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<chosen> thank you Father for all that you have to show us this day through your Word that will enable us to serve you in all that you ask of us... we pray that our example would be one that pleases you this day in all that we say, think and do through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament…Romans 16:25  To Him who has it in His power to make you strong, as declared in the Good News which I am spreading, and the proclamation concerning Jesus Christ, in harmony with the unveiling of the Truth which in the periods of past Ages remained unuttered,

<opentext> Rom 16:25-26, 25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: KJV

<opentext> It is Him, that is able to establish you. Yet, how often once one gets down the path some ways, that they forget about who it is that has the power?

<greg> Phil 1:6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<greg> having begun in the spirit, our salvation will not be perfected by the flesh

<opentext> How often is it that people forget that they are only the vessel? That they are there to be utilized by the Master, according to His purpose and His plan?

<greg> many think salvation is based on works, what we are doing for God, and not realizing what God has done on our behalf

<opentext> Learning to walk in agreement with Father and His Word; as Jesus Christ declared, only speaking those things we hear the Father speak, and only doing those things we see Father do.

<opentext> I like the way that Weymouth translates the next part of this verse, "as declared in the Good News which I am spreading".

<opentext> Many want to give their own rendition of the Word, but Paul was spreading God's declaration of His purpose, and the power necessary to fulfil it, for those who would hear and obey it.

<opentext> We are not to add to it, nor take away from it, but rather the be a vessel suitable to present and declare His Word to those around us.

<opentext> But, does one have to be forcing the Word on people, in order to be declaring it?

<chosen> no not at all

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-14, 12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, KJV

<opentext> Even after years, how often is it that people never think that they are ready to be used by Father?

<greg> many neglect the little area's Father is speaking to them, and think the only way they can be used of Father is a ministry setting, rather than realizing the opportunity to be used is everywhere around them

<opentext> Others will at times try to point out peoples youth, but most often isn't it ourselves that tends to be the most critical of the development within?

<chosen> not many will say "here i am Lord, use me"

<greg> 2 Cor 3:5-6, 5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul tells us that we can be an example by the words that we speak, and as stated earlier that we should only be speaking the words we hear Father speak, yet, is that the case for most?

<chosen> not always

<greg> when the message of the gospel isn’t seen as a personal message of love from Father, then it is hard to comprehend the work that has begun in us

<opentext> By our words we are justified, and by our words we are condemned; death and life are in the power of the tongue; one will give account of every idle word that they speak.

<opentext> How often is it that people fail to fully comprehend the value and essence of the spoken word?

<greg> when one is seeking to please the people rather than God, then they will tend to only speak the smooth things

<opentext> So unless one's word are in agreement with Father's word, how can they declare the Good News?

<greg> God confirms His word, which is living and powerful, rather than the people which is what many think, holding certain individuals on a higher plain

<greg> 1 Cor 13:1-3, 1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. (KJV)

<greg> many claim to be of God, and by what they consider good works and fair speeches deceive many, but only those that are in agreement with God will speak and do the things He asks

<opentext> Now also note how the order Paul gives is word, and then conversation; how many people speak one way when they are at the building, and a different way when they are not there?

<chosen> there are many hypocrites out there, that talk differently when around a particular person compared to another person

<opentext> Now remember how Paul started the verse, to Him that has the power to establish you according to the Word. A lamp is not of any value other then decoration, if it is not plugged into the proper source. Like wise, unless one is in Christ, they will not have the power to be able to present God's Word to those around them.

<opentext> Then also remember that after word and conversation, it states charity; that is, freely we have received, freely we are to give of this precious gift that we have received.
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