13 November 2000 Bible study

opentext> Father, we thank you for this time, and this day, to

 gather at your throne to receive that which you know that we

 have need of. We thank you Father, that you have provided all

 that we have need of through Christ Jesus our Lord. Let our

 hearts and minds be attentive to that which you have for each of

 us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus

KJV

<opentext> Paul, called to be an apostle. Many are called, but few are chosen.

<opentext> Often times, we are so concerned with what God is doing in someone else's life, that we miss hearing the instructions for our self.

<opentext> One had more confidence in what God is doing in someone else’s life, and yet lack that for their own life and direction.

<opentext> Paul was asked to address those saints that were at Corinth. Paul was able to do this, because He ahd taken the time to study himself, for Father's approval. He was not concerned with what anyone else was doing, but rather that which Father had for Him.

<opentext> How often is it, that we are more concerned with what God is doing in someone else's life, rather then looking in the mirror, so that we can see where our relationship is with Him?

<diligently> we need to keep our eyes and heart upon Father and His word.that is where our peace and joy is from.

<his> it is a trap one can easily fall into if one is not watching

<rhoumai> we notice but we don't dwell on what others are doing...we do seek to Father to what we can do for Him

<opentext> If one is not able to maintain their relationship with Father through Jesus Christ, how can they ever be used by Father for the needs of the body?

 <rhoumai> they cannot  <his> they cannot  <diligently> they can not

<at-peace> would be difficult

<opentext> Another thing we can note, is the more that Paul grew in a working knowledge of who he was in Christ Jesus, the greater the attacks against him were. Often times, the thinking is, that as we grow, the attacks should stop, or lessen. Yet, this is not what the Bible teaches us.

<opentext> Jesus Christ clearly tells us, that the world hated Him, before it hated us. They persecuted Him, before they persecuted us. We should be rejoicing when the persecution comes for the Gospels' sake, yet most often, that is not the case.

<opentext> If they did not accept that which Jesus Christ spoke, and we are speaking the same things He heard from the Father, why would we expect them to hear us?

<rhoumai> we shouldn't since the Word says they won't

<his> they  will not    <diligently> they will not

<opentext> As we will find out, the people of Corinth, were a very carnal people (much like our country today). 

<opentext> They based much of their lives off of what they had, and the fact that much of the world depended on them for world commerce.

<opentext> Corinth was a city of Greece, just a short distance from Athens.

CORINTH

kor'-inth) (Korinthos, "ornament"): A celebrated city of the Peloponnesus, capital of Corinthia, which lay North of Argolis, and with the isthmus joined the peninsula to the mainland. Corinth had three good harbors (Lechaeum, on the Corinthian, and Cenchreae and Schoenus on the Saronic Gulf), and thus commanded the traffic of both the eastern and the western seas. The Phoenicians, who settled here very early, left many traces of their civilization in the industrial arts, such as dyeing and weaving, as well as in their religion and mythology. The Corinthian cult of Aphrodite, of Melikertes (Melkart) and of Athene Phoenike are of Phoenician origin. Poseidon, too, and other sea deities were held in high esteem in the commercial city.

Various arts were cultivated and the Corinthians, even in the earliest times, were famous for their cleverness, inventiveness and artistic sense, and they prided themselves on surpassing the other Greeks in the embellishment of their city and in the adornment of their temples.

When Paul visited Corinth, he found it the metropolis of the Peloponnesus. Jews flocked to this center of trade (Acts 18:1-18; Rom 16:21 ff; 1 Cor 9:20), the natural site for a great mart, and flourishing under the lavish hand of the Caesars; and this is one reason why Paul remained there so long He found a strong Jewish nucleus to begin with; and it was in direct communication with Ephesus. But earthquake, malaria, and the harsh Turkish rule finally swept everything away except seven columns of one old Doric temple, the only object above ground left today to mark the site of the ancient city of wealth and luxury and immorality  (from International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> I find it interesting, that many of these early churches, that seemed or appeared so strong; finally succumbed or gave into the pressures of the society around them.

]<opentext> One must always remember where their strength comes from. They must heed the warnings that God gives us about coming out from among the people; remaining separate unto Him.

<opentext> Often times, people think that they can compromise a little....give a little ground, so that the people will listen. Yet, will this work?

<his> no   <h-g> no   <diligently> no  <rhoumai> nope  <at-peace> no

<at-peace> a little leaven will leaven the whole lump

 <opentext> One often forgets, that a moth is drawn to the light, not the light to the moth. We, as Christians, need to allow our light to shine (and that light within us should be Jesus Christ), and then the people will be drawn to us, to ask a reason of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> We do not need to chase people down, or set traps to try to capture them and win them to Christ. We need to study God's Word, seeking only His approval, for we have taken the time to rightly divide His Word of truth, and thus have heard clearly that which He is asking of us.

<opentext> This is why Paul was able to start this epistle off, saying that he was an apostle, called by God, and it did not matter what anyone else said or thought.

<opentext> Paul knew that Christ was the strength and wisdom, to do all that Father was asking of him. This is the same power and wisdom that we need to draw on, and rely on, as we walk through this world this day.

<opentext> One thing we will see as we go over this 1st letter to the Corinthians over the next 10 to 12 months, is that as Paul addressed some of the problems that they were having there, he also gave them the answer on how to overcome them.

<opentext> And that is the difference in being used by God, and being a fault finder. God when He chastens us, will always give us the solution, to overcome that which is ailing us. He gives us the remedy that will heal us.

<opentext> Because God gives the answer, does that always mean that the people will listen?

<his> no  <h-g> no   <at-peace> no  <diligently> no <rhoumai> not at all

<his> if they have already hardened their hearts

<opentext> If one is more concerned with how the people are responding, then how their relationship with God is, what will the end result be?

<h-g> spiritual death for both

<diligently> death  for them,because there eyes are on others.

<diligently> and not where it belongs.

<his> error..go astray..death

<at-peace> separation from Father

<diligently> Fathers word says,,we are as filthy rags.

<diligently> we meansing me.

<rhoumai> putting people before Father will send them to hell

<opentext> So then, as we begins this study in the book of 1st Corinthians, let us hear that which Father has for us, the individual. Let us learn and grow together into the body of Christ that will be received home by Father, when He sends His Son. Any questions from todays study?

 <his> o/    <opentext> yes graeme

<his> We do not need to chase people down, or set traps to try to capture them and win them to Christ. ..........

<his> set traps: could you give a example or examples of this ?

<opentext> one needs nothing more then to live the Word to bring people to the light. Often times people will go to different chat channels and such, so that they can win people to Christ; or show them how much they know of the Word and the mystery.

<opentext> baiting people into discussions....

 <opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes...much....we can do that with our children too...if we try to be the saviour

<opentext> yes we can....

<opentext> each person has a choice, and we cannot violate that anymore then Father will

<opentext> just as Paul started off this book...Paul, called.........God has called...His salvation has appeared to all of mankind....now it is...who will hear and answer that call

<opentext> Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, KJV

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

