Bible Study Thursday 12 April, 2001

<chosen> Father we thank you for the blessing of this time together with the body of Christ, to learn more of your Word ... we pray that we will put forth a whole hearted effort in serving you this day and abiding in your Word, holding fast our profession of faith, we thank you and praise you for all that you have ready for us and give you the glory, in Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:24-25 24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is interesting to note, that Paul says that all that run the race, do not win the prize. He does not mention those that watch the race. How often is it we try to rest, and only observe the race, and forget the mark of the prize?

<chosen> when we become lazy in working out our salvation

<his> when we forget it is now faith

<rhoumai> when we allow our flesh to dictate to us

<opentext> One wins the prize...do not panic now, for it is the body of Christ that wins the prize. It is a team effort!

<diligently> have forgoten about the mark of the prize at times.

<opentext> def. for, striveth for the mastery....  75  agonizomai (ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee);  from 73; to struggle, literally (to compete for a prize), figuratively (to contend with an adversary), or genitive case (to endeavor to accomplish something): KJV-- fight, labor fervently, strive.

<opentext> As Jesus Christ said, doing all things to please Father. When one loses focus of that, then one becomes as the scribes and pharisees, and looking to please and satisfy the people.

<opentext> definition for temperate..... 1467  egkrateuomai (eng-krat-yoo'-om-ahee);  middle voice from 1468; to exercise self-restraint (in diet and chastity): KJV-- can ([-not]) contain, be temperate.

<opentext> to exercise self-restraint...or self-control....in both the physical, and the spiritual. Walking in the Spirit, and then one will not be seeking to please the flesh.

<opentext> One cannot do this, unless they are willing to keep the mind renewed each day with the Word. 

<opentext> 3 Jn 1:2 2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when one seeks first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness Christ, that then the mind is kept focused and motivated with the proper thoughts.

<opentext> As a man thinks in is heart, so will he be. What is on the mind, is what one will seek after. Ever notice how easily the wrong thoughts can take you away from the truth?

<his> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes <rhoumai> yes <now-faith> yes <Faithful> yes

<opentext> It is in the truth, that one will find the liberty which is in Christ. It is as they continue in His Word, that one is able to maintain that liberty.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:25 25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. (KJV)

<opentext> seeking that incorruptible crown. Yet, what happens when we begin to look for our rewards here?

<his> we go astray

<diligently> start not being in now faith

<h-k> it will be our corruptible crown because we have lost our focus

<rhoumai> we lose focus on pleasing Father, but rather pleasing ourselves, and lose eternity with Father

<opentext> Matt 6:5-6 5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. (KJV)

<opentext> When one is seeking first the kingdom of God, then the blessings overtake us. The goodness and mercies of God, shall follow us all of the days of our life.

<opentext> This is the example that we see in the life of Jesus Christ. He did those things that Father asked of Him, and the blessings of God, were constantly overtaking Him.

<opentext> Most want those blessings to overtake them, yet, do not want any of the persecution that goes along with it.

<opentext> Matt 6:7-8 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> talk straight and direct with God. One does not have to pray in the king james english for God to hear them. Ask God, knowing that He hears, and that He will answer, and it will be right on time according to His Will.

<opentext> Part of the self-control comes in, that often times when we pray, we set the time schedule for God on when things should happen, rather then trusting Him.

<opentext> Self-control, will tell the flesh to shut-up, that God has heard and answered, and then patiently, and consistently to wait for the arrival.

<opentext> So patient and consistent, that one will actually forget about it until the answer arrives. Growing up into Him in all things.

<opentext> We often forget how long it took to get a letter of encouragement in Paul's day. What would you do if you had to wait 2 or 3 months to get a letter or epistle? Or maybe even a few years?

<his> it would be a lot harder to stay focused

<rhoumai> i thank Father that i don't have to wait...it would be difficult

<diligently> it would be hard on the flesh

<Faithful> yes it would be hard to keep focus on Father especially when flesh gets in the way

<chosen> that would be hard

<opentext> In something this simple, we often forget how much we have been blessed. Because of the way the world is, and the way that we have been brought up, one begins to think they should have everything right now, if not sooner. 

<opentext> Having food and raiment, let us therewith be content. Yet, how often does one remember that?

<rhoumai> surely not often enough

<Faithful> do not always remember

<chosen> not always

<his> not enough

<d-g> Godliness with contentment is great gain

<diligently> yes,do not always remember that

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:26 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 9: 26 That is how I run, not being in any doubt as to my goal. I am a boxer who does not inflict blows on the air,(Weymouth)

<opentext> How many contests would a boxer win, if he only hit the air?

<chosen> none <his> none <diligently> none <Faithful> none <rhoumai> none <at-peace> none

<opentext> How often does one quote the Word of God, and hope that it works?

<chosen> hope more than we should...we should always expect it to work

<rhoumai> probably more than we realize

<Faithful> more often than should...should not hope but know that it works...believing..now faith

<his> one hopes when it is not real in ones life..then one knows

<diligently> now faith

<opentext> How often does one pray, and hope that God heard them?

<diligently> do know Father hears me..but at times have wondered if He is listening to me.

<opentext> I King 18:25-28 25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. (KJV)

<opentext> Elijah knew whom he served. The prophets of baal though, had a bit of a problem.

<opentext> Our God is not asleep, He is not on a journey, and He did not fall asleep. One does not need to work themselves into a frenzy, in hopes that He will hear them. It all comes back to the confidence one has in their relationship with Him.

<opentext> Having one's purpose defined by the Word, so that they will push forward for the mark of the prize, of the high-calling in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Today, will you stay focused on the Prize?

<rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes <his> yes <h-k> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes, 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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