Bible Study Thursday 28 December, 2000

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can gather at your feet to receive our daily bread. As we hear your Word, let each of us take the time to hear, and learn, and put into application in our life, that which you ask of us… With thankful hearts, we thank you for your grace and love, which has delivered us from the power of darkness, and your Word which allows us to overcome any and all obstacles that would hinder us from obtaining Your prize.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1-2 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember that it is Father's family, it is His kingdom, and therefore His Word sets the rules and guidelines which are to be adhered to. They are not arbitrary as many may think. They are not debatable as many assume. Their is responsibilities that come with this "gift".

<opentext> Let a man so​ account​ of us.....account, to take inventory....in other words, be or set the example of the believer....


<opentext> How often is it that we allow others to affect, effect and infect us; rather then setting the example, and when we have done all to stand, still stand?

<his> when not listening to and obeying Father

<rhoumai> used to do that a lot...am learning daily to only allow Father's Word to rule in my life

<keijo> always when reacting in the flesh

<diligently> when we are in the Spirit we do always those things to please Father.

<diligently> should not say when,, for we are in Spirit

<opentext> Have we forgotten who it is that is greater?

<opentext> I Jn 4:4  4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> Let us look at this word minister here for a moment....we might see that it is not quite what most would think or assume...

<opentext> definition for ministers....  5257  huperetes- a servant   a) an underrower, a subordinate rower  b) anyone who serves with hands: a servant  1) in the New Testament, used of the officers and attendants of magistrates as of the officer who executes penalties 2) used of the attendants of a king, servants, retinue, the soldiers of a king, of the attendant of a synagogue 3) used of anyone ministering or rendering service c) anyone who aids another in any work  1) an assistant  2) used of a preacher of the gospel 

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that we try to tell Christ how we think things should be done?

<rhoumai> when we are playing ignorant and dull of hearing

<his> when we "think" and do not listen, and use this world's wisdom

<diligently> in past ,and only in flesh would that be done.

<steph> when we think that we know better than Father

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:10, As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as​ good stewards​ of the manifold grace of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for steward: 3623  oikonomos (oy-kon-om'-os); a house-distributor (i.e. manager), or overseer, i.e. an employee in that capacity; by extension, a fiscal agent (treasurer); figuratively, a preacher (of the Gospel): (Strongs)

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. (KJV)

<opentext> So then we we are servants (ministers) of Christ, and stewards of God concerning the mysteries of Christ, and all that He is to the believer.

<opentext> In the Epistles.-- The application of this term is largely confined to the ministry of the gospel. Paul and his fellow-laborers regarded themselves as stewards of the mysteries of God <1 Cor 4:1-2>.   The idea is that he take scrupulous care of that which was intrusted to him, and give it out to others faithfully and as directed by his master Jesus Christ. (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia,Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> 1. He is appointed, not by himself, but by the vocation and mission of his Master. 2. He must look on himself, not as the master of the family, but as the servant. 3. He must be scrupulously faithful and exact in fulfilling the commands of his Master. 4. His fidelity must be ever accompanied by wisdom and prudence. 5. He must give the domestics-- the sacred family, their food; and this food must be such as to afford them true nourishment. And  6. This must be done in its season. There are certain portions of the bread of life which lose their effect by being administered out of proper season, or to improper persons. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> With all that Father opens to one within His Word, comes responsibility. It is as one proves themselves faithful here, then Father will reward us when we arrive at the final destination. Yet, many are looking or searching for their reward and honor while here, and this causes one to focus in and on the wrong things.

<opentext> As ministers of and for Christ, we must serve that which he asks of us (not as we think what would be appropriate)....as a steward will apply exactly that which is given, in the prescribed manner for which it was intended.

<opentext> so there are time we can be ministers or servants for Christ, and yet still not be a wise steward. So it is a matter of doing all that he asks of us, not only what "we think" is appropriate.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:2 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:9, Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV)

<opentext> Stop for a moment and consider, where were you headed before Father began to open to you, the mystery of the gospel?

<his> hell  <diligently> death <rhoumai> hell <steph> hell <diligently> hell

<diligently> separation from Father

<d-g> destruction

<keijo> spiritual death

<opentext> And what was it that Father showed you, that turned your life to the proper direction or course?

<diligently> the mystery of Christ..the truth

<keijo> the mystery of faith/God/Christ

<steph> His truth, Christ

<his> who Christ is, who Christ Jesus really is

<rhoumai> life, both physical and spiritual, with spiritual being the most powerful

<d-g> how we to could live a life pleasing to Father by the example set by His son

<at-peace> His love, Christ 

<keijo> also discovered it is Christ in me,

<opentext> So then, after you quit listening to, and following man; Father opened to you, His plan of salvation, that had been hid since the foundation of the world, and plainly opened to you, how you could do all those things that Father was asking of you, by and through Christ Jesus?

<rhoumai> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <steph> yes

<opentext> Now, this very thing or mystery that Father has begun to open to you, He has now entrusted to you. Were you able to see this because the servant He used was proud and obnoxious, or rather that they pointed you to Father through Jesus Christ ?

<steph> because they pointed to The way

<his> they pointed me to Father through Jesus Christ

<diligently> they pointed me to Father through Christ Jesus

<rhoumai> the servant most definitely was not proud or obnoxious...but rather following the example of Christ Jesus

<at-peace> His compassion, pointing me to Father through Christ Jesus

<his> and the example of his fellow servant who was with him

<opentext> So then, the question that we have to ask ourself this day, is have we been a minister of Christ, as well as a good steward of the mysteries that have been opened, revealed, and made plain to us?

<rhoumai> not always, but as we walk in the spirit, we learn daily to be a good steward

<diligently> yes,we are daily learning to be as Father asks of me.

<d-g> this day, we will do all to stand

<diligently> yes  

<opentext> Luke 12:42-44 42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. (KJV)

<opentext> His disciples are those that continue in His Word....or as Paul said, be followers of me, as i am of Christ.

<opentext> any questions or comments on this last study of the year 2000?

<keijo> ouchhh last study this year :-(

<opentext> there is fellowship and mini studies in the channel each day

<d-g> Matt 25:34-35 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: (KJV)

<d-g> o/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> doing it all unto Father, because if it was Father that was walking in, we would be very attentive to him, so learning to be just as attentive to his people

<d-g> Matt 25:40 40
And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)

<d-g> having the same meal prepared for others, that Father prepared for us

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Mark 9:41 41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.(KJV)

<his> came to mind from those verses…  cup of living waters

<opentext> Rev 22:1-2 1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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