Bible Study Tuesday 27 March, 2001

<chosen> Father we give you thanks for your Word, and that we can come together at this time to learn more from you....we pray that we will allow your Word to do that which it was sent to do, within our lives this day, and that we will quick to obey your voice....we give you all praise and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:4-6 4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, for most, when they see the word eating, they only think of it in reference to what they can do to satisfy the passions of the flesh.

<opentext> Yet, we know that the spirit man has to be fed as well.

<opentext> When one eats those things that are offered to idols, it not only will affect us, but any that are watching our example.

<opentext> Whether food for the body, or food for the soul, people like to imitate that which they see others do.

<opentext> How may wrong things can one eat or partake of for their spirit man, in this present evil world?

<his> anything not of faith..so many things

<at-peace> many things

<chosen> anything that leads us away from Father through Christ

<opentext> songs that do not give glory to God, but rather twist the message. movies, that will do the same thing. reading books, that do not proclaim the mystery. and the list can go on and on.....so what is it that we are allowing into our spirit man.

<diligently> Fathers ways are none..He asks us to not eat of that which is not of Him

<d-g> the prince of the power of the air has lots of things available

<opentext> But also, we must remember that Jesus Christ said that it is not which goes into a man that defiles him, but that which comes out of him. So it is what takes roots and grows that will hinder us, hurts us, and may eventually kill us.

<opentext> Thus, why one has to be able to discern between good and evil. Eat the meat and spit out the bones. And this discernment only grows by hearing and then operating within the Word of God.

<opentext> It is when one allows their hearing to become dull, that they then start to establish their own doctrine, and drift away from God.

<opentext> 1Cor 8:6 yet *we* have but one God, the Father, who is the source of all things and for whose service we exist, and but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom we and all things exist. 7 But all believers do not recognize these facts. Some, from force of habit in relation to the idol, even now eat idol sacrifices as such, and their consciences, being but weak, are polluted. 8 It is true that a particular kind of food will not bring us into God's presence; we are neither inferior to others if we abstain from it, nor superior to them if we eat it. 9 But take care lest this liberty of yours should prove a hindrance to the progress of weak believers. (Weymouth)

<opentext> So as we can see, Paul was addressing what they were partaking of. Just as we so often do, partake of things without thinking; and do not react until someone points out that they see us slipping. 

<opentext> Also, note, some do not recognize these facts. How often is it that you do things out of habit?

<rhoumai> am sure more often than i realize

<chosen> probably more than we realise

<diligently> too often..Father does and is always pointing them out to me.

<opentext> As the Lord talked with us earlier in the week about preconceived notions and ideas, things from the past we have not let go of. And, if we do not have any around that are concerned about our eternal welfare, what could happen to a person?

<rhoumai> we could slip become complacent, and eventually die

<at-peace> death spiritually

<chosen> they will die

<diligently> if not hearing and listening to Father..a little leaven, leavens the whole lump.

<diligently> yes.spiritual death

<opentext> How often does the example of a brother or a sister encourage you? And yet, do we ever think that God can or would use us?

<rhoumai> we are encouraged many times by our brothers and/or sisters

<h-k> quite often

<d-g> a persons actions can say a lot without ever speaking a word

<his> often encourage

<chosen> am encoruaged so very much by our family

<opentext> if we eat of, and allow grumble pie into one's life, what kind of example will it show?

<rhoumai> a lousy one

<his> the wrong example

<diligently> sin, rebellion

<chosen> not the example of Christ

<opentext> 1Cor 8: 7 But all believers do not recognize these facts. Some, from force of habit in relation to the idol, even now eat idol sacrifices as such, and their consciences, being but weak, are polluted. 8 It is true that a particular kind of food will not bring us into God's presence; we are neither inferior to others if we abstain from it, nor superior to them if we eat it. 9 But take care lest this liberty of yours should prove a hindrance to the progress of weak believers.(Weymouth)

<opentext> not....ALL...believers recognize or acknowledge these facts. How often do we hear people say..."don't be so concerned about what words come out of your mouth, you are taking this too far?"

<chosen> oh very often

<diligently> yes,have had someone say that to me.

