14 December 2000 Bible Study

<d-g> Heavenly Father i thank you for this day you have given us today, we thank you for the opportunity to come before your throne of grace today and hear all the instructions you have for us that will lead us closer to you this day through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?  (KJV)

<opentext> In most instances, people do not even know that they are being fed milk. Since they are operating in and on animal instincts, they think they are growing, and are maturing.

<opentext> Much of what religions do, is look at what other religions or denominations are doing, and try to keep up with them.

<opentext> Phil 1:15Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:16The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 1:18What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. (KJV)

<opentext> When one is confident of their relationship with God by and through Christ Jesus, they will not allow the conflicts or debates to alter their course, but will rather be the example of the believer. They will allow the light of Jesus Christ, the light of the world, to shine forth from them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:4For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?  (KJV)

<opentext> another sign or mark of the carnal christian, is that they pick and choose sides. They are so busy pushing or promoting a certain minister or ministry, that they forget who Christ is.

<opentext> The same with those that always want to be in charge, to be looked up to. If Christ is the head, why would anyone else want to be in the spot-light?

<diligently> should not.   <his> pride, dull of hearing

<helpmate> they would not want to be unless they are in the flesh<diligently> in the flesh

<d-g> they consider mans commendation a blessing from God

<at-peace> to seek their own gain

<helpmate> they are thinking more highly of themselves than they ought

<steph> when they think they need to assist Father

<opentext> If, one remembers that Christ is the wisdom and power of God, then they will always try to be the sign post that points to Father through Jesus Christ. Once they forget that though, then it becomes a thing of pride, and their position and status.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:5Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?  (KJV)

<opentext> We are nothing more than vessels to be used by Father, as one yields to Him and His Word.

<opentext> Which of you, can take a seed, place it in the ground, and command it to grow?

<his> not me    <helpmate> not me  <diligently> not me 

<rhoumai> nobody on this earth can do that    <steph> none of us

<opentext> If the seed grows, it is because of God, not anything that we can do. It is God's law of faith that is in operation.

<opentext> John 4:37And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. (KJV)

opentext> We often forget, that God has sent His Word to all the world. How can you or anyone else improve on that which God has done?

<diligently> none can   <rhoumai> nobody can do that

<at-peace> can't,,, His Word is settled in heaven

<helpmate> it is already a perfect work and cannot be improved on  <his> can not <steph> He has done all

<opentext> Isa 55:11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)

<d-g> begin in the spirit, and think it is perfected by the flesh

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:6I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.  (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 6:27Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? (KJV)

<opentext> When one is operating in the flesh (carnally), they think that they can do anything. It is imperative that we learn to be as Jesus Christ was, speaking only those things that we hear Father speak to us; not what we hear Him speak to others.

<opentext> All too often, one is quicker to imitate or be followers of men, then they are of Christ. They base many of their decisions off of what others or doing; or what the majority is doing, because they are unsure of their relationship with God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:8Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is team Christ. It is the body of Christ. That is what God's plan of salvation is all about. It is not about individuals. Thus why Jesus Christ said that we would do the works that He did. Yet few are quick to consider, that by being obedient to Father, they put Him to death. 

<opentext> That by taking a stand for what His Father said, it turned most against Him.

<opentext> So what is your response when most turn against you? Do you feel that you are being picked on? Or, maybe being singled out?

<diligently> some times it gets me into my flesh.. and it wants to get angry....if we chose to do this.. but PYF we do not..

<diligently> we chose to call it a blessing.

<his> first, i check to see if i'm walking in agreement with Father and if i am i rejoice (in my spirit)

<his> my flesh doesn't like it

<steph> the flesh sometimes wants to whine

<d-g> the response should be to resist, steadfast in the faith, and not engaging in carnal debates

<rhoumai> sometimes i do, but then the Word shows me whether it is persecution or correction

<diligently> anger is rebellion

<opentext> All one ever hears about, in being a follower of Christ, is to look for the miracles. However, part of being a follower of Him, means that what they did to Him, they will do to you. If they did not believe Him, why would they want to believe you?

<his> they will not want to

<diligently> they wont, because then they might have to look at themselves.

<at-peace> they won't, His Word says that if they have kept my saying they will keep yours also, if they have not kept my saying they will not keep yours

<rhoumai> they won't

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism. There is but one way, one mediator between God and man, and that the man Christ Jesus.

<opentext> For we are labourers together with God

<opentext> And if he is the wise master builder, why would you try to tell Him how to do it?

<diligently> would not.

<helpmate> when one is in the flesh they think they can do everything better

<rhoumai> i sure wouldn't want to do that, although that is what we do when we do things our way

<his> cannot do anything without Him...without His instructions

<diligently> only the flesh does

<d-g> especially when i don’t recall Him ever asking for help

<opentext> Today, will you hear, take time to understand, and then carry out His instructions?

<helpmate> yes  <diligently> yes  <steph> yes  <his> yes  <at-peace> yes  <rhoumai> yes, indeed

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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