Bible Study Monday 26 March, 2001

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and the new and abundant life you have given us in Christ, we ask that you give and reveal unto each of us all our need throughout this day that would enable us to remain faithful and obedient in our relationship with you, much praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:36-38 36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry. 37 Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well. 38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 7: 36 If, however, a father thinks he is acting unbecomingly towards his still unmarried daughter if she be past the bloom of her youth, and so the matter is urgent, let him do what she desires; he commits no sin; she and her suitor should be allowed to marry. 37 But if a father stands firm in his resolve, being free from all external constraint and having a legal right to act as he pleases, and in his own mind has come to the decision to keep his daughter unmarried, he will do well. 38 So that he who gives his daughter in marriage does well, and yet he who does not give her in marriage will do better.(Weymouth)

<opentext> How often is it, that we see people trying to control other peoples lives?

<chosen> very often

<rhoumai> yes, have seen that often

<his> very often

<diligently> have seen them do that to me at times.

<diligently> would like to control my life.

<opentext> We can also see, how customs and traditions can get in the way. One seldom realizes how much control these things have over ones life.

<opentext> Working out you own salvation with fear and trembling, that is with reverence and respect for God.

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. All too often, we seek or pursue the physical things, before we do the spiritual.

<opentext> John 8:29 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> If one always did this, how much different would your life be?

<rhoumai> a major difference

<h-d-k> a much better world

<diligently> filled with  Fathers peace and joy

<chosen> it would be awesome to be totally pleasing to Him

<his> much

<opentext> Again, let us remember how carnal, and tradition driven these people of Corinth were.

<opentext> What happens in our lives, when we allow the things of the physical realm to dominate?

<rhoumai> they choke the spiritual, which removes the peace in our lives

<diligently> we start dying..a little leaven, leavens the whole lump.

<his> we build a wall that blocks out Father

<opentext> And yet, as clear as we can see and answer these things at this present moment; when these things arise, why do they have such a grip or hold on us?

<rhoumai> we ignore these things in preference to what we "want"

<diligently> they have a grip and hold on my flesh..and it hurts the flesh.

<his> we allow old thinking ..flesh...to have control

<h-d-k> we are creatures of habit...whether it be good or bad

<opentext> habits, traditions, customs...that we hold onto...they we will still nurture....because we do not want to let go of them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:39-40 39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.  40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Many would say this is only talking about physical death.....but i see it as talking about spiritual death as well. Why would the Lord have someone remain with somone that is unclean; that is dead spiritually?

<opentext> The other thing that i see here, is Paul still trying to get everyone to live as he does. And yet, if all did that, the population would disappear after one generation.

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:1-4 1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.  4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. (KJV)

<opentext> Again, so often we want to only see things in the physical. Yet, what happens when we hear and see things that are offered to idols?

<his> they distract us...tempt us to stray

<rhoumai> it tries to become a part of us, and it takes the Word to keep that stuff blocked out

<opentext> They build up and nurture the wrong things. Faith is by hearing the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ. Fear comes by one hearing the message delivered by the father of lies, the devil. Whatever is not of faith, is sin. Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> It is only as one continues in the Word, that they are set free, and able to maintain that freedom or liberty in Christ.

<opentext> To continue, to abide in. Remaining a part of the true vine. Drawing all of our nutriment and strength by and through Him.

<opentext> Also, if you become a church hopper, and are seen going into all of these different places, what does that tell the people that are watching you?

<rhoumai> that you haven't found the truth in Father's Word...you are still seeking Him

<rhoumai> and you think you can find it in a building

<at-peace> that you are unsettled in your life

<chosen> that you are not content, you do not know where you should be

<opentext> 1 Cor 8:5-7 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 6
But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. (KJV)

<opentext> One seldom thinks that anyone else is watching their life.

<opentext> For some, it is even in the things that we do that can cause offense to someone else. Or, it can cause them to hear or see things that will cause them to be unstable.

<opentext> An example of this would be.....i have some music that i listen to at times (though quite rare). Yet, i would not play this music if most anyone else was in the office, as i would not be sure if they could constantly discern between which words were right, and those that were in error.

<opentext> By playing these songs while they were here, may cause them to think that i was giving approval to them. And so i could end up leading someone astray by my example. By the spiritual food that i would place before them.

<opentext> And this is often the way in which we justify things in our lives. We think that it is only a little thing. and rationalize and reason that since it is so small, such a trifle, what harm can it cause?

<opentext> Have you ever caught yourself doing that?

<his> yes <rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes <at-peace> yes <h-d-k> yes 

<diligently> a little leaven leavens the whole lump

<diligently> yes

<opentext> It only takes a spark to start a fire...whether the fire be good or bad. Thus why Paul told timothy, to be an example of the believers. To study for God's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth, then he would never have reason to be ashamed.

<opentext> Another thing that many people miss, is that it says to rightly divide the Word of truth. Most want to try to rightly divide the word of error.

<opentext> I Jn 4:3-6 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. (KJV)

<opentext> It is in Christ that one is that new creation. It is in Christ that we are strengthened to do all that Father asks of us. However, one has to continue in His Word on a daily basis, to insure that the spirit man receives the proper nourishment, to sustain their walk down the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> What is it that you will feed your spirit man this day?

<rhoumai> the Word of God

<at-peace> the Word of life

<his> the Word

<chosen> His Word of life

<diligently> Father and His word ,through Christ Jesus

<diligently> Holy Spirit teaches us

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was hearing these verses pertain to being an example, remembering that others are watching and listening

<at-peace> Phil 2:15-16 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 16
Holding forth the word of life;  (KJV)

<opentext> good verses
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