4 January 1999


<renewed> Father we thank you that we can come before you this day and gather together in the name of your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ.  As we listen to your word this day Father, may it be food for our souls and health to our bones.  Father we are so very thankful for all that You have done for us, and all that you yet have in store for each one of us, and we give you all the praise, glory, honor and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> John 14:13-14, And whatsoever ** ye shall ask in my name **, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ** ye shall ask any thing in my name **, I will do it. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you, have ever tried to solve a mystery before?

<disciple> i have

<renewed> yes, I have

<at-peace> i have

<shama> me

<helpmate> many times

<opentext> Isn't it necessary to listen to all of the facts, and be observant to see and notice all of the clues?

<renewed> yes it is

<disciple> yes, it is

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<helpmate> yes...if you miss 1 important clue...it could be the key to that answer

<opentext> John 15:16-17, Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ** ye shall ask of the Father in my name **, he may give it you. These things I command you, that ye love one another. (KJV)

<opentext> So being attentive, and paying close attention is a necessity?

<disciple> absolutely

<renewed> very necessary

<helpmate> very

<at-peace> yes it is 

<shama> yes

<opentext> John 16:23-24, And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever **ye shall ask the Father in my name **, he will give it you. **Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name **: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, when the Word says that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, that means that we have to be observant, as well as attentive to what Father is saying to us??

<renewed> yes we do

<disciple> yes we do

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yes

<opentext> John 16:26-28, At **that day ye shall ask in my name **: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. (KJV)

<opentext> So then you are saying that it is essential for us to hear and listen to all that Father says to us??

<disciple> yes, it is

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yes, very

<renewed> absolutely essential

<opentext> Matt 6:9, After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. (KJV)

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> In order to pray as Jesus Christ shows us here, we have to be in total agreement with Him. We have to recognize who is His Father. And if we are in total agreement with Him, then it will be our Father also...correct?

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<renewed> correct

<helpmate> If we pray in the name of Jesus....we are praying to Joseph.

<opentext> And that is the way that those in the flesh do pray...since all they can see and understand is the physical.  Since there is a mystery to the gospel, it is essential that we hear all of the facts, that we gather all of the clues that Jesus Christ left for us through His apostles and prophets.  Many people will say, but God knows what is in my heart. However, we have forgot that the Bible that tells us quite plainly, that out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. So what is coming out of your mouth, is what is in your heart.  If we are ignorant of what the Word says, then we will pray ignorant prayers....we will pray prayers that cannot be answered.  The prophets of the Old Testament tried to tell the people then, of what God required of them. Yet the people choose to follow those that tickled their ears, and gave then a softer, easier message. The Church has to awake to righteousness. We have to quit playing games and hear what God's Word does say, not what man wants it to say.

<opentext> Deut 1:43, So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of the LORD, and went presumptuously up into the hill. (KJV)

<opentext> Deut 30:17, But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; (KJV)

<opentext> When the heart turns away...so our hearing grows dull.

<opentext> 1 Sam 8:18, And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day. (KJV)

<opentext> We, individually, choose who it is we will serve, who it is that we shall listen to and obey

<opentext> II Ki 17:14, Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the LORD their God. (KJV)

<opentext> II Ki 18:12, Because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you been noticing some common factors here in these verses?

<renewed> They chose not to hear and obey.

<disciple> The people in these verses do what they want (their choice)  instead of doing what Father asks.

<at-peace> Yes, they would not hear or obey all that Father asked of them, and so will be those who the Lord will say " i never knew you."

<helpmate> They did not know His voice.

<opentext> Ps 66:18, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: (KJV)

<opentext> Isa 30:9-10, That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: (KJV

<opentext> Jer 13:17, But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD's flock is carried away captive. (KJV)

<opentext> Jeremiah was sometimes known as the weeping prophet, because of his intercession for the people.

<opentext> Isa 59:2, But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. (KJV)

<opentext> Zech 1:4, Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. (KJV)

<opentext> Zech 7:11-12, But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts. (KJV)

<opentext> Mal 2:2, If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. (KJV)

<opentext> Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth does speak.  God does know what is in our heart, by the words that come out of our mouth, and we will either speak Throughout the Old Testament, the prophets constantly told the people what it was that Father asked of and required of them, but they would not listen.

<helpmate> How can bitter and sweet water come out of the same fountain?

<opentext> It is no different today...Father has given us His Word, and hid within it, that which is necessary for us to have life, as well as fellowship with Him.  However, most of the people today, listen to and obey the false prophets...they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears...and love to have it so.

<opentext> Rom 11:8,  (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. (KJV)

<opentext> Is it that God wants them to be this way?

<at-peace> No, they choose to be this way... He will not violate their free will, their choice.

<disciple> No, they have a choice to serve Father or not.

<shama> No.....it's their choice......they decided to be like this.

<renewed> No, they have become lax and lazy.

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3, For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. (KJV)

<opentext> What happens when we ignore Father's knowledge?

<renewed> We stray off the strait and narrow path, following others teachings...in other words we perish.

<disciple> Then we will harden our hearts against Father and become conceited because of the knowledge we think we have.

<shama> We are then listening to man instead.

<opentext> What happens when we ignore Father's righteousness?

<at-peace> We seek our own, trying to justify ourselves.. and we will have no place in Father's kingdom... we are dead to Him.

<renewed> Then we rely on our righteousness, which is as filthy rags ... before Father.

<disciple> We become self-righteous.

<helpmate> we deny Jesus Christ.

