Bible Study Wednesday 21 March, 2001

<chosen> Father we thank you for the gift of your Son Christ Jesus, to us, we pray that we will be faithful stewards of all that has been given to us, and allow the Word to guide our every step. In all that we say and do, we pray that it will all be to glorify you through Christ. We thank you for that which you have for us at this time and give you the glory and praise in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:31-33 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. (KJV)

<opentext> Using all things of this world, wisely and properly. One must be mindful of the fact that we are in the world, but not of the world. Yet, how often is it that we become attached to the things of this world?

<his> when our focus is on satisfying flesh rather than pleasing Father

<diligently> yes in   past have done that very much so.

<chosen> each time that we allow the Word to become second place in our life

<rhoumai> we do that when our spiritual life isn't satisfying to us...when we let that slip

<diligently> before when i was a part of the world

<opentext> Phil 2:5 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  (KJV)

<opentext> Renewing the mind in the Word....something we all talk about, but not always do.

<opentext> Learning to do all, to please Father. How different would our attitude and disposition be, if we did all things to please Father?

<diligently> joy unspeakable  at all times

<his> more joyful

<rhoumai> if would be very different...would always have peace and joy

<Faithful> very different

<chosen> we would then be reflecting Christ's  example

<opentext> So then, one can begin to see and understand, how those that we hang around, those that we associate with, can affect and effect or attitude. Evil communications, does indeed corrupt good manners or morals.

<opentext> It also shows us why we need to exhort and encourage one another while it is today. Yet, all too often we are only concerned about ourselves, and thus neglect the body of Christ.

<opentext> Heb 3:13-14 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; (KJV)

<opentext> When we become self-centered, the heart becomes hard, and what can you expect to hear or receive from God, when you have allowed your heart to become hard and calloused?

<diligently> nothing <helpmate> not very much <Faithful> nothing <chosen> not a thing <rhoumai> nothing <joyful> nothing <matti> nothing <his> nothing

<opentext> How often do we see or hear of Jesus Christ looking out for His own needs?

<diligently> never <his> never <rhoumai> never 

<diligently> only to please Father

<matti> never <Faithful> not once <at-peace> have not  <chosen> never

<opentext> Even when it was close to the time to lay down His life, the disciples are trying to talk Him out of it.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:31 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. (KJV)

<opentext> So we use the things of this world, to bring about Father's purpose and plan, not to allow them to control us. This is why one must always keep under their body, to keep it in subjection to the Spirit. And the only way that this can be done, is by renewing one's mind daily within the Word. The Word should be our primary conversation. What else is there to talk about?

<rhoumai> nothing, useful to our spirit

<diligently> nothing

<at-peace> if it does not glorify Father, nothing

<his> nothing edifies if it is not to please Father

<opentext> The quickest way to get a conversation from me, is to talk the Word. This is the way it should be in all of our lives. However, most allow the circumstances to control them. Rather, then choosing to be led by the Spirit of God.

<opentext> Would you get yourself in trouble as often as you do, if you choose to listen to and follow the Spirit of God more often?

<Faithful> no <chosen> no <joyful> no <rhoumai> no <his> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no <matti> no <d-g> not at all

<opentext> Rom 8:13-14 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (KJV)

<opentext> As people, we all too often allow the people around us, to control us, or have major influence in our lives. If it was Christian that we always listened to, that would be good. But all too often, we are allowing those outside of the body of Christ, to have the most influence in and on our life.

<opentext> For many, they have to keep up with the neighbors. If they get something new, then we have to also. Just as at social gatherings....if so and so is getting married, all of a sudden, everyone else is looking for a husband or a wife. 

<opentext> Allowing outside influences, to make the major determinations in our lives. Allowing external things to have the greater say in our lives.

<opentext> How often do we do things by impulse?

<rhoumai> too often

<chosen> sometimes too often

<Faithful> more than should at times

<matti> sometimes

<diligently> to often..daily am learning to die in this .habits

<at-peace> sometimes

<his> less thanks to Father..but too much

<joyful> sometimes

<opentext> Ever gone to the grocery store, and bought something from impulse, rather then need?

<diligently> yes <Faithful> yes <rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes <his> yes <matti> yes <joyful> yes <h-k> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Ever gone into a clothing store, and got something that you wanted, rather then what you needed?

<diligently> yes <rhoumai> yes <h-k> yes <Faithful> yes <his> yes <matti> yes <chosen> yes <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> We allow the flesh or feelings to rule in our lives more then we like to admit. And we can see why the Lord tells us to be watchful of who we associate, as well as talk with. And yet, as clear as these things are to see and hear, if the mind is not renewed daily in the Word.....that is the exact path that we will take.

<opentext> We are to be independent of the external circumstances. We are supposed to allow the Holy Spirit to be our guide through this world. This can only happen as one trains themselves, in the way they should go, so as they mature and develop, they will not depart from that path.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we allow traditions and doctrines of man, to have more influence in our lives, then we do the Word of God?

<chosen> when we do, we become double minded

<diligently> sometime..and dont even realize they are still there..weeds that need to be pulled.Father brings to my attention.

<rhoumai> i'm not aware of it if i allow that to influence my life more than the Word

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:34-35 34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. (KJV)

<opentext> Our main focus, is supposed to be God and His Word. And we should not allow anything to come between us and the Lord. Traditions that we have been taught, say we should talk with those that call us or write us. But, if they are not walking with the Lord, what would there be to talk about?

<rhoumai> nothing

<chosen> only fleshly things that brings death

<Faithful> nothing <matti> nothing <diligently> nothing <h-k> not a thing <his>  nothing 

<d-g> nothing edifying

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> We are to seek first.....and maintain that as first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness....not just for a day or two., or maybe a week, but this has to be each and every day of our life.

<opentext> Our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ, must be what one attends to first each day. Yet, how often is this the case? How many things do we place before God? It does not matter whether it is a wife or husband, child or friend, or Tv or movies, God must be first in our life, at all times, and in all instances.

<opentext> It is as one starts to live carnally, as the Corinthians were, that everything else becomes a priority before the Lord, and find some or any reason to justify our lifestyle and attitude. Today, what will you attitude be?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> seeking to please Father

<Faithful> only to please Father through Christ Jesus

<diligently> yes seeking  Fathers ways

<rhoumai> we will follow the example of Christ Jesus today, seeking to please only Father

<matti> to seek Fathers approval

<chosen> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<chosen> verses to share...

<opentext> sure

<chosen> 1 Cor 10:21-23 21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.  (KJV)

<chosen> we cannot serve both God and mammon

<opentext> making the choice each day, whom we will serve

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<Faithful> o/

<opentext> yes jamie

<Faithful> verse to share

<opentext> sure

<Faithful> James 1:25 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. (KJV)

<opentext> living the Word, not just talking about it

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> It also shows us why we need to exhort and encourage one another while it is today. Yet, all too often we are only concerned about ouselves, and thus neglect the body of Christ.

<his> how do we do this daily without falling into trap of stepping out at wrong time ?

<opentext> It all comes about, and develops as one develops their hearing. Learning to hear that which Father is asking of us.

<opentext> Used to think that when Father put someone on my mind, only had to pray for them. Sometimes it may be to pray for them, or at times, maybe write them a letter, or stop by and share the Word with them. It all develops, as we allow the Word to be the controlling force in our life.

<opentext> If one never makes a mistake, can effort be seen in their life?

<his> no

<opentext> the more we listen to the Word, the more our hearing is refined

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks brother

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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