20 March 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Heavenly Father we are ever so grateful for your plan of salvation, for another opportunity this day to rejoice and be glad in the path of life you have made available to all that are willing to receive your precious word of life, and follow our forerunner, the one mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ our Lord.

 

<opentext> Today we start our excursion through the book of Hebrews. No matter where you look or read, there are not only disputations about when the epistle was written, but by whom it was written as well.

<opentext> Why do you think that there are all of these disputations?

<disciple> they were concentrating more on the physical of who wrote it rather than the spiritual of who inspired it

<greg> focused more on the messenger rather than the message

<opentext> Good answers. Traditions and rituals do not take long to gain a foothold. It only takes a small amount of time before people start defending these traditions and rituals, rather then continuing in the truth, which is what set them free.

<opentext> How often is it that people take sides, without any clear and concise information on who or what they are siding with?

<helpmate> that is so true

<disciple> they do, because they want to please one side or the other, and it's usually not Father

<greg> Jude 1:16These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. (KJV)

<greg> they hold man to be true and God the liar rather than the other way around

<greg> people pleasers

<opentext> And then interject the religious issue, and how head strong do people get with those things that they have been indoctrinated with?

<disciple> they get very stubborn, not wanting to hear the truth, lest they have to admit they are wrong, and have to change

<greg> have a form of godliness, but deny the power

<opentext> So how many of the people that have studied and made comments about the book of Herbrews, as to the one who penned it, and when it was written; do you think went in with an open heart and mind to hear Father's counsel? Or do you think the vast majority went in with preconceived thoughts and ideas permeated by there upbringing?

<disciple> they wanted Father to confirm what they already intended to hold fast to

<greg> their ideas and thoughts were based on whatever religious doctrine they held to, and not the message that was being delivered for the spirit man

<helpmate> if it would have been important to know who wrote it, Father would have let us know in no uncertain terms

<opentext> So as we begin this study into the book of Hebrews, it is important that we remember that "all" scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is profitable, or to my advantage to hear Father's guidelines concerning His purpose and plan of reconciliation.

<opentext> It is as one "hears" His purpose and plan, that they can then make the necessary changes to their life, so that their course can be properly changed or corrected to follow the righteous path established by the fore runner, Jesus Christ.

<opentext> It is as one hears Father's counsel, and takes to heart each and every word that Father speaks, (man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God), realizing that they have eternal implications for my life.

<opentext> Now of those that were used to pen the writings of the New Testament, how many are we able to surmise that had learned the concepts of God's purpose and plan of salvation (the mystery of the Gospel)?

<disciple> paul for sure, but not sure about the others

<greg> I would say all had a knowledge of the mystery, and as we see with Paul’s writings he was a work in progress

<helpmate> many had bits and pieces of knowledge...Paul was the only one who had anything of any real meaning

<opentext> They all had knowledge of it, yet it is Paul that we are able to observe, that sought out the deep things of God, and always thirsted for a deeper understanding, so he could share that with those seeking.

<opentext> The insights or revelation that are put forth in the book of Hebrews, gives one and understanding of Father's purpose and plan, and also uncovers for us those things that were hidden in the Old Testament.

<opentext> For those sincerely seeking, it enables them to become that more active participant in and of His divine nature.

<opentext> So with these thoughts in heart and mind, as one then begins to look at the epistle to the Hebrews, one can understand how it had to be penned by someone with great insight into the mystery of the gospel, as well as a vast knowledge of the Old Testament writings.

<opentext> So then if we assume that it was penned by Paul, why then doesn't he use or insert his name in it, as he did in all of his other epistles?

<disciple> he didn't need to...he needed them to hear the Words in their heart and not look at the messenger

<helpmate> we know that Paul had both knowledge and insight, but...it is God's voice through Paul’s voice that i hear speaking to me

<opentext> For a moment consider this; have you ever heard something bad about a person, and assumed it to be true, even though you never met the person?

<disciple> yes

<greg> they would look more at the person, and tune out the message

<opentext> Or what about a person that you knew in the past that was bad news, and you never believed could change?

<disciple> yes...have experienced that a bit lately

<greg> yes, and people don’t believe others can change when they don’t allow the word to change them

<opentext> Paul, (Saul previous to his transformation) knew that many people would not trust him, just as the disciples didn't when he went to meet with them. So for me, it would be great wisdom for Paul not to insert his name, so that people would not be turned off or prejudiced before they ever started reading that which God had him pen.
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