Bible Study Monday 22 January, 2001

<steph> Father we come before you with thanks and praise for all of your blessings this day.... we pray that our words and thoughts this day will be in line with your Word, and that our ears will be open to your words of life that nourishes us and continues to set us free.... thank you for what you have prepared for us now, and we give you the praise, and glory for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:7-8 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Purge out, that is to cleanse thoroughly. To allow His Word to clean us.

<opentext> Marking those who (people, things, or thoughts)  cause divisions and offences (And this includes thoughts and imaginations). <Rom 16:17-18>

<opentext> We often think of tolerance, rather then enforcing that which Father asks of us.

<opentext> Do you recall what happened with Achan in his rebellion to that which Father asked? 

<dave-greg> stoned and burned

<rhoumai> yes, he and everything he had including family were stoned

<opentext> Don't we often rationalize or reason, that it is only a little bit, or quite small, what can it possibly hurt?

<rhoumai> the flesh readily does that

<steph> it soon spreads

<dave-greg> like a small spark or match, can start a fire quickly

<opentext> How often has fear began with only a quick thought or glimpse of a thing, and before too long, it is all consuming?

<opentext> Or we can look to Acts, and see what happened with Ananias and his wife, when they did not follow through with that which they said they would do. <Acts 5:1-11>

<dave-greg> if it is meditated on, the thoughts and imaginations can fan the flames

<opentext> The thought sparks the imaginations, and soon was is looking at the wrong light, and the wrong consuming fire is taking over.

<his> begins quickly when one is giving heed to this world's traditions and doctrines

<opentext> one may begin in the Spirit, but when neglected, it does not take long for one to allow the flesh back in control. Once the flesh is back in control, one can not be pleasing to God.

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:1, Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (KJV)

<opentext> [Let us cleanse ourselves] Let us apply to him for the requisite grace of purification; and avoid everything in spirit and practice which is opposite to the doctrine of God, and which has a tendency to pollute the soul. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)
<opentext> How often has what started out as just a little worry, ended up consuming your thoughts, and eventually had you operating in fear or anger?

<rhoumai> anytime the flesh gives in to worry, that is the result

<helpmate> any time that we do not renew our mind in the Word

<dave-greg> when we revert to sight rather than faith

<char-judy> whenever we give ear to the wrong voice

<opentext> If we avoid and abhor evil inclinations, and turn away our eyes from beholding vanity, incentives to evil being thus lessened (for the eye affects the heart), there will be the less danger of our falling into outward sin.  And if we avoid all outward occasions of sinning, evil propensities will certainly be lessened. All this is our work under the common aids of the grace of God. We may turn away our eyes and ears from evil, or we may indulge both in what will infallibly beget evil desires and tempers in the soul; And under the same influence we may avoid every act of iniquity; for even Satan himself cannot, by any power he has, constrain us to commit uncleanness, robbery, drunkenness, murder, etc. These are things in which both body and soul must consent. But still withholding the eye, the ear, the hand, and the body in general, from sights, reports, and acts of evil, will not purify a fallen spirit; it is the grace and Spirit of Christ alone, powerfully applied for this very purpose, that can purify the conscience and the heart from all dead works. But if we do not withhold the food by which the man of sin is nourished and supported, we cannot expect God to purify our hearts. While we are striving against sin, we may expect the Spirit of God to purify us by his inspiration from all unrighteousness, that we may perfectly love and magnify our Maker. How can those expect God to purify their hearts who are continually indulging their eyes, ears, and hands in what is forbidden, and in what tends to increase and bring into action all the evil propensities of the soul? (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> And again, one must remember, that the devil has no power over us, except for that which we give him. That which we give him permission to operate in and with.

<opentext> Also, as Clarke says, it is not enough just with the flesh to try to ignore that which is evil; one must be doing in by operating in and of the grace of God. Have you ever tried to show God how good you were, apart from His Word?

<rhoumai> yes, i am sure i have...that is what we do when in the flesh

<dave-greg> it was short lived, until the next fall when there was a need

<his> yes and it always leads to problems

<h-k> one cannot do it...you are either in His Word or out of His Word

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:22-23, Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> As one will continue in the Word, it is the truth that sets one free, and also maintains that freedom.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:7-8 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
(KJV)

<opentext> So then, as we can see, it is up to us, the individual to maintain this temple. It is also our responsibility for what is allowed in it.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we remember that we are the temple of the living God? If we remembered this, would we treat this temple so poorly?

<h-k> no  <his>  no <steph> no <rhoumai> nope <char-judy> no

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:9 9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for company:4874  sunanamignumi (soon-an-am-ig'-noo-mee);; to mix up together, i.e. (figurative) associate with: (Strong's).

<opentext> Now, why does God tells us these things? So that He can be mean, and not understanding?

<steph> because He loves us

<rhoumai> not at all...to lead, guide and direct us in the Spirit, so we can maintain our relationship with Him

<dave-greg> so we can keep his temple free from impurities

<his> so we can get Home with Him, be an acceptable sacrifice

<char-judy> so that we avoid profane and vain babblings that will increase unto more ungodliness...for our benefit

<h-k> we can do all things  ......if we remain in Him

<opentext> God knows all of our frailties and weaknesses, thus He knows that which we have need of before we "ask". Yet, how often is it that we will not ask for His help or wisdom to see us through a situation?

<dave-greg> anytime one thinks they can handle it on their own

<rhoumai> when we let worry in, we try to do things our way

<now-faith> most often when we are operating in our own wisdom... we won't ask for help

<his> when thinking and acting according to the old nature, in pride

<opentext> Today, will you allow Him to show you what is old leaven, that you may be pleasing to Him?

<rhoumai> yes!  <h-k> yes <now-faith> yes <his> yes <char-judy> yes <dave-greg> yes <steph> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<now-faith> got any band aids?

<opentext> lol

<opentext> steph has an ample supply

<now-faith> :-)

<steph> lol

<rhoumai> not me...i ran out during the last newsletter

<opentext> don't forget, He sent His Word to heal, not wound and maim.

<char-judy> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<char-judy> John 15:5 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)  ... 

it is the grace and Spirit of Christ alone

<opentext> yes, and thus why He....was wounded for our transgressions....

<opentext> Isa 53:5-6 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (KJV)

<char-judy> 1 Pet 2:24-25 24
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. (KJV)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Rom 16:25-26 25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: (KJV)

<his> obeying the truth through the Spirit

<his> through the revelation of the mystery

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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