Bible Study Tuesday 26 December, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father we come before you this day with praise and thanksgiving for all that you have blessed us with and all that you have in store for us this day and time in fellowship, we ask Father that you would open our eyes of understanding that the communication of our faith may become effectual to the acknowledging of every good thing that is in us, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:18 18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of you, have ever tried to tell God how you think things should be done?

<diligently> have done that a time or two.

<steph> have tried that

<g-m> yes

<at-peace> i had done that

<helpmate> yes have done that

<rhoumai> i do that anytime that i am rationalizing ... in the flesh

<keijo> me too

<opentext> When one is walking within His Spirit, we would never think of trying to tell God how we think things should be. However, when we get into the flesh, that is when man thinks that he is smarter then God. Not only that, but then we will not hear Father's counsel, let alone that from any man

<opentext> Eccl 5:2-3 2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.
3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. (KJV)

<opentext> We can all recall Job's conversation with God, where God asks of him, where he was when God was busy with the matters of creation. 

<opentext> Rom 11:25 25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when we chose to become ignorant of this mystery that we all know, that we start trying to use our own wisdom instead of God's.

<opentext> This is what happened in Corinth, instead of moving onward in knowledge and perfection, the resorted to the earthly wisdom, and started having divisions. They start forming groups or cliques within the body.

<opentext> Heb 6:1-2 1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. (KJV)

<opentext> We often forget why the children of Israel spent 40 years in the wilderness. They choose to ignore God's counsel. They preferred the bondage of slavery, then to the liberty of the Lord.

<opentext> When ever we use our wisdom, rather the Father's, basically we are telling God that we prefer slavery to this world, rather then the liberty that is in Christ.

<opentext> Each day, we have to make the choice, of whether we will hear, and then obey Father's counsel. We have to hear His Word, then make the choice to allow His Word to be that which we will allow to illuminate our path.

<opentext> Prov 3:5-7 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.  (KJV)

<opentext> it is when we do not trust in Him with "all" of our heart, that we get in trouble. It causes a divided heart, it causes one to become double-minded. 

<opentext> Prov 26:12 12 Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him. (KJV)

<opentext> None of us would think of going to war against God. Yet, in reality when we reject His counsel, that is exactly what we are doing.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:19 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.  (KJV)

<opentext> Yet, how often do we chose the wisdom of this world, over God's wisdom?

<keijo> have to admit have done that way many times...

<d-g> when one chooses the path that is by sight and not faith

<g-m> when not listening to Him and acting on it

<rhoumai> anytime we are seek an "easy" way out, according to our thinking

<steph> every time that we believe what man says, more than God's Word

<diligently> well.want to say never..but i sometimes choose my wisdom..and Father has let me know ,,where my wisdom has come from.

<at-peace> anytime we lean to our own understanding

<opentext> The Galatians did this a time or two, and Paul asked them who had cast a spell on them. 

<opentext> The seven sons of Sceva imitated that which they saw someone else doing, without operating in God's wisdom, Christ; and what happened to them?

<g-m> they got beat-up by the devil

<d-g> the devil had his way with them, they were taken captive at his will

<diligently> they were hit with a spell..the devil came upon them

<rhoumai> they showed what fools they were

<opentext> Acts 19:13-1513
Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16
And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. (KJV)

<opentext> Any time that a person tries to act on their own wisdom, apart from God's wisdom, this is exactly what can happen to a person. Christ is the power and wisdom of God. Our faith or ability to trust and believe God comes by our hearing His Word, giving heed to His instructions, and then obeying that which Father asks of us. 

<opentext> Many times one will listen to His Word, but then they will not give heed to what His Word is saying.

<opentext> Other times, we will hear His Word, we will give heed to His counsel for a short time, but then when things do not happen in "our" time, we will revert to our wisdom because God did not move or operate fast enough to suit us.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:16 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV)

<opentext> What happens if the blind are leading the blind? Does anyone get saved?

<helpmate> no....they all fell in the ditch

<diligently> no..run into brick walls..

<steph> no...both fall

<at-peace> they both end up in the ditch, no

<g-m> no, both fall into a ditch

<rhoumai> they both stay blind...and lost in sin

<keijo> both of them fall on same trap

<diligently> death

<opentext> John 8:31-32 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<opentext> It is the truth that will set us free, when we continue or abide in it. The Word has to become a way of life for us, not just something that we talk about, but then do not live. We must be a doer, or one who lives the Word, and not just one that hears it, and then repeats "stories'.

<opentext> Luke 10:30-32 30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.
31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32
And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.
(KJV)

<opentext> The priest and the Levite operated in their own wisdom, and that which they "thought" the Word said.

<opentext> Luke 10:33 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, (KJV)

<opentext> For God so loved the world, he gave. It is this gift that He gave, Christ His Son, that will sets us free, and keep us free, when one will continue to walk, operate in His wisdom. This wisdom does not agree with the worlds wisdom. 

<opentext> It will cause the world to rebel against it. 

<opentext> John 15:18-21 18
 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> So today, who's wisdom will you operate in?

<steph> Father's

<at-peace> God's

<rhoumai> we will operate in Father's Wisdom

<diligently> Fathers through Christ Jesus my Lord..Christ within me.

<helpmate> the wisdom of God....Christ

<g-m> Christ, Father's

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<keijo> me too :-)))

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<at-peace> Gal 5:1 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<at-peace> 2 Pet 2:20 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:22 22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. (KJV)

<opentext> Follow the righteousness of God, Christ, by hearing and obeying His Word, which will cause His love to shine forth, which will keep the heart and mind at peace.

<at-peace> 1 Cor 1:30 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)
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