Bible Study Thursday 22 March, 2001

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before you this day with praises on our lips and thanksgiving in our heart as we seek out all that you have for us through your Word.  Feed us, lead us and guide us to be holy in all that we say and do through this day and help us to grow up in you through Jesus Christ..........

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:30-33 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 7: 30 those who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not possess, 31 and those who use the world as not using it to the full. For the world as it now exists is passing away. 32 And I would have you free from worldly anxiety. An unmarried man concerns himself with the Lord's business--how he shall please the Lord; 33 but a married man concerns himself with the business of the world--how he shall please his wife.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Often times, one is married without being married. That is, that a job, or toys, or any other worldly pursuit, is of what is the most important to us. It is these things that occupy our thoughts and time.

<opentext> How often do the things of this world control you, and your thoughts and actions?

<now-faith> often here

<diligently> when eyes have been taken off Father .

<diligently> not seeking first the kingdom of God

<rhoumai> less and less each day as i seek to hear Father first each day

<opentext> Even with those that claim to know and serve the Lord, how often do preconceived thoughts and such, overpower that which the Word tells us. An example would be, how often do people only pray at certain times of the day? Or, think that they only worship God on certain days of the week?

<his> when focus is on tomorrow or things behind......not on Father

<diligently> that is the way the world is taught.

<diligently> father of lies

<now-faith> embedded roots

<rhoumai> some of the traditions of the world...still overcoming some of those notions

<his> we should be praying without ceasing..not always the case

<opentext> Many of the things that go on in our life, have been placed there years ago. And unless one uses the Word to uproot these thoughts and ideas, they will continue to have an effect in and on our life, and not always for the good.

<opentext> One seldom gives thought to all that we do, without thinking. Without being fully cognizant of what we are doing. These things have been programmed into our lives, and thus why we should be seeking Father's will in all that we do.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:34 34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 7: 34 There is a difference too between a married and an unmarried woman. She who is unmarried concerns herself with the Lord's business--that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but the married woman concerns herself with the business of the world--how she shall please her husband.(Weymouth)

<opentext> How often do you find things that pertain to things other then the Lord, creeping in, and controlling areas of your life?

<diligently> there are things, little things are very important to Father, Father has and is teaching me this.

<Faithful^> when not keeping my focus totally on Father and His word 

<chosen> they often try to creep in, i am learning to cast them down quicker

<rhoumai> we have to guard against that constantly

<opentext> As said earlier, we can be married or betrothed to things other than the Lord. If one is not attentive to the world, it is very easy to get pulled in, and controlled by the things of this world. We are to be in the world, but not of the world. But, without the Word being first in one's life, it is hard to have any control in and over one's life. Rather it is the world and it's circumstances that will control us.

<opentext> Mark 12:32-33 32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. (KJV)

<opentext> God, through Jesus Christ, has to be first place in one's life. This relationship has to be the priority in one's life, if they expect to obtain eternal life. The key is, in learning to study for His approval. Then one will not have reason to be ashamed, for they have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, so they are sure of the path they should follow.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:35 35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 7:35 Thus much I say in your own interest; not to lay a trap for you, but to help towards what is becoming, and enable you to wait on the Lord without distraction. (Weymouth)

<opentext> How often is it, that one thinks that the preacher may be trying to control your life? (and in many instances this would be so, but we are applying this to a true preacher of God's Word)

<rhoumai> we would think that if we are rebelling against what Father is showing us we need to clean up in our lives

<diligently> Christ Jesus is to be the controller of our life..for us to go in His path.

<d-g> they conform people to their image, what they think God is and not Christ

<his> when not hearing in the spirit

<at-peace> if we are looking at the man, and not the message being delivered through them

<chosen> usually when trying to justify ones own actions

<diligently> follow  only as i follow Christ.

<opentext> 1Tim 3: 16 Every Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for convincing, for correction of error, and for instruction in right doing; 17 so that the man of God may himself be complete and may be perfectly equipped for every good work. (Weymouth)

<opentext> So that the man or woman of God may be complete. You, are complete in Him. If, you continue in the Word. Training one self, to be consumed by the Word. Obsessed by the things of God.

<opentext> How would you describe Paul's desire in seeking the truth and the deep things of God?

<h-k> as obsessive

<d-g> it became his only desire

<rhoumai> he was totally absorbed in Father, doing His work

<at-peace> being consumed

<diligently> he did it with all he had..it was his life to seek the things of God.

<his> the only thing in his life..obsessed

<chosen> it was his passion, his full heart's desire, a priority

<now-faith> living sacrifice

<Faithful^> his faith...totally convinced and knowing Fathers word is truth

<diligently> daily dieing to himself

<opentext> Would you be willing to take a cruise as a prisoner on a ship, in order to preach or share the Word with some people in another city or country?

<rhoumai> if that is what Father asked...easy to say, when He hasn't, of course

<diligently> yes

<chosen> it sure wouldnt be my first choice!

<Faithful^> it would not be easy

<his> if i was sure Father was asking....yes, after struggling with it a bit

<diligently> spirit would be willing  :-)

<opentext> we can all remember when we first thought we saw the boy or girl of our dreams. And how it controlled much of our thoughts, and what kind of plans one made in order to try to bring it to pass. Well, this is the same way that we should be about the Lord. We should be consumed by our thoughts and desires, to do all within our power, to be an intimate part of His wedding feast.

<opentext> The better that one gets to know God and His Word; and be open to receive all that He has for you, this is when one is able to become more intimate with Father. This is when the relationship will begin to grow and develop. After all, faith is by hearing, receiving and then becoming obedient to the message delivered by the Word of God Christ. This is what will clearly illuminate one's path, so that they are able to see clearly and precisely that which Father is asking of them.

<opentext> Presenting one self to God, a living sacrifice. It is only by and through His Word, that one is able to be alive, and stay alive, spiritually. No one can force you to continue in His Word. This is a decision that each person has to make for their life.

<opentext> Matt 22:11-14 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen. (KJV)

<opentext> What is it, that you are clothed in this day? Would you be invited in?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<Faithful^> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> in His righteousness

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share...

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> Col 3:2 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)

<at-peace> firmly keeping our affection on Father and His Word,, where our treasure is, there shall our heart be also

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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