Bible Study Wednesday 27 December, 2000

<steph> Father we thank you this day for your Word that renews our minds, as we allow it to dwell within us richly in all wisdom...we pray that we will be willing to hear and obey your words to each of us this day and allow them to mold us and change us...we thank you that you know what we have need of at this time and we ask these things and give you the praise for them in Christ Jesus name

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:20-23 20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;  22 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when man thinks that he has all of the answers, they he gets himself in trouble.

<opentext> It is when man allows pride to get in the way, that he tries to build his own work, rather then the body of Christ.

<opentext> If Paul had taken you to task publicly for your actions and attitudes, what would you have thought of him?

<d-g> i am sure thats when they really began to question his authority

<rhoumai> flesh might've gotten in the way, and i would have been upset with him wondering who he thought he was

<opentext> Gal 2:14 14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter​ before them all​, (KJV)


<his> if i was not listening Father, i would not recognise what he was saying was of Father...and would react negatively

<opentext> A matter of whether we would be listening as graeme says...with the physical or spiritual ear

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:15-16 15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. (KJV)

<opentext> And here the unlearned and unstable make wretched work; for they wrest and torture the scriptures, to make them speak what the Holy Ghost did not intend. Those who are not well instructed and well established in the truth are in great danger of perverting the word of God. Those who have heard and learned of the Father are best secured from misunderstanding and misapplying any part of the word of God; and, where there is a divine power to establish as well as to instruct men in divine truth, persons are effectually secured from falling into errors. How great a blessing this is we learn by observing what is the pernicious consequence of the errors that ignorant and unstable men fall into-- even their own destruction. 

We are in great danger of being seduced, and turned away from the truth. The unlearned and unstable, and they are very numerous, do generally wrest the scripture. Many who have the scriptures and read them do not understand what they read; and too many of those who have a right understanding of the sense and meaning of the word are not established in the belief of the truth, and all these are liable to fall into error. Few attain to the knowledge and acknowledgment of doctrinal Christianity; and fewer find, so as to keep in the way of practical godliness, which is the narrow way, which only leadeth unto life. There must be a great deal of self-denial and suspicion of ourselves, and submitting to the authority of Christ Jesus our great prophet, before we can heartily receive all the truths of the gospel, and therefore we are in great danger of rejecting the truth. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:20-21 20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; (KJV)

<opentext> It is His Word, that is Spirit and it is life. That is why we have to remember where our affections are to be placed.

<opentext> The Word, is the mark of the prize, not any person (other than Christ), place (other then heaven where we should be seated) or thing.

<opentext> And that is where our focus should be.

<opentext> It is when we start looking at people, or gatherings, that one begins to pick and chose sides, rather then being a part of the body of Christ.

<opentext> It is the truth that will set you free, and will keep you free, if you continue in it. You have an unction of the Holy One, and you know all things. You have need that no man teach you. When you seek Him with all of your heart (not head) then you will be able to find Him, and learn from Him.

<opentext> Ever seen anyone sit down, and let God know that He has 30 minutes to speak to them, because then they have something more important to do?

<rhoumai> many times

<steph> yes <his> yes <helpmate> yes

<diligently> have seen myself,,but never had an thing more important then Father.

<d-g> have seen it down to 30 seconds as well

<opentext> Now why, would someone do that?

<keijo> someone is not really interested what Father has to say him

<diligently> me being self centered,me,me,me

<his> that are not seeking Him with all their heart..as a child

<diligently> in the past.we did that.

<steph> when they are not in a continual fellowship and prayer with Father

<opentext> Ps 119:10-11 10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. (KJV)

<diligently> in past i did that.

<opentext> It is with the heart that we must seek Him, not with the head or worldly knowledge we think we have acquired. We forget that His kingdom is not of this world.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one base their relationship with God by the things "they" have acquired?

<helpmate> most people do

<keijo> it is due to fact that we are imitating man instead of Christ

<rhoumai> most so-called Christians do that because they worship in the flesh

<d-g> when they have a big spiritual void to fill

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:21-23 21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. (KJV)

<opentext> Getting your priorities right; seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (Christ), and then that which you have need of will be added to you, as God sees the necessity.

<opentext> If a person is arguing over which building or gathering they should be worshipping at, how much can God trust them with?

<diligently> nothing

<his> He cannot

<rhoumai> He can't at all

<helpmate> not a whole lot..because they do not know that they are the temple of the living God

<d-g> they are in the flesh, cannot please God, therefore nothing

<steph> nothing

<his> trust them with anything

<opentext> If they are basing their walk with God on the material things that they have acquired, how much can Father trust them with?

