully access what the Word says, what do you think the results will be?

<disciple> the situation cannot be remedied, because they have not got the wisdom to correct the situation

<helpmate> they will be lost and forever being bounced to and fro and from sea to sea

<chosen> they will be hearers only and not doers

<opentext> The lower nature sees and understands that which God asks of us within His Word, but it does not comprehend how to access it, so that it is beneficial for them. They have a mental assent with God and His Word, but have no revelation [vision] of how that it can be applied to, and work in their life.

<opentext> They will see and hear that which others do, and then try to imitate or mimic that in their life; but when that fails to work for them, what is the end result?

<helpmate> a second death  <disciple> ditto

<chosen> they will blame God for what is their actions

<opentext> Death will be the end result, and in the process of arriving there, then they blame God, and everyone else for their problems which are self-inflicted. 

 

<opentext> Rom 7:17-19, 17 But I need something more! For if I know the law but still can't keep it, and if the power of sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need help! 18 I realize that I don't have what it takes. I can will it, but I can't do it.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Those that worship, fellowship with the Father, m-u-s-t do so in His Spirit, in accordance with the truth of His Word.  God is a Spirit, therefore the relationship with Him, must be in the Spirit. The lower nature can see the need for change in their life, but since it is always responding in the flesh according to emotions, is it ever able to arrive at a successful relationship with the Father?

<disciple> no  <helpmate> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> So the lower or carnal nature, can see that which God is asking of them, but is never able to arrive at the place where it is able to successfully access the fulness of the gift [Christ] that God has made available to them.

<helpmate> 2 Tim 3:7Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> They see that they are lacking something, and that someth9ing more is necessary in order that they can respond in a favorable manner to God. Yet, do they turn to God for the solution, or do they look to their fellow man, who is in the same dilemma as they are?

<helpmate> most look to man

<disciple> most look to men, rather than Father...spiritual fornication

 

<opentext> Rom 7:19-20, 19 I decide to do good, but I don't really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. 20 My decisions, such as they are, don't result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> If you have a problem with your automobile, and you take it to the TV repairman, how successful do you think the repairs will be?

<disciple> it won't be successful...it won't get repaired

<helpmate> nothing will change, everything that is still wrong will only get worse

<opentext> If you noticed in the translation of these verses, that it continually talks about the things that "i" try to resolve the spiritual issues within "my" life. Just like trying to take your automobile for repairs to the Tv repairman; you get a bill, but nothing is ever resolved until you take it to the proper place.

<opentext> God knows that which is essential for the spiritual malfunction within our life. He has made available to us the solution for that which ails us. Yet, how often does one try to repair the problem on their own [as the verses describe] rather then going to the Authorized repair facility?

<disciple> most do, because they don't like the answers they hear from Father, or just can't hear Him

<helpmate> yes, because they are yet carnal and stay as babes all their life

<chosen> when not taking the time to listen to all of His counsel 

<opentext> "If" any man be "in" Christ, then He is a new creation. That which is essential has been changed, to allow one to then carry out that which the Father asks of them.

<opentext> Today, the key is, to remain "in" Christ!
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