Bible Study Wednesday 17 January 2001

<steph> Father we come before you with thanks for all that you have done for us this day,... we pray that we will be faithful stewards, listening to and obeying all that you would say to us this day... thank you Father that you know that which each of us is in need of which will cause us to grow closer to you this day, we thank you for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:1-2 1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. (KJV)

<opentext> Entering in! These things have to be heard, in order to become part of our lives. The individual, also determines who it is that they will listen to; that is, those that they allow to teach them. How did these things gain access into their live's?

<rhoumai> little by little

<his> they made the wrong choices...did not rightly divide the word

<d-g> they gave heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons

<diligently> yes,bit by bit

<opentext> Josh 7:11-12 11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you. (KJV)

<opentext> Joshua had given the children of Israel, specific instructions, on that which the Lord asked of them. Yet, there were a few that "thought" that they knew better then God, and in doing so, affected the whole of the nation.

<opentext> Josh 7:18-20 18 And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me. 20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done: 21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it. 23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD. 24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 5:20, Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, our disobedience does not seem like much, when compared with the overall picture.

<opentext> Yet, rebellion is rebellion, when done against that which the Lord asks of us.

<opentext> How often have you reasoned, that it was not a very big transgression, therefore it would not affect anyone?

<rhoumai> used to believe that when i was walking in the flesh

<diligently> in past,used to think that way,but never looked at it as sin.

<his> every time we sin we steal from ourself and others..before i did not realise that 

<opentext> And, as we harden our heart against that what He has asked of us, how long does it take for the transgressions get bigger and bigger?

<h-k> not long <his> not long <rhoumai> not very long at all <diligently> not long

<opentext> And yet, the whole time it appears very small or insignificant to the one that has hardened their heart; and finds many reasons to justify their actions.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:3-5 3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So as we can see, Paul saw what was happening within the body at Corinth, and we can see much similarity in that account which we read from Joshua. 

<opentext> If one is walking in the Spirit, they understand that they can hide nothing from the Lord; however, when walking or operating in the flesh, how clear is one's vision?

<rhoumai> cloudy

<his>  blind

<steph> blinded

<d-g> distorted

<h-k> trying to look through a vail

<h-k> vail of self-righteousness

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:6-7 6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: (KJV)

<opentext> Now, what we have to remember, that the transgression started as something that seemed small and insignificant. It was a teaching or a word that was only "a little" off of the mark. However, it was allowed to take root, and soon it began to grow and to spread 

<opentext> Mark 4:18-19 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> So these seeds enter through the ear, and then start to become settled in the mind, and as they are allowed to grow, then they begin to cloud or distort one's vision, which now means that they are not able to see clearly any longer, where their next step has to go.

<opentext> And as a result, they end up straying form the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> How important is it, for each of us, to be attentive to that which we hear, or in other words, allow into ourselves?

<his> very, life or death

<diligently> to Father always important

<rhoumai> we must be very watchful with what we renew our mind with

<h-k> we have to rightly divide everything that we hear

<steph> very

<at-peace> very important

<d-g> the peace of God will keep, or guard our hearts and mind, it is important to let His peace rule

<opentext> So then, what can you do, to ensure that you do not end up like Achan, or the church at Corinth?

<rhoumai> walk in the spirit and we shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh

<diligently> keep heart and mind upon Father at all times..and listen to His instructions always

<diligently> and obey Him

<his> continue studying for Father's approval...giving all diligence

<d-g> learn to be content

<steph> rightly divide the Word

<at-peace> by taking heed unto myself and the doctrine and continue in them

<opentext> Now, did the church at Corinth just all of a sudden one day, end up at this point to where the sin was so blatant? Or, did it start with little things that were ignored, or self-justified?

<diligently> little things,and they added into big things.

<rhoumai> a little sin was allowed in, and it corrupted the whole body

<his> started with little things

<h-k> self-justified a lot of little things, and pretty soon big things too

<at-peace> started with the little things and over time they manifested fully

<d-g> like with a forest fire, can start with a small spark

<opentext> As we look at that which the Word tells us then, we can see from what Paul wrote to both the people at Corinth, as well as the Hebrew believers, that this carnal Christianity, started when they allowed their hearing to become dull; that is they became lazy in working out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God and His Word.

<opentext> Soon, they were listening to the traditions and doctrines of man, more then they were to God and His Word.

<opentext> When Father points something out amiss in our life, it is not so that he can have people make fun of us, or to make Himself look better; rather, it is so that we will correct the error of our way, so that we will not stray from the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> If it is worth Father's time to correct us on it, it is worth our time to bring the proper correction to it. Obedience is better than sacrifice; for rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.

<opentext> Today, will you do all that He asks of you?

<now-faith> yes <his> yes <rhoumai> yes <h-k> yes

<diligently> yes,willing and with joyful heart

<steph> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

www.builtanewministries.org
Copyright © 2001 Built Anew Ministries

