Bible Study Monday 15 January, 2001

<d-g> Heavenly Father i thank you for this day and another opportunity to come before your throne of grace this day, we ask for your bread of life this day as we gather together this day and go to our work places Father through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> 1Cor 4:17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you. Spiritually he is my dearly-loved and faithful child. He will remind you of my habits as a Christian teacher--the manner in which I teach everywhere in every Church. (Weymouth)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:18-19 18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you. 19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. (KJV)

<opentext> [Now some are puffed up] They are puffed up with a vain confidence; they say that I would not dare to come; that I would be afraid to appear among them, to administer discipline, to rebuke them, or to supersede their authority.Probably he had been detained by the demand on his services in other places, and by various providential hinderances from going there, until they supposed that he stayed away from fear. And possibly he might apprehend that they would think he had sent Timothy because he was afraid to come himself. Their conduct was an instance of the haughtiness and arrogance which people will assume when they suppose they are in no danger of reproof or punishment. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> [Arrogant] (literally "puffed up") is the word. Translators need to find a word here that shows clearly the unchristian pride or arrogance of the Corinthian Christians. (from UBS Translator Handbook Series)

<opentext> [For the kingdom of God] The religion of the Lord Jesus is not in word-- in human eloquence, excellence of speech, or even in doctrines; but in power, en  (grk 1722) dunamei  (grk 1411), in the mighty energy of the Holy Spirit; enlightening, quickening, converting, and sanctifying believers; and all his genuine apostles are enabled, on all necessary occasions, to demonstrate the truth of their calling by miracles; for this the original word often means. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:20-21 20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?  (KJV)

<opentext> I want to share Adam Clarkes commentary on the close of this chapter, as it gives us a very good summation of the 3rd and 4th chapters...if i go to fast, let me know.

<opentext> [Shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love] Here he alludes to the case of the teacher and father, mentioned in <1 Cor. 3:15>. Shall I come to you with the authority of teacher, and use the rod of discipline?  or shall I come in the tenderness of a father, and entreat you to do what I have authority to enforce? Among the Jews, those who did not amend, after being faithfully admonished, were whipped, either publicly or privately, in the synagogue.  If on this they did not amend, they were liable to be stoned. We see, from the cases of Ananias and Sapphira, Elymas the sorcerer, Hymenaeus and Alexander, etc., that the apostles had sometimes the power to inflict the most awful punishments on transgressors. The Corinthians must have known this, and consequently have dreaded a visit from him in his apostolical authority. That there were many irregularities in this church, which required both the presence and authority of the apostle, we shall see in the subsequent chapters.

1.In the preceding chapter we find the ministers of God compared to STEWARDS, of whom the strictest fidelity (faihtfulness, reliability)  is required. (stewards of the mystery, ref. Mark 4:11) 

(1)Fidelity to God, in publishing his truth with zeal, defending it with courage, and recommending it with prudence.

(2) Fidelity to CHRIST, whose representatives they are, in honestly and fully recommending his grace and salvation on the ground of his passion and death, and preaching his maxims in all their force and purity. 

(3) Fidelity to the CHURCH, in taking heed to keep up a godly discipline, admitting none into it but those who have abandoned their sins; and permitting none to continue in it that do not continue to adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour. 

(4) Fidelity to their own MINISTRY, walking so as to bring no blame on the Gospel; avoiding the extremes of indolent tenderness on one hand, and austere severity on the other. Considering the flock, not as their flock, but the flock of Jesus Christ; watching, ruling, and feeding it according to the order of their divine Master. (AC)

2. A minister of God should act with great caution: every man, properly speaking, is placed between the secret judgment of God and the public censure of men, He should do nothing rashly, that he may not justly incur the censure of men; and he should do nothing but in the loving fear of God, that he may not incur the censure of his Maker. The man who scarcely ever allows himself to be wrong, is one of whom it may be safely said, he is seldom right. It is possible for a man to mistake his own will for the will of God, and his own obstinacy for inflexible adherence to his duty. 

With such persons it is dangerous to have any commerce. Reader, pray to God to save thee from an inflated and self-sufficient mind.

3. Zeal for God's truth is essentially necessary for every minister; and prudence is not less so. They should be wisely tempered together, but this is not always the case. Zeal without prudence is like a flambeau in the hands of a blind man; it may enlighten and warm, but it may also destroy the spiritual building. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> flambeau= a flaming torch

Human prudence should be avoided as well as intemperate zeal; this kind of prudence consists in a man's being careful not to bring himself into trouble, and not to hazard his reputation, credit, interest, or fortune, in the performance of his duty. Evangelical wisdom consists in our suffering and losing all things, rather than be wanting in the discharge of our obligations. 

4. From Paul's account of himself we find him often suffering the severest hardships in the prosecution of his duty. He had for his patrimony, hunger, thirst, nakedness, stripes, etc.; and wandered about testifying the Gospel of the grace of God, without even a cottage that he could claim as his own. Let those who dwell in their elegant houses, who profess to be apostolic in their order, and evangelic in their doctrines, think of this. In their state of affluence they should have extraordinary degrees of zeal, humility, meekness, and charity, to recommend them to our notice as apostolical men. If God, in the course of his providence, has saved them from an apostle's hardships, let them devote their lives to the service of that church in which they have their emoluments; and labour incessantly to build it up on its most holy faith. 

Let them not be masters to govern with rigour and imperiousness; but tender fathers, who feel every member in the church as their own child, and labour to feed the heavenly family with the mysteries of God, of which they are stewards. 

5. And while the people require much of their spiritual pastors, these pastors have equal right to require much of their people. The obligation is not all on one side; those who watch for our souls have a right not only to their own support, but to our reverence and confidence. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> what is the definition for emoluments ?

<opentext> compensation, salary, etc.

<his> ok thanks

Those who despise their ecclesiastical rulers, will soon despise the church of Christ itself, neglect its ordinances, lose sight of its doctrines, and at last neglect their own salvation. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The people at Corinth, had become very puffed up, because of what they thought or assumed was God's confirmation of their position. This is why we are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

<opentext> Once we think that we "know" everything, and have no room left to be taught, we are about to take a big fall. For pride indeed does come before the fall.

<opentext> This is why we study for God's approval, that we will then have His answer when asked of the reason of the hope within us.

<opentext> Mark 13:11 11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.  (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, we want to have a manual with all the answers for every question that we think can be asked. Or, we may even try to answer with that which ministered to us. Each person is separate and unique, and therefore it will take Father's wisdom to give them the answer that they need to hear.

<opentext> One must remember that it is Christ, who is the power and wisdom of God. And it is only as we seek His wisdom and righteousness, that we will be a vessel fit for the Master's use.

<opentext> Now, from what we have been studying thus far in this letter to the Corinthians, does it sound like Paul is the sought after teacher that most people try to make him out to be?

<h-c-k> no <steph> no <diligently> no <rhoumai> no

<opentext> He was sought after, but not for the reasons that most people would like to think.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed what happens when one takes a stand for God and His Word, in spite of what popular opinion says?

<diligently> yes

<rhoumai> usually isolated from those people with the popular opinion

<h-c-k> you are usually standing by yourself

<steph> people turn against us, falsely accusing and slandering us

<opentext> Today, will you do all that He asks of you, and rely on His power to see you through?

<h-c-k> yes  <diligently> yes <steph> yes <rhoumai> yes, indeed

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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