20 April 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and that you have blessed us with this time together in fellowship to learn of you and your Word that is able to make us wise unto salvation, and pray that we will have ears to hear and a heart to receive this day the nourishment each of us has need of to continue to be dead to sin and live unto righteousness giving you the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Rom 6:11-12, 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  KJV

<opentext> We are to be dead to sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Dead unto sin. A person that is dead, is unresponsive. They are not at all affected by anything going on around them. This is the way that we are supposed to be unto sin.

<opentext> I know often times many think that i am unresponsive or cold, but that is where a person has to be totally unresponsive to anything or anyone that may jeopardize their relationship with God.

<opentext> Unresponsive to any of the ties of or to this world, that may give life to this mortal body, that is in obeying it's lusts, desires or cravings. Yet, how many excuses does one hear when it comes to giving into them?

<chosen> whenever one tries to justify what they want to do

<helpmate> that is it, it is an excuse...trying to justify oneself before men....so they do not have to change , or worse yet give something or someone up that they do not want to

<opentext> How many excuses does one come up with to justify their own actions? We are supposed to be quick to hear, or responsive to that which the Father asks of us. Any hesitation, will allow doubt to enter in.

<opentext> And once one begins to doubt or question that which God asks of them, how long is it before they become unresponsive to Him?

<chosen> not long    <helpmate> almost right away.....they do without even realizing it

<opentext> Yes, as soon as we doubt or question God and His authority, we have become unresponsive to Him.

<opentext> This is why one has to immediately cast down any doubts or imaginations that try to exalt themselves over and above the knowledge of the Son of God that we have.

<opentext> One has to be quick to hear and acknowledge His voice, adjust their life to that which He asks, and then faithfully carryout that which He has asked. 

<opentext> Being responsive to Him, quickly, immediately.

<opentext> Rom 6:11-12, 11 Even so consider yourselves also dead to sin and your relation to it broken, but alive to God [living in unbroken fellowship with Him] in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore rule as king in your mortal (short-lived, perishable) bodies, to make you yield to its cravings and be subject to its lusts and evil passions. AMP

<opentext> We have all had relationships in the past, that one tried to break off or end. And the longer one hesitated in doing what they needed to do, how much more difficult did it become?

<helpmate> it seemed like it was almost impossible

<chosen> it becomes harder... as we allow fear and guilt in

<opentext> And why? Because it fed the fleshly cravings or desires. {even though they were very harmful to us} People become accustomed or acclimated to their fleshly desires, whether or not they are good for them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul says that one has to see the old nature and all of it's desires as dead, and avoid them just as the same way we would be with a dead body, knowing that it would be full of harmful bugs and diseases. {a revolting picture and thought, but if we would remember to see sin that way, would be as quick to again want to associate with it?

<chosen> no      <at-peace> no

<helpmate> that paints a disgusting picture that i would not want to associate with, but more do it that way than don't

<opentext> Not many would think about crawling into bed with a dead, decomposing body. Yet, this is what people do, when they entertain sin. When they do not remain unresponsive to there past way of life and living.

<opentext> Rom 6:11-12, 11 From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead language that means nothing to you; God speaks your mother tongue, and you hang on every word. You are dead to sin and alive to God. That's what Jesus did.  12 That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don't give it the time of day. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> I like the way this translation says that sin should be a foreign or dead language to us. So quit trying to translate it. 

<opentext> God speaks clearly and concisely to us and our heart, so be quick to hear His counsel, and do all that He asks of you. 

<opentext> Jesus Christ only spoke the words that He heard the Father speak, and only those things which He saw the Father do. The perfect example for us to follow, to imitate.

<opentext> I also like the way it says to not give sin a vote in your life, in your decision making process. Yet, if one halts and wavers in making the choice, aren’t they in all reality giving sin a vote? [can a house divided stand?]

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes they are....if they were for God, it would be an immediate response

<opentext> In Christ, old things have passed away, [dead and buried], and all things should have become new. The time we have is now faith, and this is what we should be living in today!
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