<rhoumai> yes, have heard that many times

<d-g> thats when we know they are foolish and unlearned questions and need to avoid any further conversation

<opentext> Ever notice BC, that you would learn the words to a song, and not even be aware of the fact that you had. Or, how easily did you remember some of those nasty jokes? 

<his> yes

<chosen> yes

<rhoumai> i was always one to remember every word to songs...and sing them without noticing i was even singing

<diligently> yes,have done that with songs..and did not even realize what is was singing

<d-g> just as the holy spirit brings all things to remembrance, the prince of the air was quick to remind of those also

<his> yes he was

<opentext> Yet, how did these things get in? They came in by hearing. And even though you were not giving full attention to them, they entered and became a part of your being. So we can see how watchful we have to be of what kinds of food we allow into the temple. Not allow those kinds of things in that are offered to the god of this world.

<opentext> At the same time, if someone came around seeking the truth, could you start in with them on teaching the meat of the mystery?

<his> no <rhoumai> no <at-peace> no

<h-k> no......they are not ready for it yet

<diligently> as Father asks of me,yes

<opentext> Being quick to hear all of Father's counsel, and then not speak until Father asks us to respond.

<opentext> The balance that it takes, to maintain that walk on the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we tell God, that He just does not understand the circumstances?

<rhoumai> want to say never, but am sure i have told Him that in various ways

<diligently> me also

<chosen> when we lean to our own understanding

<d-g> anytime doubt enters in and the problems become bigger than the solutions in our minds

<his> when  i forget that He has already prepared for everything

<opentext> Any time we question God and His methods, we question Him in regards to understanding the circumstances.

<opentext> Yes, one has to remember, that Jesus of Nazareth, led by the Spirit of Christ, already walked this path, and was victorious, as all along the path when in Him, there will be nothing but defeated foes.

<opentext> Thus why Paul said to be followers of him, as He was of Christ.

<opentext> 1Cor 8: 9 But take care lest this liberty of yours should prove a hindrance to the progress of weak believers. 10 For if any one were to see you, who know the real truth of this matter, reclining at table in an idol's temple, would not his conscience (supposing him to be a weak believer) be emboldened to eat the food which has been sacrificed to the idol?(Weymouth)

<opentext> Thus, why each day, we have to make a complete effort, that in all that we say and do, we do it to be pleasing to Father, and not fulfill the lusts and desires of the flesh.

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:3-10 3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings;  6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (KJV)

<opentext> Will this walk with God be easy on the flesh? NO! But the rewards for the spirit man, are out of this world. Today, will you be that example of the believers?

<h-k> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <rhoumai> yes! <at-peace> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<d-g> 0/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> 1Thes 5:21-22 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. (KJV)

<opentext> being that example of the believers.....

<d-g> 1381  dokimazo (dok-im-ad'-zo); from 1384; to test (literally or figuratively); by implication, to approve: KJV-- allow, discern, examine, X like, (ap-) prove, try.

<opentext> def for "prove"

<d-g> yes thanks

<d-g> in everything we hear, every decision, as well as what we speak, quicker to hear

<d-g> Eph 5:10-11 10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
(KJV)

<d-g> and the same word as proving here in ephs

<d-g> and it is interesting how many things and doctrines the devil tries to slip by us if we are not alert

<d-g> its kind of like driving the bus, people try and sneak on with out a proper pass, and if not alert they enter in

<d-g> lol  i am done, pardon

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> John 7:17 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. (KJV)

<at-peace> if any man do His will... being a doer, and not a hearer only

<opentext> the bait is always out there.....we have the choice of what we allow in......have you ever tried to force feed someone?

<rhoumai> yes, and it doesn't work

<at-peace> yes, it does not work

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> have had it tried on me

<his> yes

<diligently> does not work

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> the channel is then open for fellowship

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i always like it when Father gives and shows me examples...we seem to learn and hear better then.

<opentext> training oneself in the way they should go....developing the abilities that Father has given us

<his> John 7:17 <at-peace> 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.
(KJV)

<his> brought to mind

<his> 1 John 4:6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us . Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. (KJV)
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