<rhoumai> absolutely nothing

<diligently> He can not at all..

<steph> nothing...they are chasing the blessings, going in the wrong direction

<his> nothing: those that are in the flesh cannot please God

<helpmate> they are not hearing His voice so they are none of His

<opentext> When man tells God, look what i have done, look at what i have acquired, is their trust and faith really in God? Or, in their own ability?

<his> in own ability, in works

<helpmate> they think they are all self made

<steph> faith in themselves...pride

<rhoumai> it's in what they have acquired and they are not worshipping Father in Spirit and in Truth

<diligently> on man,,them.father of lies.

<diligently> anything other then where it should be.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1-2 1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.
(KJV)

<opentext> So if one is basing their walk with God on physical results, whether people gathered, or things acquired; their focus is wrong. Thus why the Word plainly tells us to seek first the kingdom of God...(and His kingdom is not of this world) and His righteousness...for Christ is seated at the right hand of  Father...This is where our affections should be. This is why we are told to walk in the Spirit, and not the flesh.

<opentext> It is when our focus is on the mark of the prize, that then God can start opening the deep things to us. And then we have to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering....regardless of what winds of division or dissension blow through town.

<opentext> Today, will you present all of yourself to God, that living sacrifice, so that He will talk with you?

<rhoumai> yes! <steph> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <his> yes <at-peace> yes

<keijo> that is my aim

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<steph> o/

<keijo> yes i have o/

<opentext> yes steph

<steph> just wanted to share these verses that we were hearing throughout study...

<opentext> ok

<steph> Matt 6:22-24 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!  24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. KJV

<opentext> yes Keke

<keijo> i was a bit late… so i missed a bit from beginning…. but wanted to ask…

<keijo> <opentext> 14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter​ before them all​, (KJV)


<keijo> was this Paul's first confrontation with Peter

<keijo> KJV Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.

<opentext> it was the first time that Paul had to take Peter to task for his actions and attitude, although they had met a few years earlier

<keijo> i am not questioning Paul's way to do things… but prefer the way it is represented here in Matthew

<opentext> Father had Paul do what he did...because of the way and manner in which peter was presenting and portraying the scriptures.

<opentext> Peter was in a position of leadership, and as such had to be set straight before more were harmed because of his example.

<d-g> o/

<opentext> that help keke?

<keijo> yes...brother thanks...and after reading the whole passage it was quite clear

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> had a verse to share

<opentext> ok

<d-g> 1 Tim 5:20-21 20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. (KJV)

<d-g> i am sure paul prayed and made sure what he was hearing before confronting peter

<keijo> o/

<opentext> before, during and after

<opentext> yes keke

<opentext> just in what Father has me teach, the majority of people think i am trying to tear down "their religion"

<keijo> how we should deal with these kind of thing.........openly.....or first privately and if not willing to listen....then publicly ????

<opentext> in each and every instance, one will have to seek Father's wisdom....

<opentext> There is no set pattern or rule; rather it is by seeking Father each and every time

<keijo> yes...it makes us to be very sensitive and hearing place

<opentext> causes one to seek Father, so that we are not operating in and on our own....

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?

<d-g> 0/

<opentext> yes greg

<d-g> i have found in the work place, that before one gets fired from a job, they have been warned to make the corrections, so usually an open rebuke is Gods warning to get ones attention that they are close to separation

<d-g> and it is a warning of love, not anger, it is for our benefit

<opentext> Heb 12:6-9 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
(KJV)

<d-g> similar to when one is falling asleep at the wheel of a car, a loud warning can save them from a wreck

<opentext> Rev 3:19 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. (KJV)

<opentext> like a "rumble" strip

<d-g> yup

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?

<d-g> a rumble strip to keep them from going in the ditch 

<his> o/

<opentext> if we look at the messenger, instead of the message and Who it is from....that is when we are getting in areas of grave danger

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> throughout study was hearing: John 15:5 (Moffat translation) 

<his> I am the vine, you are the branches. He who remains in me, as I in him, bears rich fruit (because apart from me you can do nothing)

<opentext> abiding in, continuing in, remaining in...

<opentext> any other questions or comments this morning?

<keijo> o/

<opentext> yes keke

<keijo> Father's rebuke us is it very personal ?

<keijo> and my point was

<opentext> often times when "we" have been corrected.....no one else will know what is going on...even though "we think"...certainly the whole world heard it

<keijo> well have to admit when getting rebuke my flesh prefers personal way...but done it openly

<keijo> it is first degree :-))))

<opentext> usually when we get it openly, it is because we did not listen when Father tried to get our attention privately

<keijo> thanks brother...now i got it :-)

<opentext> :-)
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