20 April 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> We thank you Father for this day, for the measure of faith you have provided us, to serve you in spirit and in truth, the lead and guide us on the same path of righteousness given to your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, the first fruit of the many brethren that are gathered to hear your message of deliverance, and walk in the liberty provided for all that have ears to hear

 

<opentext> Rom 12:6, Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul says that "grace that is given to us". It is a gift, it is the gift. And yet, how the gift is manifest in a persons life is all going to be dependent upon how they choose to use it, as well as how they will allow it to develop in their life.

<opentext> Just as the Lord talked about those given the talents, whether or not one allows them to be developed, or whether one decides to bury it and hope for the best.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:6 Having gifts (faculties, talents, qualities) that differ according to the grace given us, let us use them: [He whose gift is] prophecy, [let him prophesy] according to the proportion of his faith; AMP

 

<opentext> Think back to the analogy of the car, and when the gas tank is filled, it enables the car to be able to make the journey required, and yet each part of the car is affected differently by it.

<opentext> Each believer has different talents, faculties and abilities, so how the Word is presented by them and through them will be different to either a small extent or a great extent, depending upon where one is within the body of Christ.

<opentext> This ability [the gift of Christ] within us needs to be utilized for us to reach the full potential that Father has for us. Yet, does one always make full use of this gift within them?

<disciple> not always     <chosen> not always, sometimes we might neglect it

<greg> used to think the more i read, the more it could be utilized, now it is more of hearing, and then being the example of the believer

 <opentext> One can read the instruction manual for the car, they can even memorize it, but if they never put the key in the ignition and turn the car on, what good did all of the reading and memorizing do?

<disciple> not a thing...you have to utilize the knowledge you have gained in order for the car to work

<chosen> none      <greg> doesn’t do any good if one cant get out of the driveway

<opentext> So we can see that one must be a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only. One must allow this gift within them to be developed and utilized within their life on a daily, moment by moment basis.

<opentext> How often though does one really have confidence in the "gift" which is given to them? Or do they think that everyone else has been given more then them, or in some cases less then them?

<helpmate> i know that He is no respecter of persons...every one has been given "the" measure, it all depends on how each one chooses to use it

<greg> it is when one speaks as one that has authority, knowing who they are in Christ, knowing and acknowledging the mystery of the gospel, that allows one to stay rooted and grounded, not wavering or giving ground to any of the winds of doctrines blowing around

<opentext> Confidence in one's relationship with Him. Knowing that He is no respecter of persons. That if we are living, operating where He wants us to be [the will of God] then whatever He asks of us is possible, if we hear and follow the counsel given to us.

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16 Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose, and action), AMP

 

<opentext> Now think about it for a moment, that Paul says that all scripture is given by inspiration of God, it is God breathed. Yet, how often is it that people will ignore certain verses and use other because that is what they have seen or heard others do?

<disciple> pat answers come from memorization, not by listening to Father

<chosen> when they have no heart knowledge

<greg> its amazing how many what i thought were big verses in the bible one would study and quote, and yet have found that so many what i thought were small and insignificant have opened up a whole new realm

<helpmate> they do that because they have not studied to show themselves approved there by they do not have their own understanding so they try to go off of someone else’s understanding...who really does not know either

<opentext> Even when studying or listening, from past training, doesn't one often skim over certain scriptures and focus more on others? 

<helpmate> that is true    <chosen> yes     <disciple> yes

<greg> like speed dialing, to get to what i thought was necessary…only to find out i had the wrong number

<opentext> Even as we have seen in studies that verses that one thought did not have much information, have been able to more clearly open the chapter up to us. So we can see then that we have to go before Father with an open heart and mind, so that we are able to hear and obtain all of His counsel.

<opentext> What if you were listening to Father, and He asked you to go and drain a swamp for Him. Yet, since you had allowed your mind to wander during the conversation, and you did not hear the part about their being alligators there that one had to be watchful for. So if you lost an arm or a leg, whose fault would it be?

<helpmate> your own     <disciple> mine     <chosen> my own

<at-peace> our own for not listening to the full counsel of God

<helpmate> we have leaned to our own understanding

<opentext> Yet, who would one first want to blame for this problem? Maybe even blame Father for not warning us?

<helpmate> when one blames Father, they should really be blaming the father of lies

<disciple> would blame myself for not realizing there would be alligators in the swamp

<greg> probably God, then the crocodile

<opentext> Today we have the opportunity, the privilege of putting to full utilization this gift of God in our life. If we hear and heed all of the counsel of God, then we will have a blessed and prosperous day, and be that example of the believers.

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

