Bible Study Wednesday 11 April, 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and means to gather together before You and learn more of You through Your Son. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of to continue in Your Word and in the task you have asked of us. With all praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:19-22 19
For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, people try to answer people from the book of "pat answers". How can this possibly minister grace to the hearer, let alone minister to the individual?

<rhoumai> it can't  <his> it cannot <chosen> it can't <diligently> can not

<helpmate> it can't because that may not be the right answer for where they are at but be right for where someone else is at

<opentext> Do you answer people now, the same way you did when you first received salvation?

<helpmate> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <chosen> no <his> no 

<opentext> Why not?

<diligently> i am not the same.

<rhoumai> because we have learned and grew more as we have continued in His Word

<chosen> didnt used to wait for Father's answer before speaking

<ready2> answer comes from heart, not head

<his> now know should hear Father before speaking

<diligently> all things become new

<at-peace> have learned to be quiet more and only share as Father asks of me

<opentext> Your insights and knowledge into God and His Word have grown and developed. And in most instances (hopefully) one has learned to slow down and hear Father's answer, rather then giving their own opinion.

<opentext> Col 4:3-6 3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.  (KJV)

<opentext> That God would open the door! How often have you tried to break down the door to minister to someone?

<rhoumai> have tried that and it doesn't work...there is one Saviour and i'm not Him

<diligently> oh..my..in past very often.

<chosen> probably have done that before

<his> many times in past...and was most times not aware that was what i was doing

<opentext> Also note, that it is a door of utterance, to make known the mystery, not personal agendas.

<opentext> Note verse 6, "how you ought to answer every man". One has to be asked a question, before one can give an answer.

<opentext> By waiting and listening to Father, and His wisdom, we can have the answer for any man that asks the reason of the hope within us. Does that mean that they will like the answer?

<chosen> no <his> no <rhoumai> no <diligently> no <helpmate> not at all <at-peace> no

<opentext> Yet, how often do you think you have failed, when they do not like that which Father had you speak?

<chosen> sometimes

<diligently> yes,have felt i had failed to please Father

<his> at times

<rhoumai> whenever we forget that they have the same choices we had when we chose to follow Father through Christ Jesus

<at-peace> at times

<helpmate> used to...but it is their choice what they want to believe

<opentext> Because someone makes the choice to ignore God and His warnings, does not make them a failure. Noah after 100 years, only had 7 others that listened, and Father was pleased with what he had done.

<opentext> John 15:19-22 19
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Have we forgotten that Jesus Christ's public ministry was about 3 1/2 years, and His answers did not make Him very popular. Quite the opposite was true. They plotted to kill Him, just to keep Him from spreading His message.

<opentext> Often times, the preachers tell the people that they should be liked and accepted by everyone, since Jesus Christ preached a message of love.

<opentext> Yet, the above scriptures from John, show us quite clearly, that this message will not be accepted by all. For there are few that make the choice to enter in at the strait and narrow gate.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:22-23 22
To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. (KJV)

<opentext> It is not being a partaker of any denomination or such that gets one into the kingdom of God. For there is but one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, which puts a person within the body of Christ, that they may become a partaker of His divine nature.

<opentext> Presenting God's Word in the way that he wants us to. And then allowing His Word to do the work. How often do you try to help God and His Word out?

<diligently> yes,in past have done that.

<rhoumai> oooh...when i try to do His job is when i won't stop to listen to His Words

<chosen> whenever my flesh has control

<his> when one operates without Christ,,,speaking more than one has heard

<opentext> One Lord, the mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus. One faith, by the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ. one baptism, by His Spirit, to be a part of His body, that we can be partakers of that divine nature.

<opentext> Two cannot walk together, unless they be in agreement. One has to be in agreement with His Word, to be a partaker of His nature. Walking in the Spirit, so that the flesh is not in control.

<opentext> All too often, one tries to form the answer by the people that they are speaking to, and what knowledge they have of the situation. Will this minister grace to the hearer?

<rhoumai> no <his> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no

<opentext> It is the truth that sets a person free, and keeps them free, "if" they will continue in it. "If", they will abide in Christ. It is not our words that set a person free, and thus why one needs to keep their thoughts and opinions out of the situation.

<opentext> Another thing some do, is "think" that they have to have an answer right away. They forget to wait upon the Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:23-25 23
And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. 24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. (KJV)

<opentext> Running the race, singular, not a series of sprints. being consistent in ones walk. constantly pressing towards the mark of the prize. learning to do things in Father's time, not ours. Most people wanted everything yesterday, and we are supposed to be operating in now faith.

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Keeping things in the Spirit, so one does not try to operate in the flesh. 

<opentext> Will you take the time to hear His voice today?

<chosen> yes <rhoumai> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <ready2> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Jn 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> the branches are supported by the vine, not the other way around

<at-peace> brought to mind the analogy of us being the lighthouse.. steadfast, unmovable, that points others to the way of safety

<opentext> Rom 11:16-18 16
For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 3:17 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (KJV)

<opentext> Col 2:7 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  (KJV)

<opentext> that firm foundation

<opentext> Eph 1:4  4
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:11 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<at-peace> Father just shared that the lighthouse does not root itself up and go and carry the ships to shore

<opentext> it guides them to a safe port...just as His Spirit will lead us and guide us into all truth

<helpmate> right...it is up to them to choose the path that will lead them to safety
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