Bible Study Wednesday 14 March, 2001

<rhoumai> Father, we thank you for the opportunity to gather in your name and begin to partake of the meal you have planned for us today.  We ask that each heart would be receptive to your Word. We give you all the honor, praise, glory and thanksgiving in the name of your precious Son, Christ Jesus

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:20-24 20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. (KJV)

<opentext> As we look at this chapter as a whole, the one thing that stands out to me, is what has one set up and established as priorities in one's life. What is it that takes your time and focus.

<opentext> All too often, when one comes to the Lord, they set up their own agenda, rather then seeking that which the Lord has for them.

<opentext> One must remember that we are in the world, but we are not of the world. So it always comes down to, am i doing all that the Lord asks of me, that i may  be pleasing to Him?

<opentext> Most often as one gets saved, they are looking for the Lord to change their life in the physical, and then totally ignore the spiritual.

<opentext> Rev 2:2-4 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. (KJV)

<opentext> One can act holy, they can put on a performance for all those that are around them. Yet, what it all comes down to, is the Lord first in our life? Often times we do many things, because one forgets that the Lord sees all that they do. 

<opentext> Our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ, must be first and foremost in ones life. There can be "nothing" or "anyone" that comes before Him.

<opentext> A few ways that this can be described is by what Paul said, when one becomes so caught up in head knowledge, that they forget to be led by the Spirit of God. In other words, ever learning and never able to arrive at the truth of God's Word. They began in the Spirit, but now think that they are made perfect by the operations of the flesh.

<opentext> Note in verses 2 and 3 above, all of the things that they are doing right, or should we say appear to be doing right.

<opentext> However, if they have changed their priorities, and Christ is not first in their life, they have strayed or drifted from their first love, no matter how many things they do, appear to be right.

<opentext> Going through the motions out of traditions and rituals, and forgetting to keep that pure and intimate relationship with God through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> People do this in most relationships, they begin with much love and devotion, and then as time goes on, they begin to take the relationship for granted. Isn't this what one often does with God as well?

<rhoumai> yes <chosen> yes

<Faithful> yes at times forget who i should be seeking first

<his> at times yes

<diligently> yes.if in the flesh

<ready2> choosing not to retain God in their knowledge

<matti> yes

<ready2> thanks God, i can handle it from here

<opentext> And if we treat God as such, won't this attitude or lifestyle carry over to every other aspect of our life as well?

<h-k> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <Faithful> yes  <his> yes <chosen> yes  <rhoumai> yep <matti> yes

<opentext> Gal 3:1-3 1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember, that the words that jesus Christ spoke to us, they are Spirit and they are life to those that find them. For they are not written in fleshly tables, but rather written by the Spirit in and on the heart. One must walk in the Spirit, to have and maintain this spiritual relationship with Father, for this is the fellowship or relationship that He seeks with us.

<opentext> Rom 7:6 6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (KJV)

<opentext> Our relationship with God begins in the Spirit, yet so often people then try to judge or weigh their relationship, by those things that they think they have acquired in the flesh.

<opentext> God's Word is His love letter to each and every believer. It is given for our advantage, as God already knows that which His Word will do. For His Word is forever settled in heaven. God knows that His Word will go out and accomplish that which He sends it to do. And for this to happen in one's life, they must be in agreement with God and His Word.

<opentext> Without faith, without my ability to believe, act upon, and live His Word, it is impossible to please God. For God is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him, and this can only happen by faith.

<opentext> Gal 3:4-5 4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (KJV)

<opentext> It does not happen by setting up traditions and doctrines. It does not happen by vain repetitions of so called prayers. It is by one hearing this message delivered by the Word of God Christ, and then applying it to one's life.

<opentext> 1 Cor 7:23-24 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.  (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one forget, or neglect, that which it took for us to become a member of His family?

<rhoumai> we need to be reminded sometimes of the price that was paid on our behalf

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Eph 1:13-14 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
 (KJV)

<ready2> whenever one thinks its by works and not grace

<opentext> One has to hear the Word, and recognize that it is the power of God unto salvation. And then once we hear this Word, one must act upon it, that is, allow it to become a way of life that they continue in on a daily basis.

<opentext> All too often, one is so busy looking at what others have, or what they think God should do with them, that they miss that which Father has for them.

<opentext> One tries to tell the potter, what He should do with the clay. Is this the right attitude to have, to maintain a proper relationship with Father?

<Faithful> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <matti> no <rhoumai> nope <joyful> no <h-k> no

<his> no...one has to be as a child before Him

<chosen> no...and we must decrease

<opentext> Seek first the kingdom of God, and be established in His righteousness, and then.....God will provide that which you have need of, to do that which He has asked of you.

<opentext> Without faith, without my ability to believe and trust in and upon His Word, it is impossible to please Him. So why is it then, that so often, we try  to do things apart from His Word? Not that we memorize His Word to impress people, but rather that we live the Word unto God, for it is only Him that one should be trying to impress.

<rhoumai> many times we judge our growth with Father by what others think of us

<opentext> How satisfied are you, with where Father has you at today? Are you content in where you are at? Are you satisfied with how He is using you? This can and will only happen, as one does all within their ability, to please only Him.

<opentext> Today, will your relationship with Father, truly be that which is first in your life?

<his> yes <Faithful> yes <rhoumai> yes! <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <matti> yes 

<chosen> yes...He takes first priority

<at-peace> yes <h-k> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> Seek first the kingdom of God, and be established in His righteousness, and then.....God will provide that which you have need of, to do that which he has asked of you.

<his> came to mind:

<his> Luke 22:35 35 And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.  (KJV)

<opentext> yes, being dependent on Him, for everything, regardless of what the physical may try to tell us.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<h-k> good study

<opentext> if no  others then we will open the channel for fellowship
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