20 July 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

Father we thank you for this day and this time that you have blessed us with in fellowship with you and with one another to share and partake of your words of life and truth that you have prepared for us this day that will encourage and strengthen us in remaining and abiding in the law of faith pleasing you in and through all things giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 13:5-6, 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. KJV

1 Pet 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. (KJV)

<opentext> For a moment consider; how often is it that one is quicker to criticize their local, county, state or federal government and it's leaders, before they will remember to pray for them?

<disciple> most criticize them, not giving heed to what the Word says

<opentext> People read the Word, but we can see then that they do not always give heed to that which the Word asks of them(James 1:22-25). Often times people pick and choose that which they want to hear, and that which they want to ignore.

<opentext> James 2:10, For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 13:7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. KJV

1 Pet 2:17-18 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. (KJV)

Col 3:23-24 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Doesn't one often forget that each of us too has our own short-comings?

<disciple> can't forget that as my conscience lets me know...my heart being convicted of my short comings and wrong doings

<opentext> Isn't this why we are supposed to pray for one another? Encourage one another? 

<at-peace> yes    <disciple> yes

1 Tim 2:1-4 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. KJV

<opentext> So what is Paul trying to tell us, show us here? Let us recollect earlier in Romans how Paul told us that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us(Rom 5:5).

<opentext> John tells us that they will know that we are Christians by this love that we are supposed to show forth within our lives.

<disciple> to have the same love for each other that Christ has for us...putting others ahead of our own desires because of Love

Gal 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. (KJV)
1 Tim 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned: (KJV)

1 Pet 1:22-23 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. (KJV)
I Jn 3:18-19 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. (KJV)
<opentext> This is the same example that Jesus Christ, our forerunner, set for us to follow. But also remember that without faith it is impossible to please Him(Heb 11:6). But, then does one also remember that faith works by love(Gal 5:5)?

<at-peace> one should

<opentext> It is easy to reciprocate love to those who also love us. But what about to those who do not love us?

<at-peace> not as easy   <disciple> not as easy, but just as important

Matt 5:46-48 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. (KJV)
Luke 6:32-38 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (KJV)

<opentext> When we first entered our relationship with God through Jesus Christ, wasn't one of the first things that got our attention was the fact that in spite of all of our failures and misery, how much God loves us?

<disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes, Him showing and confirming His love for us

<opentext> So then we should be beginning to see then why Paul says that we are to owe or be indebted to anyone except for in showing God's love to all those that we come in contact with. But, is this always easy to do?

<disciple> not always easy when others give in the physical and our reaction most times is to return the same way

<at-peace> it should be if our focus is on things above in seeking to please our Father

<opentext> Thus we can see then why we are instructed to walk by faith [compliance with the Message once delivered by and through Christ Jesus] and not by sight(2Cor 5:7).

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege to allow the love of God to show forth to all those that you come in contact with!
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