Bible Study Thursday 15 March, 2001

<his> Our Father, thank You for the blessing of this time to come before You through Jesus Christ to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of this day to do all that You ask of each of us. 

<opentext> today is our regularly scheduled Q & A day

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:24-27 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be. 27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. (KJV)

<opentext> Abiding in where we are called. Yet, how often is it, that we try to base our walk with God by how and where we see that others are at?

<at-peace> have done that

<d-g> when there is a lack of contentment, thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought

<diligently> the flesh seems to like to look at others.it does it some times,and ,dont mean for it to.

<chosen> when we forget that it is our own salvation that we are to work...and its not dependent upon anyone else's walk 

<rhoumai> we have done that

<his> when not seeking what Father is asking of us ourself

<Faithful> have done that 

<opentext> Someone sees someone else that is married, and immediately, they try to imitate that. Another will see someone single, and then will try to imitate that. It all comes down to learning our place within the body of Christ, and then remaining content, regardless of what the external circumstances say.

<d-g> thinking we should be farther along because others are, and yet we have to learn to be faithful with what God is asking of us personally

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that we allow what others are doing to govern our life?

<diligently> have done that,and have not realized i was even doing it.kinda like a habit.

<chosen> when we do not remain rooted and grounded, daily, in the Word

<diligently> a part of the old man that is dieing.

<rhoumai> we have done that, and am listening to Father to overcome that

<opentext> Paul said to be followers of Him, as he was of Christ. The Word is our guide for living, when one is led by the Spirit of God into all truth. It is as one continues in the Word that they will be set free, and be able to maintain that liberty that can only come through Christ.

<opentext> Much of what we see around us, is the blind leading the blind. People are caught up in vain repetitions of prayer, they are repetitious in the way they say they worship. Jesus Christ plainly said that we are not to act as they do. Rather, we are to enter into our closet in secret, and God who then sees in secret will reward you openly.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:28-31 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. (KJV)

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, Christ. Then, that which you have need of this day will be added unto you. Therefore, take no thought for tomorrow, but do that which is necessary today, to remain on that strait and narrow path that leads to eternal life.

<d-g> staying independent of external circumstances, contentment

<opentext> Not abusing that which Father has given us charge over, but rather using it all wisely, for the furtherance of His kingdom. Yet, how often is it, that our possessions actually possess us?

<rhoumai> when we become caught up in the physical, and forget who owns all we have charge over

<diligently> they can also be very simple possessions.. things that are not of any value.

<his> they do when we see them as "ours" and forget they are Father's for his purpose

<chosen> when we forget what our treasure is

<d-g> when a person seeks more of the external, rather than the eternal

<opentext> Eph 2:3 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (KJV)

<diligently> most of the thing,the world has taught me ,that were important..have learned in Fathers word,they mean nothing to Father..

<diligently> really every thing 

<opentext> Our past conversation; that is, what was one's focus of life, prior to Christ. These thoughts and actions led to the fulfilling of the desires of the flesh. Look at the way Weymouth translates this......

<opentext> Eph 2:3 Among them all of us also formerly passed our lives, governed by the inclinations of our lower natures, indulging the cravings of those natures and of our own thoughts, and were in our original state deserving of anger like all others. (Weymouth)

<opentext> And thus why Paul said that it was a constant battle, to keep his body under subjection or control of the Spirit. The flesh has had its way for so long, that it is hard to break out of that mold. And the only way to be set free, and remain free, is by living and abiding in His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:31-33 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. (KJV)

<opentext> How many things, whether they be large or small, do we allow to come before the Lord?

<diligently> Father is pointing them out for me.one at a time..line upon line

<rhoumai> many things...some we think insignificant, but anything that comes before Father is very significant

<joyful> ooh ouch, too many...such as the coffee first off this morning

<chosen> too many.....just one thing is one too many

<Faithful> too many....even letting just one big thing come before Father is as bad as a lot of little things

<his> many we are not aware of until Father points them out

<opentext> Something as simple as eating without thanking the Lord....can be the start of being forgetful of who is our source.

<opentext> The things that we take for granted. Or, even things that one expects should be there, or be their's. The attitude of gratitude for any and all that one has.

<opentext> Being content where Father has you at, and yet being hungry enough to want to move on with Him.

<opentext> Phil 4:11-12 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. (KJV)

<opentext> Blessed are those that hunger and thirst after righteousness. Seeking all that Father has for us by and through Christ.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> it is hard to be content..when we die daily..and it seems my flesh is screaming..when does the more contentness come in?

<diligently> sometime this is.

<opentext> total contentment will come the day we get home. As long as we are here on this earth, the flesh will be wanting to have it's lusts and desires fulfilled. Thus why the Word tells us to renew our mind daily. Meditating in and on His Word at all times, not just when it seems convenient.

<opentext> Thus, why we are to be followers of Christ, as He through Jesus of Nazareth, showed us the proper path that we can take.

<opentext> Today, will you seek all that Father has for you? The life you save, may be your own.

<chosen> yes <Faithful> yes <matti> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <helpmate> yes <his> yes <rhoumai> yes <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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