12 December 2000 Bible Study

<steph> Father we thank you for all that you have for each of us to hear and learn at this time... we pray that we will be attentive and obedient to your voice... allowing your light to shine thru us this day... we give you thanks and praise for these things in Christ Jesus name

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (KJV)

<opentext> The carnal or fleshly man, does not want to hear or receive the things that are spiritual in nature.

<opentext> To the carnal or fleshly person, this is foolishness, or absurdities.

<opentext> Just as for most of us, when people first told you that God would talk with you; what was your response?

<rhoumai> in an audible voice or just thoughts?

<diligently> it startled me......

<steph> actually talk?

<opentext> an audible voice, and in and through one's thoughts.

<rhoumai> er...meant that is what my response was

<his> i wanted to know more (and thought the messenger was a bit odd :-))

You are now known as h-d-g

<opentext> Even though we are created in Their image, an after their likeness, man his lived by his animal or fleshly nature, and thus when he first hears about God, it is hard for him to comprehend what a spirit being really is.

<opentext> Even after most are born again, they still have a hard time comprehending that God would actually want to talk with them. In most instances, they are led to believe that this is only for a special few; and thus never think or perceive that they can have an intimate relationship with God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. (KJV)

<opentext> Those that chose to walk in the meat of the Word, they have their sense (spiritual) exercised to discern both good and evil.

<opentext> Now, does that mean that we are to run around judging everyone?

<rhoumai> no

<diligently> no.judge not lest ye be judged.

<steph> no

<matti> no

<his> no....we are discern who we are listening to

<opentext> Or, is Paul talking about being able to make a judicial estimation of what is transpiring (spiritually) in each and every situation

<his> yes

<rhoumai> yes, that is what he is saying there

 <diligently> yes

<steph> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that we respond in the flesh, before one takes the time to hear Father's counsel?

<rhoumai> when we think we have all the answers

<diligently> yes,have done that.

<diligently> but was not aware of it at the time.

<his> when our focus is wrong

<steph> when we are not patient enough to sit still and listen to His voice

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:16For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> The carnal man thinks that he has all of the answers. The spiritual man makes and takes the time each day, to be sure that his mind is renewed within God's Word, so that he will listen to, and then obey Father's instructions to and for them.

<opentext> John 12:49For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<opentext> This ability happens or transpires, the moment that one is born again. At that point we receive the measure of faith, the measure of the gift of Christ.

<opentext> Now, it is up to the individual to study the Word of God, seeking Father's approval in all that they do (even though we seldom apply this, but only in what we think is necessary).

<opentext> For after all, faith is developed by hearing....faith is stretched and exercised by taking the time to hear and obey the message once delivered by the Word of God, Christ.

<opentext> That is why Paul tells us in Rom 10:17 that faith is by hearing, stopping all that you are doing, and giving audience to this message of salvation.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> Many hear God's Word, but often times have their minds on something else at the same time.

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> it seems at time..when  ..we stop all we are doing and i  will sit down and say ok..now we are ready to hear Father ..He does not talk to me. why is this?

<diligently> or nothing ..and just to be still.

<opentext> How long did you wait? 30 minutes, an hour? 

<diligently> yes..oh my

<opentext> Often times i will wait days to hear what Father wants to say to me. Most, often think because they have stopped for 10 minutes, now God should immediately  stop all that he is doing, and tend to them. The fact is, that for years they have ignored Him, and now expect Him to jump at their every demand.

<opentext> We often forget, that Jesus Christ waited for 30 years, to hear clearly that which father was asking of Him. What if He would have started at age 25, instead of when Father had it planned for?

<diligently> then He would of been on His own.

<opentext> the trying or strengthening of our faith, works or brings about patience.

<opentext> The natural or carnal man wants everything right now, and in many instances 10 minutes ago. The spiritual man, develops the patience and wisdom to wait upon God. The spiritual man does not want to do anything, before they hear clearly from God.

<opentext> The mind of Christ, is that mind that is renewed and prepared in God's Word, with God's answer.

<opentext> How often have you answered on your own, instead of waiting on God, and got oneself in a pile of trouble?

<diligently> many

<diligently> in past

<rhoumai> anytime that i rush ahead of God and don't choose to use His wisdom

<steph> many times, when impatient

<matti> have done that many times

<opentext> Ps 46:10Be still, and know that I am God:  (KJV)

<his> when trying to be saviour

<opentext> Now, in the first two chapters of this book, Paul has lead up to this point, to where he now tells the Corinthians this:

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 5:11Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

13For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 3:1O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  (KJV)

<opentext> One is born again by the Spirit of God. (Rom 8:9) Then, it is up to the individual to establish a relationship with God, based in and on His Word (the Bible, His instruction manual). 

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one will go to His Word, and wait patiently for God to give a clear and decisive answer, before they will do anything?

<diligently> now faith ....to we chose to do this...

<diligently> today

<rhoumai> when in the flesh, and normally, by the time i finally go there for an answer, i'm very impatient

<rhoumai> when in the flesh, i don't go to His Word, unless last resort, i mean

<opentext> Even in a simple question, one can begin in the Spirit, and 5 minutes later revert to the flesh or the natural man. What exactly is it, that the double-minded man can expect to receive from God?

<diligently> nothing

<his> at time will hear part of what Father says and then rush into something that is not of Him

<steph> nothing

<at-peace> nothing

<matti> nothing

<his> nothing

<diligently> nothing nothing

<diligently> nothing

<opentext> What will be your attitude, when seeking God, this day?  any questions or comments from todays study?

<diligently> pleasing Father

<his> be swift to hear and more patient

<matti> ...and slow to speak

<opentext> if no questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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