20 December 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> we thank you Father for your word of truth, which is able to build us up and set us free from the lies and cunning craftiness of this world, thank you for your deliverance, to allow us to worship you this day in spirit and in truth through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Romans 10:17  And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament

 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.

<opentext> And just as greg and i were just talking about, how that people are seeking a babe in a manger at this time of year, and all because they have given ear to some message delivered by man, rather then hearing the Message of and from God, showing us the risen Christ.

<opentext> It is all about what one is hearing; what one is giving ear to, and then what one sets themselves in agreement with.

 

<opentext> Col 3:1, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. KJV

 

<opentext> If, one has heard the Message from the Father, then they will be seeking those things which are above, where Christ is now seated; for that which the Father had asked of Him, has been completed.

 

<opentext> Col 3:1-2, IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. [Ps 110:1.] 2 And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth. AMP

 

<opentext> Being risen with Christ! Seems like somewhat of a simple statement, and yet how many really hear the Message stated in this?

<at-peace> few, many are still worshiping the creature instead of the Creator

<greg> everyone wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die, so in order to be risen with Him one has to die to self

<chosen> not many choose to

 

<opentext> Making that cognizant choice to hear and obey His voice. Making His kingdom our priority, and not becoming entrapped with the things of this world. 

 

<opentext> Col 1:12-13, 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, KJV

 

<opentext> As we can see in the Message once delivered, that He has delivered us from the power of darkness. Yet, many Christians are like the children of Israel, they listen to the many voices rather then the One voice, and want to return to Egypt, rather the staying delivered from the slavery.

<opentext> So why is it so hard to hear and obey His voice?

<greg> most don’t want to go against the flow, instead of letting God be true and everyone else a liar, they side with man and the leaven in the lump

<at-peace> cares of this life enter in and one leans to their own understanding

<chosen> because it is a still small voice and we are often too busy and distracted to wait on Him

 

<opentext> Mark 4:9,  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. KJV

<opentext> Mark 4:14 The sower soweth the word. KJV

 

<opentext> How often in our every day life, does one really hear all that is going on? When we talk with someone, do we really give them our undivided attention? Or are there many things that one misses in the conversation?

<chosen> we often have many things going round in our mind at the time we are listening to them

<at-peace> if one is distracted with their own thoughts they will only hear portions of the conversation

 

<opentext> So fellowship, communications, conversation with God, is that which the Father seeks with us and from us. Yet, when Father speaks to us and with us, are we giving Him our full attention, or are our thoughts often divided among other things?

<chosen> we need to be single-minded, but it's not always the case as our focus drifts

<at-peace> we should be, at times our thoughts can get in the way

 

<opentext> Isa 1:18-19, 18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: KJV

 

<opentext> Father wants us to come boldly before His throne of grace and mercy, so that He can shows us all that He has made available to us by and through Christ Jesus. Yet, one has to be willing to go before Him; one has to want to freely hear that which He has to say; and then they have to be willing to live their lives by the standard He has set for us in Christ. Willing to hear, and then be obedient to that which we have heard from the Message delivered.

<opentext> Does one always remain cognizant of the fact that life and death is in the balance of what we are hearing?

<disciple> not always   <chosen> no

<greg> that’s why most people are unable to go boldly before the throne, because they haven’t done what is asked of them, being faithful and giving audience to the little things and details

 

<opentext> As Jesus Christ said within the sower parable, that one has to hear that which is being presented, and weed out all that is not of the Sower. Only the Sower brings the Word of life straight from the throne of the Father. Everything else is a cheap imitation, that wants to destroy you. Yet, is one always that attentive to all that is being said in and around them, so that they are able to remove any and all things which may hinder their growth in Him?

<disciple> sometimes during the hindrance around them,  it's allowed to get in the way of their spiritual hearing

 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear and believe God, is determined by how attentive on is to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Today, you have that opportunity, the privilege of being an active participant in and of His divine nature.
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