20 June 2004 Food for thought!

 

Acts 20:26-28 I've done my best for you, given you my all, 27 held back nothing of God's will for you. 28 "Now it's up to you. Be on your toes. (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 So we're not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day goes by without his unfolding grace. 17 These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. 18 There's far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can't see now will last forever. (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 For instance, we know that when these bodies of ours are taken down like tents and folded away, they will be replaced by resurrection bodies in heaven — God-made, not handmade 2 — and we'll never have to relocate our "tents" again. Sometimes we can hardly wait to move — and so we cry out in frustration. Compared to what's coming, living conditions around here seem like a stopover in an unfurnished shack, and we're tired of it! We've been given a glimpse of the real thing, our true home, our resurrection bodies! 5 The Spirit of God whets our appetite by giving us a taste of what's ahead. He puts a little of heaven in our hearts so that we'll never settle for less. (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 


I truly understand the great love that Paul had for God, His Son Jesus Christ, and this Message of love that Father had given Paul, as he sought the full counsel of God for not only himself, but for any and all that would hear his voice. Paul poured out his life and his heart to and for the people, and many times to the detriment of himself and his own well being.

 


I can say for myself, that over the years there are times that I have come short in that which Father has asked of me; but for the last 8 years or so, I have put all of my heart and life into my walk with God [with my wife by my side, encouraging me and standing with me], and have done all that He has asked of me [us]. What Father has in store for me [us] in the days ahead, that I do not know. However, I will do whatever He asks of me, to the best of the ability that He has placed within me. For now, I will live and operate in now faith.

 


The question that faces each and every believer is, have we accepted and utilized all that Father has prepared for us, and set on the banqueting table before us? Food for thought!

 

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ,

Your brother in Him, Larry. (
