4 December 2000 Bible Study

<his> Our heavenly Father, we praise and thank You for the privilege of  being able to gather together to through Christ Jesus our Lord to learn more of  You this day. We praise You and thank You that You have already prepared that which You know each person who partakes of this bible study has need of.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:1And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony (mystery)  of God. (KJV)

<opentext> The testimony of God, is a mystery, as we can see from that which the scriptures clearly tell us.

<opentext> Mark 4:12That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is only by His Spirit, that the eyes of our understanding can be enlightened. It is His Spirit that will lead us and guide us into all truth, as on takes the time to study for His approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth.

<opentext> Not with the excellency of speech; not as a great orator. Not with impressive words or dialogue. Presenting the mystery of God in great plainness of speech. Many people think it to be foolishness, that God would hide all of these things within His Word.

<opentext> Yet, the Word clearly tells us, that it is there for those that will seek it.

<opentext> Thus, why the Lord told us to come to Him as children. Not so that we could impress the people with big and fancy words, but rather that we could hear and see the simplicity that is in Christ.

<opentext> Most often, it is the traditions and doctrines of man, that cause one to be blinded from the truth.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:2For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (KJV)

<opentext> Not to know anything except for the gospel message of Jesus Christ. This should be our common bond. Yet, as we will find our later in the epistle to the Corinthians, they divided themselves by their status in life; by how much they possessed.

<opentext> It is by and through Christ that one is blessed with all spiritual blessings. It is in Christ that we are complete, lacking nothing. There is no respect to persons with God, neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, neither bond nor free, for we are all one in Christ. One Lord, one faith, one baptism!

<opentext> Let us look at one of Barnes comments on this verse, as I think it gives us a good idea or description of what we should be as ministers of this Gospel.

<opentext> That this should be the resolution of every minister of the gospel. This is HIS business. It is not to be a politician; not to engage in the strife’s and controversies of people; it is not to be a good farmer, or scholar merely; not to mingle with his people in festive circles and enjoyments; not to be a man of taste and philosophy, and distinguished mainly for refinement of manners; not to be a profound philosopher or metaphysician, but to make Christ crucified the grand object of his attention, and seek always and everywhere to make him known. He is not to be ashamed anywhere of the humbling doctrine that Christ was crucified. In this he is to glory. Though the world may ridicule; though philosophers may sneer; though the rich and the frivolous may deride it, yet this is to be the grand object of interest to him, and at no time, and "in no society" is he to be ashamed of it! It matters not what are the amusements of society around him; that fields of science, of gain, or ambition, are open before him, the minister of Christ is to know Christ and him crucified alone. If he cultivates science, it is to be that he may the more successfully explain and vindicate the gospel. If he becomes in any manner familiar with the works of art, and of taste, it is that he may more successfully show TO those who cultivate them, the superior beauty and excellency of the cross. If he studies the plans and the employments of people, it is that he may more successfully meet them IN those plans, and more successfully speak to them of the great plan of redemption. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Being the example of the believer. To be instant in season and out of season. Allowing the gospel of Christ to shine from us at all times.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:3And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  (KJV)

<opentext> Our physical attributes, without Christ, leave us a prisoner in a very hostile world. It is never of our own strength that we can do anything, as Paul tells us clearly in Phil 4:13. For myself, I am always quick to point out to God all of my short-comings; and He is quick to ask me whose strength are we doing it in.

 <opentext> It is also the fact that if we take that which He asks of us seriously, then one will realize that every word that we speak, should be in line with his Word. (John 12:49-50)

<opentext> The flesh may tremble, one's speech may stutter and stammer; but one must remember that it is His strength that will carry us through.

<opentext> How many of you, have asked God: why me Lord?

<his> yes

<now-faith> we have

 <at-peace> i have

<rhoumai> yes

<helpmate> yes

<steph_bru> we have

<diligently> yes we have

<diligently> i have

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  (KJV)

<opentext> What is it that we try to convey or present, when we are asked a reason of the hope that is within us? (John 4:34)

<now-faith> Christ, the hope of glory

<opentext> The Greeks prized themselves on rhetorical debates. Jesus Christ did not debate the Word. He presented that which Father asked Him to. He did not need to defend Father, after all, it is God that created the world, and Who is seated in heaven.

<diligently> our hope of ever lasting life..salvation.

<his> we should convey the liberty in Christ

<opentext> And one should be presenting this each and every day, by the style of life that we live.

<opentext> We should take the words that Solomon wrote, and apply them to our life.

<opentext> Eccl 5:1-2, Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times people will try to impress other people by how many scriptures that they have memorized. Yet, if they do not live that which they preach, what kind of example does that set for others?

<rhoumai> one of hypocrisy

<steph_bru> a hypocritical one

<diligently> dead ,not being a doer

<his> one not in line with His Word..a lie

<opentext> Paul said that he did not use the enticing words of man's wisdom. Today we hear about the get rich or pyramid schemes being taught by preachers. That is man's wisdom, certainly not Father's. After all, we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings, so therefore our source should be God, not in any earthly treasures.

<opentext> Jesus Christ never lacked in anything that father asked Him to do. No matter how impossible the situation looked or appeared, God was able to meet (meat) the need.

<opentext> Yet, when Father asks something of us, how often is it that one will allow the physical appearance, to determine whether or not we will do that which father asks of us?

<rhoumai> sometimes we do

<opentext> (Paul did not use the enticing words of man's wisdom)

<diligently> when it is something i have done for long long time.

<diligently> habit

<steph_bru> when we are walking by sight, looking thru our eyes and not thru His

<his> when we have turned away from Him

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> That "your" faith...."your" relationship with God, should not be determined by what others think or say about you.

<opentext> I find it interesting that Paul uses the word stand here. As in Ephesians, he is clear to tell us that we are to stand in Christ; that is knowing our rights and authority by and through Christ.

<opentext> each person ahs the choice of to whom the will submit themselves. The god of this world, or to Father, by and through Christ. This is why we are to walk by faith (the message delivered by and through Christ, the Word of God) and not by sight or the physical appearances of this present evil world.

<opentext> Christ, the power and wisdom of God; this is what will lead us and guide us into all truth, as long as we choose to allow His Spirit to be our teacher and our guide.

<opentext> Have you ever been swayed by what man said, because you did not bother to read that which God's Word said?

<steph_bru> yes

<his> yes

<helpmate> yes

<rhoumai> yes

<diligently> oh my ..yes..in the past all the time.

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Mark 4:24And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is your responsibility to be sure that what you hear, is from the throne of God. You and you alone are responsible for your salvation. Today, will you put forth the effort to be pleasing to Father?

<his> yes

<rhoumai> yes

<steph_bru> yes

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes,with all my heart

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> something to share

<opentext> sure

<his> 2 Corinthians 2:15  For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 16  To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? kjv 

<his> ...prompted by Barnes comments on role of a minister

<opentext> each and every person that is saved, is a minister of the gospel....it is then allowing Father to use us as He sees best.
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