11 December 2000 Bible Study

<at-peace> Our Father we come before you this day with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts, ready to hear and receive that which you have prepared for us this day, that will enable us to remain faithful and grow in grace by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> All to often, we try to "think" our way through problems, rather then praying.

<opentext> 1Cor 2:9 But--to use the words of Scripture--we speak of <things which eye has not seen nor ear heard,> and which have never entered the heart of man: <all that God has in readiness for them that love Him.>10 For us, however, God has drawn aside the veil through the teaching of the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, including the depths of the divine nature. (Weymouth)

<opentext> One of the reasons that we study the scriptures, is so that we can hear and see God's way of doing things...so that we walk in that new nature, that is that new life in Christ.

<opentext> Often times you will hear people say that they would like things to be how they used to be. As a Christian, we should always be growing, and never consider returning to an earlier pattern of life.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, one will not wait for God's answer, of His peace before making decisions. Rather, one will try to operate off of how things happened before, or from previous experiences. We forget that the Word tells us that we are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

<opentext> That if we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill or follow the leadings, and desires of the flesh.

<opentext> Rom 8:8 And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God.9 You, however, are not devoted to earthly, but to spiritual things, if the Spirit of God is really dwelling in you; whereas if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, such a one does not belong to Him. (Weymouth)

<opentext> Often times we miss how often God says and repeats things to us within His word. Do not be absorbed by earthly things or passions. Set your affection on things above.

<opentext> For the biggest part of most of our lives, we based things on our emotions, our physical relationships with things, places or people.

<opentext> They that operate in the flesh, CANNOT please God. This is why one has to train themselves in the way of God, so that one will learn to walk and talk in the Spirit, at all times, and not only when things seem or appear convenient.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1Cor 2:11 For, among human beings, who knows a man's inner thoughts except the man's own spirit within him? In the same way, also, only God's Spirit is acquainted with God's inner thoughts. (Weymouth)

<opentext> So, unless we learn of God and His nature, there is no way that we can do that which He asks of us within His Word. Thus why we are asked to become partakers of His divine nature.

<opentext> This comes about as we allow the Spirit of Christ within us, to become the leading force within one's life. Applying to our life, the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow, established by the truth of God's Word, which will gives one the proper instructions for maintaining their walk on that strait and narrow path, that will lead one to eternal life, if they continue in His Word.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Even though one becomes born again; even though we have received His Spirit within us, is not a guarantee that one will make it. It is up to you, the individual, to receive all of that which has been freely given to us.

<opentext> God gave the revelation through the Holy Spirit and he gives us the illumination of the Holy Spirit to understand the mind of the Spirit. The tragic failures of men to understand clearly God's revealed will is but a commentary on the weakness and limitation of the human intellect even when enlightened by the Holy Spirit. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)

<opentext> Thus why we are told, not to lean to our own understanding. Rather, in ALL of our ways, to acknowledge Him. In everything, to pray and seek His wisdom before we move. Yet, how often is it that we seek Him before anything, or everything that we do?

<diligently> in past,have seeked Him at times after have made mistake.then ask Father.in past...

<at-peace> have not always, and recognize sooner when i haven't

<steph> sometimes we try to do things or to understand things our way but we will fail each time that we don’t seek Him first

<his> seek him at start of day and then ask if i am not sure..but still err at times

<rhoumai> sometimes, forget and think instead of pray

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  (KJV)

<opentext> Just as at times, someone will ask us a question, and we will give our answer or reasoning, before we  will give God's answer. The Holy Spirit is supposed to be our teacher and our guide, yet how often is it that we look to man first, and God later, if all else fails?

<rhoumai> once would be too often

<diligently> have  done that,,then need to seek Fathers forgiveness.

<diligently> swift to hear slow to speak.

 <opentext> Or, how often when we seek God's answer to something, and we ask someone else’s counsel...and we get an answer, and it is not an answer that "we" like, so then we go and seek out someone else to ask. And repeat this until we get the answer that "we" want?

<opentext> 1Cor 2:13 Of these we speak--not in language which man's wisdom teaches us, but in that which the Spirit teaches--adapting, as we do, spiritual words to spiritual truths. (Weymouth)

<diligently> oh  my..do thank Father we do not do this.in past growing up did it all the time ,in the world.

<opentext> Or, another scenario that we often get, is when people ask God to make it a bit plainer. There are times that it is necessary to ask God to make it a bit more understandable to us. However, the majority of the time, one has to ask again, is because they were not giving God the attention that He deserves. Their heart and mind were to busy contemplating other things.

<opentext> We must remember, that the people of Corinth were very carnal. They were always more concerned with what people thought of them, or their status in the community, then in pleasing God.

<opentext> They began in the Spirit....but did not take the proper time to nurture and develop that new creation within them

<opentext> So, they reverted to the ways of the flesh. They allowed jealousy to enter in. They were more concerned about what and where others were at, then in working out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (KJV)

<opentext> So when you are not hearing God, do not blame God. 

<opentext> It takes the meat of God's Word, in order to operate in and by His character. 

<opentext> Without faith, without His Word, it is impossible to please Him. Yet, how often do we try to operate apart from His Word?

<diligently> in past all the time,in the world.

<rhoumai> when we are walking in our own understanding and putting ourselves before Father

<steph> each time that we take our eyes off Him 

<opentext> Gal 3:2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember that they are a new creation in Christ, This is the nature that we want to allow to be the controlling force in our life. This can only happen as we allow the old man, the old nature to die, and allow the new life in Christ to shine forth within us. Will you give Him a total effort this day?

<his> yes

<steph> yes

<h-g> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<matti> yes

<rhoumai> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> verse to share

<opentext> sure

<his> John 15:5 kjv   5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing

<opentext> good verse and comparison
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