<opentext> good answers

<opentext> we ignore Father's righteousness...we tell Him that we have a better way

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<opentext> And we know that there is but One Way, into Father's kingdom...there is but One truth within His realm....and it is only through His plan, that we can have eternal life.

<opentext> Deut 28:61-62, Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God. (KJV)

<opentext> Though they were numbered...as the stars of heaven...they shall be few in number.

<helpmate> As in the days on Noah.

<opentext> We have to gather all of the facts, we have to weigh all of the clues....so that we can hear and see Father's hidden counsel to those that will diligently seek Him.

<at-peace> Many are called... few are chosen.

<opentext> Luke 18:8. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 2:8-9, But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; (KJV)

<opentext> How is it, that the church fails to hear all of the warnings that are within the Word?

<helpmate> They don't want to hear that part...they close their ears.

<at-peace> Because they are listening to what a man says the Word says and are not seeking out the answers and truth for themselves.

<shama> cuz they are not listening to Father's voice, only what they want to hear

<disciple> Because they choose to believe what man says, and never check it out in the Word for themselves.  they don't study to show themselves approved unto God.

<helpmate> It might turn too many people off.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<opentext> Heb 5:11-13  seeing ye are dull of hearing.  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

<opentext> For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. (KJV)

<opentext> How many babies do you know, that are under the age of 3, could survive on their own out in the world?

<at-peace> none

<shama> none

<helpmate> none

<NewSong> none

<opentext> Yet, how often do we see young Christians, that do not know how to feed themselves, (hear God) and yet think that they are mature in the Word, because someone else has told them that they are?

<disciple> Most all new Christians are like that.

<shama> so often

<renewed> many are like that

<helpmate> not only new Christians

<helpmate> most old ones too

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing all of Father counsel, which develops our ability to believe God over and above all that the world has taught us....and not only do we have to hear it and learn from it, we have to obey it also.

<opentext> 1 Sam 12:15, But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against you, as it was against your fathers. (KJV)

<opentext> Any time that we do not heed Father's Word, are we not in rebellion against it?

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<helpmate> yes

<renewed> yes we are

<opentext> Gal 3:1-3, O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> And those that are in the flesh....CANNOT please God!!!  Flesh and blood CANNOT inherit the kingdom of God!!  Who is it, that you will hear and obey today?

<helpmate> Father

<opentext> Josh 24:15  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. (KJV)

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<disciple> Larry, you said God knows what is in our heart, by what comes out of our mouth, but He knows without that, doesn't He?

<opentext> miz...yes...however..it is by our words we will be justified, or by our own words we will be condemned.

<disciple> right, ok

<at-peace> No questions, it was very plain and clear that we either choose to hear and obey Father, or we choose not too... and the consequences of disobedience.

<shama> If we always heard Father then we would never have reason to fear? .....what about when we are listening to Him but cant hear clearly on the answer?

<opentext> Each individual, with their own words, will have to openly say how they accepted or rejected Father plan for salvation.

<helpmate> We all have good and evil in our heart...and the **truth** will come out of our mouth, just as it did from Father's.

<opentext> steph...if we have not heard clearly on something, then we should be still until we do hear clearly...not making assumptions.

<shama> ok

<opentext> Many times, we have not had the patience to hear father all of the way through...or we have made to much noise to hear the answer.  The Word does say...be **still** and know that I am God.

<shama> yeah

<renewed> Is one of the reasons the church isn't hearing the warnings, because they tend to focus on only some of the attributes of God instead of all of them?

<opentext> We often times forget that Father sits outside of the realm of time...and we try to make Him subject to where we are, rather then seating ourselves where He is.

<helpmate> They hear only the part they want to hear.

<helpmate> They don't want to hear the part about chastisement, or about having to give up their worldly riches.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

(KJV)

<opentext> Acts 17:21-22  (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. (KJV)

<opentext> They pick and choose preachers that preach the message that they want to hear.  They go by superstitions and old wives fables...rather then the truth of God's Word.

They are looking for new revelations...or new out pourings...and have failed to see and hear that we HAVE  been blessed with ALL spiritual blessings.

<helpmate> There is nothing left to pour out.

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:17  For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> In Christ...are all the attributes of Father...no Christ...blurred vision.

<opentext> Mark 8:23-25  And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking.  After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly. (KJV)

<opentext> I look at these verses as being born again and on the milk of the Word...once we see the mystery, then we have clear vision.

<shama> It's like putting in a new set of contact lens to me....the fog all clears up and everything looks new and clear.

<opentext> As long as they are on the milk, and seek counsel by milk teachers...all they steph...yes...once we come in **contact** with Christ, it is then that we can see clearly

<opentext> cheryl...that help?

<shama> yeah

<renewed> yes it does thanks

<opentext> It is  no different than the children of Israel...they had to choose between the few prophets of God, and the many false prophets...why did they choose to listen to the many false?

<helpmate> They were more boisterous.

<renewed> It was the easier way for them they thought.

<at-peace> They spoke what they wanted to hear.

<opentext> The devil goes about as a ______ lion?

<at-peace> roaring

<helpmate> roaring

<renewed> roaring

<opentext> And a roar causes most to look away from where they are headed, and what happens if we can not see clearly where the next step goes?

<renewed> we stumble

<at-peace> we can stumble

<shama> we stumble in the darkness

<helpmate> We will fall off the strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house.

<opentext> And if the blind are leading the blind...what is the outcome then?

<renewed> They both fall into the ditch.

<at-peace> They will fall together into the ditch.

<shama> They all stumble.

<helpmate> They will both fall in the ditch.

<opentext> Unto ***you*** it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God!!!!

<opentext> Mark 4:11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: (KJV)

