Bible Study Monday 20 May 2002

 

What is your priority at the start of this day, physical or spiritual food?


Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. KJV


Yet, how many of us hear every word that comes forth from the mouth of God each day? We all know that we do not hear everything that God wants to say and share with us each day. The key is in growing up into Him in all things, so that one’s hearing becomes clearer and sharper, rather the becoming dull or lazy. Learning and training oneself, that the spiritual should be of a higher priority than the physical.

 

Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. KJV

 

It is good to be babes in Christ, but not always to continue in that childish state; we should endeavor to pass the infant state; we should always remain in malice children, but in understanding we should grow up to a manly maturity. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Hebrews 5:12-13 Though by this time you should be teaching other people, you still need someone to teach you once more the rudimentary principles of the divine revelation. You still need milk, not solid food. 13 (For anyone who is fed on milk is unskilled in moral truth; he is a mere babe.) (Moffatt translation)

 

[For when for the time] They had heard the Gospel for many years, and had professed to be Christians for a long time; on these accounts they might reasonably have been expected to be well instructed in divine things, so as to be able to instruct others. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

That the holy Scriptures are to be looked upon, consulted with, and submitted to, as the oracles of God; they are sometimes called the living, sometimes the lively oracles of God; because they are the oracles of the living God, and also life-giving oracles to them that obey them. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Isaiah 28:9-10 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: KJV

 

The prophet here complains of the wretched stupidity of this people, that they were unteachable and made no improvement of the means of grace which they possessed; they still continued as they were, their mistakes not rectified, their hearts not renewed, nor their lives reformed. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Has one forgot that faith is by hearing, receiving, and then applying to their life the message delivered by Christ, the living Word of God?

 

Since the beginning, God has placed before us, that which He asks of us. He has sent people to present His Word to us. Yet, how often does one really want to hear what God asks of us?

 

What it was that their prophets and ministers designed and aimed at. It was to teach them knowledge, the knowledge of God and his will, and to make them understand doctrine, v. 9. This is God's way of dealing with men, to enlighten men's minds first with the knowledge of his truth, and thus to gain their affections, and bring their wills into a compliance with his laws; thus he enters in by the door, whereas the thief and the robber climb up another way. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

He has sent His Word, to heal us spiritually, and deliver us from our own destructions of the flesh. However, if the remedy is ignored or not applied, what good does it do, for those that do not hear and follow the instructions?

 

Today, if you will hear His voice, and harden not your heart! Noah told the people that which God required of them, yet they ignored the voice of God, and heaped to themselves teachers that would satisfy their itching ears. They went and followed teachers that said that which they wanted to hear, not that which they needed to hear. Whose voice is it that you are listening to this day?
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