20 December 2005 Tuesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Father thank you for the assembling together this day of all the brethren in Christ, we ask for you bread of life this day, your word which illuminates our path, and allows us to walk in the same steps as our forerunner, Jesus Christ our Lord
 
<opentext> Rom 15:8-9, 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. KJV
 
<opentext> Now just as we are to receive people just as Jesus Christ did, we too are supposed to be a minister of the truth, as well as to confirm the promises of God.
<opentext> And this is where the quandary comes in; because if one is on the wrong side of the veil, will they have any confidence in the work which He has done in them?
<disciple> that wouldn't be the focus
<greg> they will only imitate what they have heard from others, and will end up like the seven sons of Sceva eventually
<opentext> Can't a person believe in God, and yet not accept [lack the confidence] the promises that He has given them?
<greg> those on the milk would be like that yes, until they can get some strong meat in their spiritual diet
<at-peace> yes, when one does not let God be true and everything else contrary to Him a lie
<opentext> So we can then see why it is stated the way that it is, that first He was a minister of the truth, which then enabled to promises of God to be activated within His life. Thus why we are told that we are to be active participants in and of His divine nature.
<opentext> People come to God believing that He has made a way of escape for them. But then, they start listening to anyone they look up to or place confidence in, and never become established in the truth, but rather listen to the traditions and doctrines of man, rather then to continue in His Word.
<opentext> Thus why it tells us that it is when one continues in His Word, that they shall then know the truth, and it is the truth that will set them free, and keep them free when they continue in it.
<opentext> And yet when one begins this journey, how easy is it to begin to follow man and the institutions which he has created?
<greg> having been brought up in a majority rules mindset, and seeing many who claimed to know God, it was a traditional path I walked in the beginning
<disciple> when first beginning the journey, we do a lot of things that aren't acceptable in Father's eyes...but we mature as we continue
<opentext> So we can see then how traditions and such, can be such a stumbling block for so many. They never take the time to become established in the truth of His Word. They are not allowed to think and act for themselves, but are rather expected to fit the mold that other people have established for them.
<opentext> So how then does one become an active participant in and of His divine nature, when there seems to be so much in the religious world that is working contrary to His Way?
<greg> taking the time in His word, learning to hear Fathers voice, letting His peace rule in all our walk, even to the point of God being true, and every man the liar, not the other way around
<opentext> As we talked about a bit earlier, about seeking Him with all of our heart. One must remember who it is that delivered them from the power of darkness. And yet, many times after being delivered, man turns to man for further explanation, rather then going to the Source, and finding out what it now takes to maintain this new found freedom.
<at-peace> by giving heed and holding fast to that which one has heard and has been assured of knowing from whom they learned it and opening the door to our hearts and allowing Him to sup with us continually, to show us the way, the truth and the life that is in Him
<opentext> Yet how difficult is it to trust in a God they have not yet been able to see, versus the man or woman that appears to be successful in the physical realm [faith versus sight]?
<greg> without faith, it is impossible to please our God, with God all things are possible, unto them that hear is more given, to them that hear not, the thief will steal and rob them blind
<disciple> as one matures, the more one's faith will become stronger in them...it's a matter of listening to Father and not running to man
<at-peace> the difficulty come in when one does not continue to walk by faith, but allows the external circumstances to take over....without a vision, without an enlightening of the eyes of ones understanding the people will perish
<opentext> And isn't it also that since we were born, prior to the new birth, that we were taught and instructed on how to make it in this physical world and by what we could see, by judging our success by those things which were tangible?
<disciple> yes, that is what is taught in the world
<greg> and thus why those that are blinded by the veil, limit themselves to the things of this life, and miss out on the spiritual blessings that have been given for our benefit
<at-peace> yes...allowing the old thinking to complicate the simplicity that is in Christ
<opentext> And so the real mid-life crisis for many people, is not in the physical world, but rather of learning how to walk by faith, and not by sight. And yet the older one gets, doesn't it become harder to let go of those things that have been an integral part of their life for so long?
<disciple> the longer the habits and lifestyle, the more difficult it can become to be rid of it, if we aren't focused on pleasing Father
<at-peace> the more mature in Christ that one becomes the easier it is to let go of those things that hindered for so long
<greg> one gets so set in their ways, having a zeal for God, but not according to His knowledge, they can miss the simplicity and limit God
<opentext> So we can see then why it is so important that one establishes themselves in the truth of His Word so that they are then able to live and operate in the promises of God. Yet most people want to obtain all of the promises, without having a clue of what the truth is. And when the truth is put before them, for many it instills a fear, since it is contrary to the life that they have lived.
<greg> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<greg> I heard an old simple saying one time that has really stuck with me, everyone wants to go to heaven, but no one wants to die, I thank God for what He has done on our behalf, and the more I am willing to die to self, the more room He has to take over

<opentext> born once, die twice; born twice, die once

<greg> yes so true

<opentext> coming to the place that reality is that we are merely pilgrims passing through
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