20 January 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 <at-peace> Father we thank you for this day that you have made and this time that you have prepared for us to share in your Words of life and truth that will enable us to remain grounded and settled holding fast the profession of faith that in and through all things you would be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:16-17, 16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; KJV

Lev 20:7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. (KJV)

1 Pet 1:15-16 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (KJV)

Matt 12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. (KJV)

<opentext> John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. KJV

<opentext> Abiding in Him. Such a simple statement, yet, how difficult is it for a person to remain that active participant in and of His divine nature?

<helpmate> it is very easy to slip away a little at a time

 <chosen> it takes a total effort and decision, one based on love

<disciple> only takes one step to separate ourselves from Father

a little leaven Gal 5:9

1 Cor 5:6-8 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (KJV)

<opentext> So then every moment of every day, one has to make that cognizant choice to remain that active participant in and of His divine nature. So how then does one do that?

<at-peace> by seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness allowing Him to add unto us that which is needful for us (Matt 6:33) ... committing our works unto God that our thoughts would be established and in right standing with Him (Prov 16:3)
<helpmate> keep your focus on the prize and what it means to all who endure to the end (Phil 3:14)
<chosen> keeping the mind continually renewed in His Word (Rom 12:2, Eph 4:23, Col 3:10), meditating on it moment by moment (Psa 1:2), letting it be our priority

<opentext> John 8:31-32, 31 So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples. 32 And you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free. AMP

<opentext> To continue, to abide in His Word. To hold fast the profession of faith, without wavering. 

Abide – continue, remain seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:6)
<opentext> Now if we will recall from the last chapter, how that faith is by hearing, giving audience to God and His Word (Rom 10:17); this is what begins one's relationship with the Father, because they have heard and now live the Message that they have had delivered to them by and through Christ.

<opentext> Now, if one is not being fully attentive, how easy is it for one to misinterpret the instructions that are given?

<disciple> very easy     <chosen> very

 <helpmate> if one only hears part of what is being said, it could be the key words that one is missing and then one does the opposite of what He is asking of us

<opentext> Now why was it that Israel got in such trouble with God?

<helpmate> they did not listen to what Father had to say...they listened to what man and the leaders had to say...and they surely were not hearing Fathers word either

<disciple> they constantly did what they wanted to do, rather than what Father asked, rebelling against Him...and grumbled anytime they did do what He asked

<at-peace> lack of trust and vision in that which God had promised... they listened to the wrong voice and allowed doubt, grumbling and complaining to be their focus

Prov 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. (KJV)

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. (KJV)

<opentext> Man does not live by bread alone, but by each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4). Yet, how often does one really consider that life or death is what is in the balance when Father speaks?

<disciple> not always

<helpmate> one never thinks about that at the time they are doing something wrong

the Words that I speak unto you they are Spirit and the are life (John 6:63) and in them death is swallowed up in victory (1Cor 15:54)
everywhere and in all things being instructed by God through Christ (the Word) is my strength to do all that is asked of me.
<opentext> It makes me think of one watching a good suspense movie, and one is sitting on the edge of their seat so as not to miss a clue as to what is going on and how the plot is developing. Is one always this intent when Father is talking with them?

<helpmate> one should be

<opentext> Matt 13:15,  For this nation's heart has grown gross (fat and dull), and their ears heavy and difficult of hearing, and their eyes they have tightly closed, lest they see and perceive with their eyes, and hear and comprehend the sense with their ears, and grasp and understand with their heart, and turn and I should heal them. AMP

<opentext> How easy is it for a person, for a nation, to become lazy or dull in their hearing?

<chosen> very easy... especially when listening to the roar instead of the still small voice of God (1Kings 19:11-12)
<disciple> distractions can cause one to become dull of hearing to Father's voice

<helpmate> it can happen before one even realizes it has happened...most of the time they are there but they don't even know themselves that they have strayed...only others that see know that they have slipped

<opentext> So we are beginning to see how imperative it is for the believer to be constantly vigilant at hearing, comprehending and then acting upon that which they hear from the Father. To abide in Him.

James 1:22-25 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (KJV)

1Thes 5:6-8 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. (KJV)
2 Tim 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (KJV)

1 Pet 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often does one really abide in Him? How often does one stay and maintain that constant communications with Him?

<disciple> should always be alert to hear Father's every Word

<helpmate> yes, one "should" but...

<at-peace> one should be at all times regardless of the external circumstances

<opentext> So it is a matter of where one places their priorities; what they consider to be important.

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> To continue in the Word, to remain grounded and settled, so as not to be moved from the hope of the gospel that is supposed to be in you, a part of you. (Col 1:23)
An anchor of the soul, sure and stedfast
Heb 6:19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; (KJV)

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is for one to maintain their proper focus in their relationship with Father, each and every moment of each and every day.

2 Tim 3:14-17 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

