Bible Study Tuesday 10 April, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace to seek all that you have for us this day through Christ Jesus.  Let us have open hearts and willing minds to receive of you and abide in you through Christ Jesus........

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:16-17 16
For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! 17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is a very hard thing, for anyone not to seek the accolades of man, for the things which one does. The flesh always likes to stand out in the crowd. To be recognized for it's accomplishments and good deeds.

<opentext> Have you ever wanted people to notice you for your knowledge of the Word?

<his> yes in past

<rhoumai> yes, have at times, thinking that was a measure of how much i knew

<d-g> yes

<matti> yes, i have done that

<diligently> e there are times i have.

<diligently> i am sure

<opentext> Thus, why it is of such importance, that one points the people to Father through Jesus Christ. There is but one Savior, and one mediator between God and man, and that the man Christ Jesus. It is when one forgets this, that the pride gets in the way.

<opentext> It is the joy in the Lord that we have, that should be the motivating factor, when someone asks a reason of the hope within us, that causes one to respond.

<opentext> It is also a very hard thing for most preachers or pastors, not to want the people to look up to them.

<opentext> This is why one must serve the Lord, willingly. Out of joyful heart. And wanting others to have this same joy that we have. 

<opentext> This is why Paul told timothy to be the example of the believers. Set a path, that those that are watching, can follow on.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:18-19 18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.
19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (KJV)

<opentext> How easy is it, to want the people to look at you, because God is using you?

<rhoumai> very easy for the flesh to get caught up in "looking what i am doing for God"

<matti> very easy

<chosen> easy if we are not doing it all to please Father alone

<his> if one's motives are wrong...easy

<opentext> We love Him, because He first loved us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. To really hear this, will cause one to stay humble, and not think more highly of themselves then they should.

<opentext> If one stays humble, it is the love of God, that will cause one to serve Him with all of their heart. One will not seek the power, for Christ the wisdom and power of God already abides within them.

<opentext> The hardest part, is to be that servant. For, so often, the flesh wants to be served. The flesh likes it when others tend to our wants and needs.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that for one to be the greatest, he had to become the servant of all. 

<opentext> How often does one grumble about being the servant?

<rhoumai> much too often

<Faithful> more often than i should

<chosen> usually when we allow our focus to be distracted from the goal

<diligently> when  in the flesh                                                                                                                                                                

<at-peace> at times, when my focus is not where it should be

<opentext> Even in the smallest things. there are days that i might say, but i did the dishes yesterday, it is someone elses turn today. Is that being the servant, or grumbling?

<rhoumai> grumbling <chosen> grumbling <at-peace> grumbling <diligently> grumbling <now-faith> grumbling

<his> not being servant

<opentext> What about when someone asks a question of the Word that you have known and understood for a long time. Do you look down at them? Or, do you ask Father for wisdom on how to present it more clearly?

<diligently> get joyful and ask Father.

<rhoumai> there isn't any duhs when it comes to questions about the Word of God...we seek Father on how to answer the question so they will understand it

<his> should ask Father

<chosen> we should not look down on them.... Father doesnt look down on the questions we ask Him

<h-k> Father is working with all of us in different areas

<opentext> 1Cor 9:18 What are my wages then? The very fact that the Good News which I preach will cost my hearers nothing, so that I cannot be charged with abuse of my privileges as a Christian preacher.19 Though free from all human control, I have made myself the slave of all in the hope of winning as many converts as possible.(Weymouth)

<opentext> And yet, to always be willing to leave the ninety and nine, and go out when asked, and look and listen for that one that is seeking help.

<opentext> Just as the samaritan helped that one that was robbed, beaten and left for dead, when the priest, and levite went on by.

<opentext> Thus the importance of knowing which example we should follow. To be as the Bereans, and take and make the time, to check out all that we hear with the Word of God.

<opentext> In other words, taking the time to study for Father's approval, not to impress any person. Rightly dividing the Word of truth, for it is the truth that is able to set you free, and maintain that liberty that can only come by and through Christ.

<opentext> Then, one will never have reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him.

<opentext> Note verse 19 from Weymouth. How often does one allow the situation to control them, rather then being controlled by the Word?

<matti> sometimes

<diligently> daily learning to not to let the situation control me..but rather the word of God.

<his> when pleasing Father is not first in mind

<chosen> every time i put my faith in man, and doubt Father

<rhoumai> whenever the flesh is fed more than the Spirit, then the flesh is stronger

<diligently> more flesh dies daily

<Faithful> when not trusting Father

<opentext> How easy is it for you, to be swayed by emotions or feelings?

<rhoumai> it depends on how much i have been in the Word renewing my mind

<his> too easy at times

<chosen> learning in that area more

<diligently> not like it used to be..getting better at dying daily.

<opentext> This is why we are to walk by faith (by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ) and not by sight (the emotions or fleshly ties to any situation). Remembering where our focus is to be. (On the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus)

<opentext> Col 2: 8 Take care lest there be some one who leads you away as prisoners by means of his philosophy and idle fancies, following human traditions and the world's crude notions instead of following Christ. 9 For it is in Christ that the fulness of God's nature dwells embodied, and in Him you are made complete,(Weymouth)

<opentext> Not following or listening to all of the distractions this world presents, but rather being that servant to God and His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:20-21 20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. (KJV)

<opentext> Adjusting to each and every situation by the Word. Not going out and sinning with the people, but rather remaining the servant of God through every situation.

<opentext> One must remember, that evil communications, will indeed corrupt good morals. One must remain independent of the external circumstances.

<opentext> No matter what the situation, remaining focused in and on the Word of God. Sometimes hard to remember the objective was to drain the swamp, when knee deep in alligators.

<opentext> Today, will you be the servant that He is asking you to be?

<rhoumai> yes, i sure will be <chosen> yes <h-k> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <matti> yes <Faithful> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<Faithful> o/

<opentext> yes jamie

<Faithful> verse to share

<opentext> ok

<Faithful> Prov 16:19 19 Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. (KJV)

<opentext> good verse.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> just another way of looking at a servant

<d-g> I Jn 3:16 16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)

<opentext> being that servant.

<d-g> not just thinking it means to die, but it starts in the little things of being obedient in that which is least

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<Faithful> o/

<Faithful> Luke 16:10 10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. (KJV)

<opentext> And, how often do we ask God for more and more, when one has not learned to handle or understand that which He has given us already? Often because we are looking at what others have, or what they are doing, and thus lose one's focus. Doing that which Father asks of us...no more, and certainly no less.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<h-k> good study

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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