Bible Study Thursday 11 January, 2001

<steph> Father we thank you for this time together in your Word, we pray that we will be ready to hear and obey that which you ask of us...thank you for preparing, for each of us, that which you know we have need of this day, which will nourish and sustain us and guide each step that we take...we give you all the honour and glory for these things in Christ jesus our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:13-14 13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. (KJV)

<opentext> Often, we think of the apostles and early leaders of the Church as being well sought after. Well, they were, but not for that which you think. As we know that most of them were put to death.

<opentext> [As the filth of the earth] It would not be possible to employ stronger expressions to denote the contempt and scorn with which they were everywhere regarded. The word "filth" [perikatharmata  (grk 4027)] occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. It properly denotes filth, or that which is collected by sweeping a house, or that which is collected and cast away by purifying or cleansing anything; hence, any vile, worthless, and contemptible object. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> We all at one time have told God, that we would like to be used by Him, just as the apostles were; however, did we really think that they were treated this harshly?

<steph> no

<rhoumai> i didn't realize what they went through while serving Father

<helpmate> no

<his> not all

<diligently> no,more we study more learn they were

<now-faith> no

<opentext> [And are the off-scouring of all things] This word [peripseema  (grk 4067)] occurs no where else in the New Testament. It does not differ materially from the word rendered "filth." It denotes that which is rubbed off by scouring or cleaning anything; and hence, anything vile or worthless; or a vile and worthless man. This term was also applied to vile and worthless people who were sacrificed or thrown into the sea as an expiatory offering, as it were to purify the people. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> So, the apostles and other disciples were thought about, but not for the reasons that we often think or attribute to them. Thus, why the Lord Himself said, that if the world hates you, to know that it hated Him, before you!

<opentext> Now, that does not mean, that you go out and try to deliberately get them to hate you. By living His Word, will cause it to happen without you going out and looking for "trouble".

<opentext> Paul was not out to belittle the people. We do not make fun of people because of their sin. And yet, at the same time, we cannot allow sin to go on

<opentext> God's Word is given to bring doctrine, which will reprove a person, and then bring light on how to correct it, so that we can then continue on the path walking in His righteousness.

<opentext> Note, In reproving for sin, we should have a tender regard to the reputation, as well as the reformation, of the sinner. We should aim to distinguish between them and their sins, and take care not to discover any spite against them ourselves, nor expose them to contempt and reproach in the world. Reproofs that expose commonly do but exasperate, when those that kindly and affectionately warn are likely to reform. When the affections of a father mingle with the admonitions of a minister, it is to be hoped that they may at once melt and mend; but to lash like an enemy or executioner will provoke and render obstinate. To expose to open shame is but the way to render shameless. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)...being wise as serpents, and yet as harmless as doves.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:15 15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, how many people have an answer for your problems; and yet their own lives are a mess?

<now-faith> lol yes <diligently> yes <steph> yes <rhoumai> yes <helpmate> yes <his> yes <at-peace> yes

<d-g> i have noticed a lot of people have an answer, but not willing to bring it face to face

<opentext> 1 Cor 14:10, There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. (KJV)

<opentext> There are many voices out there trying to tell us which way that we should go

<opentext> The truth is, that the Lord says that His sheep hear His voice, the voice of another they will not follow. Jesus Christ is the way, established by the truth of His Word, which if heard, and mixed with faith, will lead us on the strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life.

<opentext> Many people will try to tell us their opinions, thoughts and ideas.

<opentext> It is the truth of His Word that will set you free, and keep you free, IF, you will continue in it.

<opentext> You have to remain grounded and settled in and on the Rock of salvation. You cannot be swayed by every new fad or doctrine that comes along. It is in Christ that one becomes a new creation, any other way is that of a thief or a robber.

<opentext> The good news is to hear Him say we are one of His; the bad news would be to hear Him ask, "and who are you?"

<opentext> Have you ever noticed how people try to name drop, certain preachers, so that people will "think" they are more spiritual?

<rhoumai> yes <his> yes <steph> yes <now-faith> yes

<opentext> There is but one mediator between God and man, who is able to take our case before Father, and that is the man Christ Jesus.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:16 16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. (KJV)

<opentext> Follow me as far as I follow Christ. Come up as close as you can to my example in those instances wherein I endeavour to copy after his pattern. Be my disciples, as far as I manifest myself to be a faithful minister and disciple of Christ, and no further. I would not have you be my disciples, but His. But I hope I have approved myself a faithful steward of the mysteries of Christ, and a faithful servant of my master Christ; so far follow me, and tread in my steps." Note, Ministers should so live that their people may take pattern from them, and live after their copy. They should guide them by their lives as well as their lips, go before them in the way to heaven, and not content themselves with pointing it out. Note, As ministers are to set a pattern, others must take it. They should follow them as far as they are satisfied that they follow Christ in faith and practice. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Becoming a doer of the Word. One who lives the Word, not just one that talks about it in general conversation, hoping to get the people to think more highly of them.

<opentext> Our goal should be to hear Father say, well done child.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:17 17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church. (KJV)

<opentext> Our life should be consistent with His Word. The message should always be the same.

<opentext> How many people did Paul have that he could trust, that he could send somewhere, and know that they would teach the way of Christ, and not seek personal gain?

<helpmate> only timothy

<his> 1

<steph> one

<opentext> Phil 2:20-22 20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> Now stop and ponder this for a moment....we are to study for God's approval, with never a reason to be ashamed, for we have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth.....so then, if Father has us give an answer, to any that would ask a reason of the hope within us...how great of a compliment is that from Father; as well as the trust that it shows that He has in us?

<diligently> very great

<his> a large one; shows He trusts us

<rhoumai> it shows a great confidence in us as trustees of the mystery

<opentext> Yet, how often are we satisfied to hear His compliments, and rather go out and look for man's approval?

<opentext> How often do we go out and try to impress our fellow man, rather then living for Him?

<diligently> when in spirit.flesh thinks it likes mans approval.

<rhoumai> when we are looking for confirmation in the physical instead of the spiritual

<his> when not really seeking, with all our heart, to do that which is pleasing to Him

<opentext> How often have you changed your conversation, because you did not want to be considered the filth of the world, or looked down at, or to be despised by the world?

<rhoumai> when i was playing church, i frequently did that

<diligently> when hearing Father ask of me to be still.and only say and do as He asks of me..swift to hear slow to speak

<opentext> Today, will you count the cost, see that the pearl of great price is of far greater value than anything the world has to offer, and this day, truly follow Him?

<rhoumai> yes, i surely will <diligently> yes <his> yes <steph> yes <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <d-g> yes indeed 

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> had heard this verse during the earlier commentaries, on being a follower of me, as I am of Christ... being a doer and not a hearer only

<at-peace> 1 Cor 9:26-27 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
(KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will  open the channel for fellowship

<his> Matthew 24:45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season? (KJV)

<his> timothy was in that category

<opentext> and we know that those that are on the milk, have no discernment....so how could they give anyone else meat?

<his> cannot

<opentext> many are called, but _________?

<his> are chosen

<opentext> few

<rhoumai> few are chosen

<his> oops

<opentext> many answer His call, but then seek man for the wisdom...which is not His

<opentext> James 3:13-15 13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:3-4 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? (KJV)
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