Bible Study Tuesday 2 January 2001

<steph> Father we thank you for all that you are and for all that you have done and given to us....we praise you for this time and for all that you know we have need of... we pray that we will be good stewards for you this day and obey all that you ask of us...we ask these things and thank you for them in Christ Jesus name

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:3-4, 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1, I do not even cross-question myself; for, although I am not conscious of having anything against me, that does not clear me. It is the Lord that cross-questions me on this matter. (Moffatt)

<opentext> The matter of being a good and faithful servant, who keeps close inventory on that which has been revealed to him. Placing the things of God, above all else.

<opentext> All too often, people are more concerned with that which other people think of them, or how they see or view them, then in how God sees them. 

<opentext> John 8:29, And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)

<opentext> Learning to do always, only those things that please Him. Yet, how often do we go beyond that which Father asks, thinking that we will help God out?

<his> every time we speak more than He has asked us to speak

<diligently> have done that, leaning on my own understanding.

<steph> when we allow our flesh to guide us and not His spirit

<ready2> when one tries to find smooth words to appease people

<rhoumai> anytime that we rationalize what He asks us to do, and figure if a little bit is good, a little more is better

<helpmate> anytime we think more highly of self

<opentext> [Yet am I not hereby justified] I do not pretend to say that though I am not conscious of any offence toward God I must therefore be pronounced innocent; no: I leave those things to God; he shall pronounce in my favour, not I myself. By these words the apostle, in a very gentle yet effectual manner, censures those rash and precipitate judgments which the Corinthians were in the habit of pronouncing on both men and things-- a conduct than which nothing is more reprehensible and dangerous. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> [He that judgeth me is the Lord] By his judgment I am to abide; and by his judgment I am to receive my eternal sentence, and not by my own view of myself. He searcheth the hearts.(Barnes)  He may see evil where I see none. I would not, therefore, be self-confident; but would, with humility, refer the whole case to him. Perhaps there is here a gentle and tender reproof of the Corinthians, who were so confident in their own integrity; and a gentle admonition to them to be more cautious, as it was POSSIBLE that the Lord would detect faults in them where they perceived none. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> For most, we associate correction with hate. God rebukes and chastens those whom He loves. So the question is, how do we respond to Father's chastening? If we look at the messenger, we will usually sneer at the correction, and respond something like.."who do they think they are?"

<opentext> A common response for the flesh. And, those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. For whatever is not of faith, is sin.

<opentext> If it is not of faith, then it is fear! As there is no middle ground with God; no fence riding; no grey areas. Faith or fear, no in between.

<opentext> So then, if one does not seek Father's guidance, counsel, and wisdom each and every moment of each and every day, where will that leave them at?

<diligently> on road to hell

<ready2> at fault

<steph> in fear

<his> in a grey fog, lost

<rhoumai> they will live in fear, without peace in their heart

<helpmate> lost

<at-peace> in satans realm

<opentext> So then, if one is really seeking to please Father, they will listen to Father's Word, they will ask Him for proper interpretation of that which He is asking, and then apply it to their life to the best of their ability. In other words, studying only for Father's approval, taking the time to rightly divide the Word of truth, so that they never have reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:5 5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. (KJV)

<opentext> How often when Father asks something of you, do you immediately make assumptions of how things will be?

<rhoumai> constantly learning not to jump up and run before He finishes talking

<diligently> in past, that was like a normal reflex.

<steph> when we lean to our understanding and not trusting His ways

<his> when i'm looking beyond today

<opentext> Allowing the Word to expose the darkness. Allowing the Word to have priority within our life. Allowing His Word to be that light which illuminates our every step.

<opentext> Have you ever tried to run down a dark path in the night with a small light? How well can you see everything?

<steph> not well at all  <rhoumai> one can't  <diligently> not well at all.  <his> not well

<ready2> hard to see the path clearly

<opentext> Maybe why the Word say, that we are to walk in the Spirit. To be sure of that which we hear. To be sure that each and every step is on solid ground, and not sinking sand.

<opentext> Ps 37:23 23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. (KJV)

<opentext> One often assumes, that when we are doing things to please the Lord, that the flesh is going to like it.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:27 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (KJV)

<opentext> Being a doer, or one who lives the Word that is delivered to them, and not one that only parrots that which they have heard.

<opentext> It is the peace of God that passes all understanding. That peace can only come from His Word. His Word is Spirit, and it is life, to those that find it.

<opentext> Eccl 12:14 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
(KJV)

<opentext> Heb 4:12-13 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. (KJV)

<opentext> It is not looking for the signs and wonders; it is not looking for physical rewards to confirm our walk with Him. Rather, it is to hear His Word, allow it into our heart to become a part of our very being, that we can hear His guidance and counsel, so that we can do only those things that please Him.

<opentext> It does not matter what others think or say about you, if, you are doing those things that are pleasing to Him.

<opentext> The mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, is to do always those things that please Him. Then, you will have that peace which passes all understanding of the flesh, and you are then able to rest in Him.

<opentext> What is it that you seek from Him this day?

<diligently> to please Father

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?   and hope that it made sense

<rhoumai> to please Him in all manner of conversation today

<his> to please Him, to be at peace

<steph> seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness

<at-peace> His wisdom and knowledge, that will keep me in right standing in Him

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> it made sense: Prov 12:18 (Moffat translation) A reckless tongue wounds like a sword, but there is healing power in thoughtful words. 

<opentext> :-) 
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