Bible Study Monday 2 April, 2001

<at-peace> Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord we give you praise and thanksgiving for this day, and for this time in fellowship..we pray that our hearts would be open to hear your guidance and counsel for all our need this day, that would keep our steps in line with your strait and narrow path that we would be your servants to your praise and glory through this day...

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:10-11 10
For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 8: 10 For if any one were to see you, who know the real truth of this matter, reclining at table in an idol's temple, would not his conscience (supposing him to be a weak believer) be emboldened to eat the food which has been sacrificed to the idol? 11 Why, your knowledge becomes the ruin of the weak believer--your brother, for whom Christ died! (Weymouth)

<opentext> Often times, one does not think that the example that they set is not that big of a thing.

<opentext> One seldom realizes how much they are being watched. 

<opentext> Paul says also, that in nothing that the ministry might be blamed. So one has to be attentive to what they are eating.

<opentext> Now, the question i have, is what were they doing in the idol's temple in the first place? Maybe, trying to show God how strong they were?

<rhoumai> that sounds about right

<his> acting apart from Christ

<opentext> How often have you thought that God does not know what He is talking about? To do that which He has not asked, one would have "to think" that they are smarter then God.

<diligently> they were there,maybe they did not have a reason

<rhoumai> have done that far too often

<diligently> do know Father always knows what He is talking about..but i dont understand it all the time..but that does not matter.

<opentext> One seldom gives thought to all that they are doing. And the reason this is, is because we do not think that we always have to be one one's toes, so to speak. Yet, the devil is always watching for the first opportunity, to snare us, and get us going down the wrong path

<opentext> In all of thy ways acknowledge Him, not in some of thy ways. Yet, how often do we try to do things our way, and then when we fall flat on our face, then maybe, we will go and ask God how He would have done it.

<rhoumai> that is the times we think we are smarter than God and find out we are wrong

<Faithful> Father should be first but more often than should try it on my own and then ask for help

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:20-22 20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.
21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?  (KJV)

<opentext> we are not to become partakers of other mens sins. Evil communications, will, corrupt good morals or manners. Yet, we always figure we can resist. "After all God, can't you see how much i have grown?"

<opentext> And one should remember, that pride comes right before the destruction.

<opentext> Amos 2:7-8 7 That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name: 8 And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god. (KJV)

<opentext> We are to be partakers of His divine nature. That is  the path which we should be walking. Yet, at times one thinks that God is not asking quite enough of us. That God just isn't in touch with reality, as He fails to see of how much benefit we could be.

<opentext> i would be quite content, to have to just provide for my family, study and listen for just my own household.

<opentext> Often times, we are so busy looking at what "we think" others have, or how "we think" Father is using others, that we do not have a clue of what He is asking of us.

<opentext> So how can one know the way they should go, if they are to busy watching what others are doing?

<diligently> they can not

<rhoumai> they can't

<his> they will be following man not Christ...they will go astray

<Faithful> they will not know unless listening always to Father through the Spirit of Christ

<chosen> they wont be....but will be distracted 

<h-k> they will be listening to father....but the wrong one

<opentext> and if the blind lead the blind?

<h-k> they shall both fall

<diligently> they both die

<at-peace> they both fall in the ditch

<chosen> they both shall fall down

<rhoumai> they will both fall into the ditch

<his> they both fall into a ditch

<diligently> go to hell

<opentext> Do you ever get tired of hearing people say; "but so and so did it!"  Or, "why did so and so get to do it, and not me?"

<chosen> yes

<h-k> yes

<rhoumai> i've gotten tired of my ownself saying that at times

<diligently> yes

<his> :-) miz said it

<Faithful> flesh is always trying to put that into my thoughts....learning to ignore

<opentext> One is to work out their own salvation, with reverence and respect to and for God. IF, one really comprehended what is at stake here, they would not be concerned with what anyone else is doing. One would become so focused in and on Father!

<opentext> But see, one's flesh is always paying more attention to what everyone else is doing. Keeping a score card on who got to do what, and how many times, so that we can show God how unfair He has been. Point out to Him that He is playing favorites.  (ever done or thought that?)

<Faithful> yes <rhoumai> <sigh> <his> yes <at-peace> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> 1Cor 8: 12 Moreover when you thus sin against the brethren and wound their weak consciences, you are, in reality, sinning against Christ.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Matt 25:40 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> Being the example of the believers. Not to impress others. Not to show people how well we are doing. Rather, that one is able to maintain their relationship with Father, by and through Christ. Proper motivation. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:12-13 12
But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. (KJV)

<opentext> Studying for Father's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth. 

<opentext> One cannot learn the truth, by studying the lies. Yet, this is what the devil will try to tell you. 

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free, and keeps us free, IF, we will continue in the truth.

<opentext> Continue, to abide in, to take up residence. It cannot be on a part time basis. It must be a continual thing. Yet how often does one think, that i have done it for three days this week, now we can coast a bit?

<rhoumai> have thought that, but realized when i coast, i am heading backwards

<diligently> have thought..have done it for so long..now must have it down,and must be done with this one now.

<chosen> only when our priorities are out of place....Father should be first, every moment of every day

<opentext> If one eats and offends their brother, it is obvious then, that they were more concerned with pleasing the heathen and the devil, then they were in maintaining their position within the body of Christ. We often forget, one Lord, one faith, one body of Christ.

<opentext> We should be teaching and striving for the unity of the faith....coming to that same knowledge of the Son of God.

<opentext> What exactly is it, that you are a partaker of this day?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> Father and all His goodness through Christ Jesus my Lord

<Faithful> Fathers word

<rhoumai> o/

<h-k> yes miz

<rhoumai> does weak conscience mean somebody that is less apt to be concerned with offending Father than some others?

<opentext> not all have the same knowledge, not everyone is at the same place

<rhoumai> so, it would be less knowledge, not less concern

<opentext> would you like Father to hold you responsible, for the same things He does me?

<rhoumai> no

<opentext> why not?

<rhoumai> because you have more knowledge and more time to exercise your faith than i have

<opentext> i have more knowledge, but not more time.

<rhoumai> had more time, as in how long you have been following Father through Christ Jesus

<opentext> that would come under knowledge...time of development

<rhoumai> ok

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> Mark 12:14 14 And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? (KJV)

<at-peace> they knew by His example that He was not a respecter of persons

<opentext> :-)

<at-peace> to know this, they would have to have been watching and listening

<opentext> think about how much you observe people around you.

<opentext> stop and think for a moment, how much they did sneak around and follow Him; otherwise how would they have know He picked corn on the sabbath day?

<at-peace> they had to have been always watching Him... and they were always trying to trap Him

<his> they were looking for ways to catch him out

<opentext> just as the devil now tries to do with every believer

<at-peace> 1 Pet 5:8 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (KJV)

<helpmate> yes he surly does

<at-peace> Rev 12:10 10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:25-26 25
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. (KJV)

<opentext> 2Tim 2: 25 He must speak in a gentle tone when correcting the errors of opponents, in the hope that God will at last give them repentance, for them to come to a full knowledge of the truth 26 and recover sober-mindedness and freedom from the Devil's snare, though they are now entrapped by him to do his will.(Weymouth)

<opentext> it is the truth that will set one free, and keep them free...if...they will continue in it
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